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09H00 - 
11H00

SESSION 1 | OPENING
Message of Support from SAHUDA: Dr Rene Smith, Executive Dean, Durban 
University of Technology, South African Humanities Dean Association: President

Keynote Address: Professor Pamela Maseko, Executive Dean: Faculty of Humani-
ties, North West University, Deputy President,  SAHUDA

SESSION 2 | Art and Pol-
iticsy
Dr Ali Hlongwane

Devon Bailey: Recognition and resistance: Rethinking the black female dancing 
body through sarkaesthetics.

Kristina Helena Johnstone: Monsters and fossils: The challenges and possibilities 
of documenting embodied technique. 

Refiloe Lepere: Di Pina tsa Monyanyako. A case for black feminist theatre-making 
aesthetic

SESSION 3 | National 
Politics

Pumlani Majavu: National populism and the absence of ideology: The case of EFF.

Siyabulela Onceya: Methodology on the impact of FDI and institutions on Eco-
nomic growth in the SADC Region

Prosper Takavarasha: A corpus-based analysis of the use of pronouns in the epid-
eictic rhetoric of Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe.

SESSION 4 | Education – 
Philosophy and Training

Preven Chetty: Resonance building praxis in environmental education fieldwork 
practical’s along riparian habitats..

Anwynne Kern: Understanding the challenges individuals face to inclusive edu.

Elson Davison Khambule: The academic workspace and institutional cultures in a 
South African university.

SESSION 5 | Rural Liveli-
hoods and Urban Devel-
opment

Dr Tshepo Moloi  

Wendell Erwin Moore: Beyond simply gatekeeping the medicalization of canna-
bis: A geographic alternative.

Rosemary Nakijoba: The Synergy between gender relations, child labour 
and Disability in Post-war Acholi Sub-region

Mulat Zinabu: Sustainable conservation practices in Tigray, Ethiopia.
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13H30 – 
14H30

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS

  

Encounter Session: Dr Nduka Mntambo: “Asymmetries” Exhibition (HSS 
Awards 2020, Best Visual Art Winner)  

SESSION 6 | Health Issues - 
Prevention and Treatment

Prof Peace Kiguwa

Lesley Mauda: When it comes to treatment, there is no one way approach.

Anneliese De Wet: Development and content validity of a preliminary version of 
the MIMHR-SA.

Adele May: Development of a person-centred AAC intervention co-produced 
by persons with dementia.

Vuledzani Madima: Development of an AAC based parental training in a low-in-
come rural context of South Africa. 

Nthabiseng Mokoena: Culture Contact and the transition of identities: The 
architecture of Thaba-Bosiu National Heritage.

Abenea Ndago: Spontaneity or Intentionality? Investigating Characterisation, 
Ethnic Stereotypes and National Ident. 

Hlengiwe Ndhlovu: Fractured citizenship and questions of belonging in Zoë 
Wicomb

Moses Karisa: A school but it not a school: Understanding father involvement in 
the schooling of children

Tebogo Victoria Kgope: A critical reflection on complementary, alternative and 
Indigenous Knowledge medicine.

Meisie Madzivhandila: The Crucial Role of Tshifasi Music Genre in Vhavenda 
Societies: An African perspective.
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SESSION 9 | Art and Poli-
tics

Dr Thembinkosi Goniwe

Lukhanyo Elvis Makhenyane: Traces of Traditional Genres in Post-Apartheid 
Poetry: The Case of Zolani Mkiva.

Lindiwe Malindi: Utopia Now: Temporalities of the Radical Imagination and the 
simultaneous multiplicity of space.

Charles Matiyenga: Authorial emotion in the beautiful ones are not yet born 
(Armah, 1968).

SESSION 10 | Intellectual-
izing African Languages

Prof Sekibakiba Lekgoathi

Jeremia Lepheana: Creating spaces for multilingual education in South African 
classrooms in the 21st Century.

Mampoi Mabena: Vague Language and its conversational effectiveness in com-
missions of enquiry.. 

Claire Biesman-Simons: An analysis of the use and positioning of culture of 
reading in South Africa.

SESSION 11 | Digital Hu-
manities

Dr Thoko Mnisi

Nhlayisi Cedrick Baloyi: The use of social media for academic purposes by stu-
dents at institutions of higher learning.

Kyle Bester: Unpacking the meaning attributed to cybersecurity awareness 
among South African military officers.

Bahle Mazeka: Monitoring socio-ecological relations of urban environments 
using land use land cover change.

SESSION 12 | Education 
Classroom Pedagogies | 
Philosophy and Training

Angie Mullins: Student Perceptions of Competency Development in a Pro-
ject-Based Music Classroom.

Thembelihle Brenda Makhanya: The phenomenology of colonialism: exploring 
perspectives of social work graduates in the African Uni

Nombuso Zuma: Examining the causes and effects  of early girl child drop out 
in KwaZulu-Natal.
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10H00 - 
11H00

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS

Encounter Session: Profs Grace Khunou, Katijah Khoza-Shangase, Hugo 
Canham, Edith Dinong Phaswana; Black Academic Voices - The South African 
Experience, HSRC Press, 2019. (HSS Awards 2020 Non-Fiction Best Edited 
Volume Winner) 

SESSION 13 | Art and Politics

Prof Floretta Boonzaier

Devaksha Moodley: Owning the Stage: The empowerment of South African 
Indian women in theatre.

Kgomotso Moshugi: De-colonial Implications of Creative Tampering in the 
Localisation of an American Christian Hymn.

Moreen Mugomba: C.D.A of Election campaigns in Zimbabwe with specific 
reference to 2008 and 2013 election periods.

SESSION 14 | Labour and 
Work

Prof Ingrid Palmary

Musawenkosi Hemilton Malabela: We are the mouthpiece of workers: Full-
time shop stewards and accountability at the BMW plant.

Refilwe Morwane: Barriers to and facilitators of employment of persons with 
severe communication disabilities.

SESSION 15 | Health 

Prof Lulu Shokane

Lesego Bertha Kgatitswe: Life histories of black marginalised women diag-
nosed and treated for breast cancer in Kimberley: SA.

Matjokotja William Maepa: Poverty and disease burden: Health services of 
rural blacks in the Transvaal, 1930s-1980s.

Kgaogelo Mathekga: Exploring social construction of anaemia on childhood 
development in Capricorn District of Limpopo Province.
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10H00 - 
11H00

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS

Encounter Session: Profs Grace Khunou, Katijah Khoza-Shangase, Hugo 
Canham, Edith Dinong Phaswana; Black Academic Voices - The South African 
Experience, HSRC Press, 2019. (HSS Awards 2020 Non-Fiction Best Edited 
Volume Winner) 

SESSION 13 | Art and Politics

Prof Floretta Boonzaier

Devaksha Moodley: Owning the Stage: The empowerment of South African 
Indian women in theatre.

Kgomotso Moshugi: De-colonial Implications of Creative Tampering in the 
Localisation of an American Christian Hymn.

Moreen Mugomba: C.D.A of Election campaigns in Zimbabwe with specific 
reference to 2008 and 2013 election periods.

SESSION 14 | Labour and 
Work

Prof Ingrid Palmary

Musawenkosi Hemilton Malabela: We are the mouthpiece of workers: Full-
time shop stewards and accountability at the BMW plant.

Refilwe Morwane: Barriers to and facilitators of employment of persons with 
severe communication disabilities.

SESSION 15 | Health 

Prof Lulu Shokane

Lesego Bertha Kgatitswe: Life histories of black marginalised women diag-
nosed and treated for breast cancer in Kimberley: SA.

Matjokotja William Maepa: Poverty and disease burden: Health services of 
rural blacks in the Transvaal, 1930s-1980s.

Kgaogelo Mathekga: Exploring social construction of anaemia on childhood 
development in Capricorn District of Limpopo Province.

SESSION 16 | The Past in 
the Present

Dr Tshepo Moloi

Marcelline Massoua Ii: Africa does not translate: a sociohistorical view.

Thapelo Mokoatsi: The Might of a Pen: The Political life of Saul Msane (1856-
1919).

Veeran Naicker: Colonial Rationality: An analysis of racializing reason and the 
postcolonial subject.

SESSION 17 | Politics of 
Land Resources

Dr Ali Hlongwane

Anselmo Matusse: Hunting in and with Mount Mabo.

Nafisa Patel: Muslim Childhoods in South Africa: Gendering the Madrasah 
Space. 

Butholezwe Mtombeni: The Gendered Promised Land: Women and land reform 
in South Africa.

SESSION 18 | Education 
Classroom Pedagogies | 
Education – Philosophy 
and Training
-
Dr Thoko Mnisi

Gwyndolen Ortner: Exploring the Complex Adaptive Blended Language Learn-
ing System of German Studies.

Yolisa Mhlomi: A comparative analysis of blended learning between S.A private 
and public high schools in EC..

Dumsani Mandla Gumede: The impact of COVID-19 on Education System: the 
case of tertiary education in South Africa.

SESSION 19 | Education – 
Philosophy and Training

Prof Johannes Smit

Nontobeko Prudence Khumalo: Experiences of student teachers on the Aca-
demic literacy module at two Kwa Zulu Natal Universities.

Annie Mafunganyika: Teaching and learning English and Sepedi Literature: rural 
teachers’ perceptions and experiences.

Sindi Msimango: The role of professional identity and postgraduate research 
output in South African society.
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13H30 – 
14H30 HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter Session: Prof Gabeba Baderoon, The History of Intimacy, Kwela, 

2018 (HSS Awards 2020, Best Fiction Poetry and Short Stories Winner)

SESSION 20 | Health | 
Health Issues - Prevention 
and Treatment

Prof Kishore Raga

Georgina Moloantoa: An explanatory model of mental health ethics by tradi-
tional health practitioners.

Motlatso Rampedi: The comorbidity of HIV, Hypertension and Diabetes.

Nozuko Lawana: Non-communicable diseases and employment status: meth-
odology and presentation of empirical results. 

Nozuko Lawana: Non-communicable diseases and employment status: meth-
odology and presentation of empirical results.

SESSION 21 | Identity and 
Belonging

Prof Jessica Murray

Sandisiwe Vilakazi: Black celebrity auto/biography and the mapping of possibil-
ities.

Rosette Sifa Vuninga: Combatants and Kivucians: Beyond ethno-regional vio-
lence among Congolese immigrants of Cape Town.

Ncamisile Thumile Zulu: Black women professors in South African universities: 
Advancing social justice 

Tsetselelani Mdhluli: People’s perception towards traditional medicine: The 
selected case study of Allandale Village in MP.

Libopuoa Notsi: Validating Indigenous and health motives for earth-eating 
among Basotho girls: A pilot study.

Dimakatso Veronica Masenya: Mortuary Rituals: Healing the Wounds of loss.

Salome Sigida: I got sick. A phenome logical study of nanga dza Vhavenda.

Sophia Sanan: A political economy of the traditional African Art Object an ex-
ploration of two object types.

Pfunzo Sidogi: Rural Afropolitans: Visualisations of urban modernity by 
village-based black artists.

Charity Hove: Media representation of Zimbabwean Pentecostal prophets
 as a catalyst for church marketing.
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SESSION 24 | Teaching, 
Writing, Using African Lan-
guages

Prof Madimabe Mapaya

Mmaranti Pamla Letsoalo: A need for Sepedi Restandardisation: A case of 
Khelobedu speakers at the University of Limpopo.

Ncebakazi Faith Saliwa-Mogale: Masihambe nabayifumeneyo : Exclusion of the 
illiterates in the democratic South Africa.

Mapelo Tlowane: Improving the efficacy of the BA CEMS in preparing gradu-
ates for the workplace.

SESSION 25 | Local Politics 
and Inter-National Politics

Dr Philane Mthembu

Sikhumbuzo Zondi: The qualitative review of human security in South Africa: A 
four levels analysis.

Luthando Ngazile Ngema: eThekwini’s complexities of urban social space re-
vealed during the planning of the 2010 FIFA World Cup.

Siyasanga Dingela: The impact of BRICs FDI flows on South African economy.

SESSION 26 | Gender and 
Sexuality

Prof Sikhumbuzo Mngadi

Sinethemba Siyakholwa Sidloyi: I hustle like all the other girls do: Reflecting on 
young women’s realities.

Ntombophelo Sithole Tetani: Parenting styles and family system on the risky 
behaviour of male adolescents.

Zolani Mario Sonjani: Autopsying gay practices embedded in Traditional Male 
Circumcision (TMC).

16H30 - 
17H30

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter Session: Prof Grace Musila, Voices of Liberation: Wangari Maathai’s 
Registers of Freedom; HSRC Press, 2019.
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10H00 - 
11H00

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter Session: Prof Mcebisi Ndletyana; Anatomy of the ANC in Power-
Insights from Port Elizabeth, 1990—2019, HSRC Press, 2020

SESSION 27 | Gender and 
Sexuality

Prof Floretta Boonzaier

Nolwazi Cynthia Dlamini: Perspectives on teenage pregnancy: - insights from 
a multi-approach qualitative design study.

Alison Harwood: “An agent in her own right? Hagar as character in Genesis 16

Ntandoyenkosi Maphosa: Exposure to domestic violence: Psychosocial and 
gender attitudes effect on school going adolescents.

SESSION 28 | Rural Liveli-
hoods and Urban Develop-
ment

Prof Ingrid Palmary

Prosper Bazaanah: Rural water resource management: Case studies of ground 
water management systems in Northern Ghana.

Viwe Gift Luxumo: Youth entrepreneurship in a township.

Mduduzi Nhlozi: Surviving through the Day - Household Food Security Strate-
gies in the uMkhanyakude Region.

SESSION 29 | Identity and 
Belonging

Dr Lee Watkins

Daniël Nicolaas Andrew: Faith Communities and Social Cohesion: Crossing 
the divide through intergenerational justice.

Sharon Gabie: Labelling, classification and consequences.

Dane Henry Isaacs: The personal politics of disability for young adult South 
African men who stutter.

Janell Le Roux: Celebrity and medias representation of African womans hair.

Robyn Humphreys: Exploring archaeologists’ role in the public discourse on 
management and research of human remains.

Joseph Mahlomela Ngoaketsi: Shift, changes and continuity in heritage com-
memoration of the Sharpeville Massacre -1960 to 2010.

Bianca Steyn: An archaeobotanical study of multiple thirteenth century 
Mapungubwe era settlements.

SESSION 31 | Local Politics 
and Inter-National Politics

Prof Kishore Raga

Thandeka Promise Khowa: Relationship between municipal performance (ser-
vice delivery) and communities’ rejection/ acceptance.

Eric Mariga: Sport for development and peace in uasin gishu county, Kenya.

Bongiwe Mphahlele: A critical Afrocentric Analysis of South Africa’s 
SADC-mandated mediation in Zimbabwe, 2007-2014.
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13H30 – 
14H30

HUMANITIES ENCOUNTERS Encounter Session: Mr Fred Khumalo: Dancing the Death Drill, Penguin 
Random House, 2017 (HSS Awards 2019, Best Fiction Single Authored Volume 
Winner

SESSION 32 | Gender and 
Sexuality

Prof Sikhumbuzo Mngadi

Tamlynne Meyer: Women’s embodied capital in South African law firms.

Palesa Nqambaza: On the impossibility of the black woman.

Simphiwe Rens: Reading gender relations through misogy-romanticism in the 
visual culture of Afrobeat’s music.

Amanda Yolisa Kenqu: A study in Pink: Pinky and the horror of black girlhood.

SESSION 33 | Rural Liveli-
hoods and Development

Prof Lulu Shokane 

Siphamandla Rumsha: Exploring the potential of agricultural urbanism as a 
mechanism in securing urban livelihoods.

Sandiso Tyembile: Re-imagining communication model for local government 
through community radios.

Fikile Xaba: Empowerment of local communities to participate in the imple-
mentation of ecotourism projects.

16H30 - 
17H00

SESSION 34 | CLOSING Best Paper Announcement
Conference closing remarks

DAY 3 | 05 NOVEMBER - AFTERNOON SESSIONS

 TIME   THEMES   PRESENTATIONS
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Ayanda Zondi
Busi Pilane

Clothilda Mogafe
Hlanzekile Mbokazi 

Ignatia Madalane
Kambale Muhongya

Keketso Phakoe
Musa Maphalakasi

Nthabiseng Motsemme
Palesa Maine

Papama Magqwashe
Sarah Mosoetsa

Siyabonga Dumakude
Tebogo Molaoa
Tebogo Phatedi 

Thandiwe Sechele
Yaliwe Selebogo
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GUEST SPEAKERS  

     Dr René Smith  

RRené Alicia Smith  - is is Executive Dean of Durban University of Technology’s Faculty of 
Arts and Design. She is the first woman President of the South African Humanities Deans’ 
Association (Sahuda) and Chairperson of the Steering Committee of South African 
Centre for Digital Language Resources (SADiLaR). She is founding Festival Director of 
the Arts and Design Digital Festival (Digifest) and serves on a national Advisory Panel on 
Creative Outputs and Innovations. She has served on a range of governing boards and 
prior to returning to academia, worked across sectors; consulting on media, gender and 
development projects in Southern African. Amongst others, she worked for the Develop-
ment Bank of Southern Africa, Film and Publications Board, GenderLinks, Independent 
Communications Authority of South Africa, Media Institute of Southern Africa and the 
Freedom of Expression Institute. Dr Smith completed her undergraduate qualification 
at Falmouth College of Arts, now Falmouth University in the United Kingdom. She holds 
a MA cum laude from University of Natal and a PhD in Cultural and Media Studies from 
University of KwaZulu-Natal. She has taught at a variety of institutions of higher education 
in South Africa and is co-editor of Sociology: A South African Perspective.  

     Prof Pamela Maseko            

RPamela Maseko is currently the Executive Dean of the Faculty of Humanities at the North 
West University. She has worked for more than 25 years at various higher education insti-
tutions in South Africa, and as a research fellow both locally and abroad. 
She has extensive experience of the higher education sector in South Africa. She served 
as Council member of the Council for Higher Education for a number of years, as mem-
ber of the Higher Education Quality Committee, as well as member of the Board of the 
National Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences, chairing its Academic Committee, 
and Transformation Oversight Committee.
Prof Maseko is a sociolinguist, and her areas of research include language policy and 
planning, language and learning in higher education, and historiography of isiXhosa 
literature. A recipient of many grants and awards, she has been instrumental in sourc-
ing funding from various national and international funders to support postgraduate 
research, supervising more than 18 master’s and PhD students, and being co-editor and 
author of various publications. In November 2018 she joined the NWU as 
Executive Dean of the Faulty of Humanities.
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CONVENERS  
     
     Prof Allucia Lulu Shokane   
Allucia Lulu Shokane  is a Professor of Social Work and Head of Department of Social Work at the University of Zululand. She holds 
a doctoral degree in Social Work from University of Johannesburg (UJ). The title of her: Development of A Participatory Community 
Development Model for Rural Communities Affected by Natural Disasters. Prof. Shokane has experience and knowledge of research 
in social work, community development, rural development and participatory development. Her research interests include among 
others the broad field of Social Work and Community Development; indigenous knowledge and practices within context of commu-
nity development; poverty alleviation strategies; asset-oriented community-led development (ABCD) – thus specific to social work 
education. Prof. Shokane has teaching experience at undergraduate and post graduate levels. Added, Prof. Shokane is the Kwazu-
lu-Natal Regional Mentor for NHISS funded PhD students based at the University of Zululand. She has successfully supervised post-
graduate students and acted as external examiner of postgraduate studies. Prof. Shokane has published in accredited peer reviewed 
journals and book chapters. Currently, she co-edited a book of collected essays in Social Work Education with Prof Lisa V. Blitz (Bing-
hamton University, New York) and Prof Jabulani Makhubele (University of Limpopo). Prof. Shokane has extensive practice experience 
as a master’s level social worker, where she provided social work services to individuals, groups and families and supervision to other 
social workers. Before joining the University of Zululand she was employed at the University of Venda, Social Work Department. She is 
currently serving as the Vice-President of ASASWEI.

     Dr Ali Hlongwane
Ali Khangela Hlongwane is a researcher in the History Workshop at the University of the Witwatersrand. He has published on the 
public histories of the 1976 uprisings: Soweto ’76 Reflections on the liberation struggles: commemorating the 30th anniversary of 
June 16, 1976. The Road to Democracy in South Africa, Volume 7: Soweto Uprisings-New Perspectives, Commemoration and Memo-
rialisation. His recent publication co-authored with Sifiso Mxolisi Ndlovu is Public History and Culture in South Africa: Memorialisation 
and Liberation Heritage Sites in Johannesburg and the Township Space (palgrave macmillan 2019). He is currently researching the 
memorialisation of forced removals as part of History Workshop’s programme of The Everyday and Public History.

     Prof Charlyn Dyers  
Charlyn Dyers is an emeritus professor in the Dept. Linguistics, University of the Western Cape. Officially retired in 2017, she has 
also worked at the Universities of Edinburgh and Berlin. At UWC she served as director of the English for Educational Development 
Programme as well as the Iilwimi Centre for Multilingualism. Rated as a C1 researcher by the NRF, Prof Dyers specialises in the areas 
of multilingual mediation in Higher Education, the multilingual practices of new urban communities in Cape Town and the study of 
language attitudes and ideologies. With her colleague, Prof Bassey Antia, Prof Dyers received the National Excellence in Teaching in 
Higher Education Award in 2017. She co-edited the book Kaaps in Fokus (African Sunmedia, 2016) with her colleague Prof Frank Hen-
dricks. This book was awarded the CL Engelbrecht prize for language study by the South African Academy for Science and the 
Arts in 2019. 14



CONVENERS  
An English version of the book was published with her as guest editor by the journal Multilingual Margins. 
She is also the author of Drama (Oxford Resource Series, 1987). This book is in its 11th reprint and was translated into Korean in 2006. 
Her most recent book, The Semiotics of New Spaces (published in November 2018 by African Sunmedia) is the culmination of 11 
years of research in Wesbank Township near Kuilsriver and looks at how people are responding, through their semiotic practices, to 
the intense socio-historical changes taking place in post-apartheid South Africa. Under her supervision, 8 Ph.D, as well as 20 MA stu-
dents have graduated successfully. 

     Prof Floretta Boonzaier 
Floretta Boonzaier  is Professor at the Department of Psychology, University of Cape Town, South Africa and Co-Director of the Hub 
for Decolonial Feminist Psychologies in Africa. She is noted for her work in feminist, critical and postcolonial psychologies, subjectivity 
in relation to race, gender and sexuality, and gender-based violence, and qualitative research.  

She is a past UCT Mandela Fellow at the Hutchins Center for African and African American Research at Harvard University and a past 
recipient of the runner up award in the South African Department of Science and Technology’s Women in Science awards, for the 
category of Distinguished Young Woman Researcher in the Social Sciences or Humanities. 

She serves on the Board of Mosaic Training, Service and Healing Centre for Women, in Cape Town and the African Gender Institute at 
the University of Cape Town. She is also an Executive Committee Member of the Sexuality and Gender Division of the Psychological 
Society of South Africa. Her recent publications include the co-edited volumes Engaging youth in activism, research and pedagogi-
cal praxis. Transnational and intersectional perspectives on gender, sex and race (Routledge, 2018), Decolonial Feminist Community 
Psychology (Springer, 2019 ) and Men, Masculinities and Intimate Partner Violence (Routledge, 2020). 

     Prof Geoff Mapaya
Geoff Mapaya  (NRF C3 rated) holds a PhD in African Studies, specializing in the study of mmino wa setšo (indigenous African music); 
particularly its implications on the discipline of African musicology. He is currently the Head of the Music Department and a found-
ing member of the erstwhile Indigenous Music and Oral History Project (IMOHP) at the University of Venda. Apart from his university 
duties, which including teaching and promoting postgraduate studies, Professor Mapaya is also a performing musician with several 
albums to his name. 
He is the author of two books titled The Music of Bahananwa and Mmino wa setšo (indigenous Music of Bahananwa).  
Moreover, Mapaya has authored numerous academic articles as well as opinion pieces. He has, to date, edited three books

15



CONVENERS  
     Prof Ingrid Palmary
Ingrid Palmary  Ingrid Joined UJ as a Professor in January 2018. Prior to that, she worked at the African Centre for Migration & So-
ciety at Wits University from 2005 -2017. Ingrid completed her PhD (psychology) at Manchester Metropolitan University, UK. Before 
entering academia, Ingrid worked at the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation as a senior researcher. Her research has 
been in the field of gender, violence and displacement. She has published in numerous international journals and is the co-editor of 
Gender and Migration: feminist interventions published by Zed Press; Handbook of International Feminisms: Perspectives on psychol-
ogy, women, culture and rights published by Springer; Healing and Change in the City of Gold: Case studies of coping and 
support in Johannesburg published by Springer. She is the author of Gender, sexuality and migration in South Africa: 
Governing morality published by Palgrave. 
Areas of research: Ingrid’s early research focused on women’s engagement with political transition and armed conflict in South Af-
rica and the Great Lakes Region. Since then she has conducted research on critical perspectives on sex work and trafficking, claims 
brought on the basis of gender-based persecution in the asylum system, the tensions between political and domestic violence and 
gender mainstreaming in development work, and violence against foreigners.
    

     Prof Jessica Murray
Jessica Murray is a full professor in the Department of English Studies at the University of South Africa. She is an NRF rated scholar 
and her research has been published widely in local and international academic journals. She is a feminist and queer theorist and she 
uses these intellectual frameworks as a lens through which to explore literary representations of women’s lived experiences. 
Since completing her own PhD as a Commonwealth scholar at the University of York in 2008, Prof Murray has successfully 
supervised a number of postgraduate students. Her research endeavours have been recognised by Unisa, where she has 
received the Chancellor’s prize for research.  

     Prof Johannes A. Smit 
Prof Johannes A. Smit  is a graduate of the University of Durban-Westville (now University of KwaZulu-Natal), founding editor of the 
SAPSE journal Alternation (1996) and served as research chair of the Humanities (2000 – January 2006). He has a lifelong commitment 
to interdisciplinary learning and critically- constructive research discourse and capacity development in the Arts and Humanities. He 
is the former Dean and Head of School of the School of Religion, Philosophy and Classics, as well as the former Dean and Head of 
School of the School of Arts (Acting) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He specialises in Comparative Religion (main focus Christiani-
ty), research methodology and method and theory, and is the founder of the postgraduate Programme in Religion and Social Transfor-
mation in 2000, that has graduated more than 300 postgraduate students. Prof Smit is currently the Chair & Director of the Humanities 
Institute (UKZN), the Regional Mentor for the UKZN-based NIHSS Doctoral School and Director of the Postdoctoral NIHSS Fellow 
Capacity Development.
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     Prof Kholofelo Mothibi
Kholofelo Mothibi  is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Safety and Security Management at the Tshwane Univer-
sity of Technology. She was previously employed as a Vice Dean of the School of Law, and Head of Criminal Justice Department at the 
University of Venda. She is the current secretary for CRIMSA (Criminology Society of Africa). Holds a doctoral degree in Criminology, 
Masters degree in Criminology, Masters degree in Public Administration, Honours degree in Criminology and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Social Sciences. Besides 15 years teaching experience, she held various academic roles such as community engagement chair, school 
higher degrees’ chair and Criminology syllabi review chair. Served as Head of Criminology Department at the University of Fort Hare 
and was a senior lecturer at the University of Limpopo. Actively involved in engaged research and in 2020 successfully led a team that 
reviewed Limpopo Provincial Crime Prevention Strategy. Supervised both doctoral, masters and honours students. She is the 
editorial committee member for Acta Criminologica Journal, which is DHeT accredited. Her fields of interests are in policing, crime 
prevention, victimology, juvenile justice and security management.

     Prof Kishore Raga 
Kishore Raga holds a PhD (Public Administration & Management) from the former University of Durban-Westville (University of 
Kwa-Zulu Natal). Professor Kishore Raga retired holding the position of Director: School of Governmental and Social Sciences at the 
Nelson Mandela University (NMU). He is currently appointed Research Associate at NMU; Mentor under the auspices of the National 
Institute of Social Sciences (NIHSS); and senior professor at University of Pretoria in the School of Public Administration and Man-
agement (SPMA) in a postgraduate supervisory capacity. Kishore has read papers at both national and international conferences. He 
has also published extensively in accredited journals locally and abroad. Professor Kishore Raga has offered various courses for the 
Emerging (EMDP) and Advanced Programmes (AMDP) for the former SAMDI (PALAMA) through the University of Pretoria, University 
of Stellenbosch, South African Local Government Association (SALGA) and Institute for Sustainable Governance and Development 
(ISGAD at the NMU) as well as Institute for Law in Action (NMU). 
Other fields of academic interest include: inter alia, research, developmental local government, public sector ethics, public sector 
procurement, diversity and strategic management, research methodology, public service delivery, project management, supply chain 
management, performance management, public policy and water management. Professor Kishore Raga strongly believes that equity 
in academia must be sustained and nurtured though research, an academic-supported community engagement as exemplified in 
teaching and learning.

     Dr Lee Watkins 
Lee Watkins is the Director of the International Library of African Music. He is also the editor of ‘African Music’, a journal which first ap-
peared in 1954. His research interests include applied studies in music, decolonial archival practices, hip hop, migration and diaspora 
studies, among others. Currently his main research project deals with the jazz heritage of the Eastern Cape. 
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     Prof Peace Kiguwa
Peace Kiguwa is Associate Professor in the School of Human and Community Development in Psychology at the University of the 
Witwatersrand, South Africa. Her research interests include gender and sexuality, critical race theory, critical social psychology and 
teaching and learning. Her research projects include focus on young women’s leadership in Higher Education in partnership with the 
African Gender Institute (AGI) and Destabilizing Heteronormativity project in partnership with Accountability International (AI). 
She has co-edited four books (UCT and ZED press releases) and has published in both local and internationally accredited journals. 
She is currently an Editorial Board Member of the accredited journals Psychology in Society (PINS), African Studies (AS) and Interna-
tional Journal of Critical Diversity Studies (IJCDS) and has co-edited three accredited Special Issue journals: Rethinking social cohe-
sion and its relationship to exclusion, Papers on Social Representations and Micro-politics of Belonging in Higher Education. She is the 
current Chair of the Sexuality and Gender Division of the Psychology Society of South Africa (PSYSSA) and recipient of the Vice-Chan-
cellor Excellence in Teaching and Learning Award at the University of the Witwatersrand. 

     Dr Philani Mthembu
Philani Mthembu is Executive Director at the Institute for Global Dialogue. Prior to joining the IGD, he pursued a joint doctoral pro-
gramme (Dr. rer. pol.) with the Graduate School of Global Politics, Freie Universität Berlin (Germany), and the School of International 
Studies at Renmin University, Beijing (China). The focus of his dissertation was on the rise of emerging powers as sources of develop-
ment cooperation in Africa, for which he was awarded Magna Cum Laude.
He co-founded the Berlin Forum on Global Politics (BFoGP), a non-profit organisation dedicated to the promotion of academic, ex-
pert, and public understanding of global politics. 
While completing his Masters in International Relations at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, he headed the Academ-
ic Development Programme for first year students and was elected as the first independent candidate to the Student Representative 
Council (SRC). His recent publications include a single authored book titled ‘China and India’s Development Cooperation in Africa: 
The Rise of Southern Powers’, and co-edited books titled ‘From MDGs to Sustainable Development Goals: The Travails of International 
Development’, ‘Africa and the World: Navigating Shifting Geopolitics’, and ‘Africa-China Cooperation: Towards an African Policy on 
China?’

     Dr Thembinkosi Goniwe
Thembinkosi Goniwe is an artist and art historian. He lectured at the University of Cape Town (UCT), University of the Witwatersrand, 
University of Fort Hare, and Vaal University of Technology. His artworks have been exhibited locally and internationally. He has contrib-
uted essays to various publications and has curated exhibitions in South Africa, the United States, Venice and Edinburgh. He holds an 
MFA from UCT as well as an MA and a PhD in History of Art from Cornell University. Goniwe is currently a visiting researcher at the Wits 
School of Art and lectures Art History and Visual Culture at Rhodes University.
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     Dr Thoko Mnisi
Thoko Mnisi holds a PhD in Education and a Masters in Educational Psychology. Her research interests are in technology as a peda-
gogy in higher education, digitisation and internationalisation. She is currently a Lecturer and a co-ordinator for the discipline of High-
er Education Studies in the University of KwaZulu-Natal (UKZN). She is also a facilitator for the PhD Cohort in the same discipline. Prior 
to this, she has been a facilitator and coordinator for Post-Graduate and Research Workshops while working in the UKZN Research 
Office Capacity Development Unit. Dr Mnisi has presented in local and international Conferences and Published in local and interna-
tional online journals. 

     Dr Tshepo Moloi 
Tshepo Molo is a senior lecturer at the University of the Free State, Qwaqwa campus, where he teaches History. He obtained his MA 
and PhD in History from the University of the Witwatersrand. Moloi is the co-editor of Guerrilla Radios in Southern Africa: Broadcast-
ers, Technology, Propaganda Wars, and the Armed Struggle and Place of Thorns: Black Political Protest in Kroonstad Since 1976. He 
has also contributed chapters in the various volumes of The Road to Democracy in South Africa under the auspices of the South Afri-
can Democracy Education Trust (SADET). Moloi’s research interests include histories of liberation struggle in South Africa, with a par-
ticular focus on youth and student politics and underground work. Moloi is currently working on the political biography of Mathews 
Phosa, former premier of Mpumalanga Province and Treasurer General of the African National Congress.  

     Prof Sekibakiba Lekgoathi 
Sekibakiba Peter Lekgoathi - Associate Professor and former HOD in History at Wits University where he started lecturing in Janu-
ary 2000. Qualifications: BA Ed., BA Hons (History) and MA (History) from Wits University; and a Ph.D. in History from the University of 
Minnesota, USA.A widely published scholar on Ndebele ethnicity; the history of the SABC’s African language radio; the ANC’s Radio 
Freedom; the politics of knowledge production, with specific reference to the relationship between white anthropologists and black 
research assistants; as well as on popular protests in rural and urban South Africa during the 1980s and 1990s. Lekgoathi is currently 
completing a book titled The Politics of Ndebele Ethnicity in South Africa, 1960-2010; and a co-edited volume titled Guerrilla Radios 
in Southern Africa: Broadcasters, Technology, Propaganda Wars, and the Armed Struggle 1960-1994. Recipient of NIHSS seed fund-
ing for a comparativeproject on the Histories of Guerrilla Radios in Southern Africa. 
He has contributed to school History textbooks writing and has also been involved in facilitating workshops with History educators 
and learners through the Wits History Workshop and the Oral History Association of South Africa (OHASA). He has served as an adju-
dicator for the Department of Basic Education’s iNkosi Albert Luthuli Young Historians Oral History Competition at district, provincial 
and national level since 2006. He is a member of the Ministerial Task Team (History) of the Department of Basic Education that is look-
ing into whether History should be introduced as a compulsory subject up to Matric. 
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     Prof Sikhumbuzo Mngadi 
Sikhumbuzo Mngadi is currently an Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of English at the University of Johannesburg. 
He has also taught at the universities of KwaZulu-Natal and Rhodes. His teaching interests are in the areas of South African drama, 
Anglophone African fiction, South African film, British and American literature. His research interests are in the areas of South African 
literature and film; conceptions of black masculinities; literary and cultural theory; and theories of cultural translation and adaptation. 
He has published on South African drama, particularly of the 1970s, and on the works of the late South African writer, Lewis Nkosi. 
His current research focuses on South African film and its constitution of black masculinities. Prof Mngadi has served as external mod-
erator for South African and overseas universities. He has held research grants with colleagues from India and is currently editing a 
journal special issue on Resistance in Indian and South African Literature, a collaborative project with Prof Ujjwal Jana of Pondicherry 
University, India. The project explores Dalit and anti-Apartheid literatures from an historicist perspective, focusing on autobiographical 
writing by black South African and Indian Dalit women. Other genres considered in the project include memoirs, forms of self-writing, 
film and film documentaries, and fiction.

     Prof Siphamandla Zondi 

Siphamandla Zondi is a Professor of Political Sciences in the Department of Political Sciences at the University of Johannesburg. He 
is a regional mentor in the NIHSS Doctoral Mentorship Programme. He serves also as a commissioner responsible for International 
Partnerships on the National Planning Commission, while he is the current Chairperson of the SA BRICS Think
Tank Council.
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Art and 

Politics



Devon Bailey

Recognition and Resistance: Rethinking the Black Female 
Dancing Body through Sarkaesthetics
Institution: University of Johannesburg

The issue of identity politics, which signifies the political 
activity around the shared experiences of injustice of mem-
bers of certain social groups remains unresolved and hotly 
debated in philosophy. Since identity politics often results 
in conflict, cosmopolitan theorists like Francis Fukuyama 
(2018) rejects identity politics and ultimately calls for the 
equal, universal recognition of all human beings. 
In this paper, I respond to the cosmopolitan rejection of 
identity politics by examining the simultaneous desire and 
despising of black female dancers as is briefly but not 
explicitly discussed by Paul Taylor in his (2016) :Black is 
Beautiful: A Philosophy of Black Aesthetics. I develop the 
discussion by exploring the extent to which the identity of 
the black female dancer is affected by this ambivalence and 
how external perceptions of one’s identity influences the 
formation thereof. 
Since bodies, sarkaesthetically perceived as flesh from the 
outside, are always already infused with race and gender, 
one’s perceived identity (Fukuyama, 2018) always forms 
the basis for the recognition awarded to or deprived of the 
black female dancer because she is primarily recognised 
first by her body. 
Whereas cosmopolitanists would call for the dismantling of 
race differences and gender dichotomies for the creation 
of a universal identity, I argue that the differences between 
people specifically regarding their race and gender cannot 
be ignored, especially not that of the black female dancer 
because of the extent to which she is discriminated against 
because of the third-personal perception of her identity. 
This is primarily because we are physical beings whose 
bodies are always already inscribed with race and gender. 
I make use of two specific dance examples to conduct this 
analysis, namely Dudu Masilo’s interpretation of ‘Swan Lake’ 
and the representation of women in Kid Ink ft Usher Ray-
mond’s Hip-Hop music video. 
I show how the sarkaesthetic perception and representation 
of black female dancing bodies remains rooted in racism 
and misogyny.

Taylor (2016) argues for the recognition of the personhood 
of aesthetically attractive bodies using Bell Hooks’ (1992) 
:Eating the Other - I claim that this aesthetic attraction re-
mains the framework within which perceptual engagements 
with black female dancers are approached both socially and 
in the context of the arts. 
I conclude that despite how ideal 
a universal recognition of the black female dancer would 
be, it remains an insufficient means of understanding the 
way she is sarkaesthetically, externally perceived and how 
this influences the way she forms her identity. 
Consequentially, I am not convinced that the rejection 
of identity politics would reduce the social conflict that 
Fukuyama (2018) wishes to avoid, but instead reveals the 
ways in which the perception of black female dancers ought 
to be altered. Key words: identity; sarkaesthetics; black 
female dancing bodies; aesthetic value; embodied experi-
ence; Hip-Hop music videos. and misogyny.

 Siyasanga Dingela

The impact of BRICs FDI flows on South African economy.
Institution: Nelson Mandela University

The paper examine the impact of Brazil, Russia, India, and 
China (BRIC) foreign direct investment on South African 
economic growth over the period 1997 to 2016. The study 
employs fully modified ordinary least squares (FMOLS) and 
dynamic ordinary least squares (DOLS). The results of both 
FMOLS and DOLS shows cointegration between BRIC for-
eign direct investment and South African economic growth. 
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Kristina Helena Johnstone

Monsters and Fossils: The challenges and possibilities of doc-
umenting embodied technique.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

This paper reflects on the process of developing a submis-
sion for the Ellipses Journal of Creative Research. The sub-
mission focused on the dance performance Monsters and 
Fossils, which was created by Kristina Johnstone and Thalia 
Laric in 2017, and which is part of a broader artistic PhD 
project around contemporary dance-making and represen-
tationalism. 
The process of developing the submission brought to the 
fore some of the challenges that are associated with sharing 
the research findings of dance and performance, particu-
larly in a scholarly setting. Possibilities, however, were also 
opened up, by making apparent some of the urgent ques-
tions that need to be considered in order to enhance em-
bodied research as a viable research field in academia. 
One of the main challenges of sharing research findings 
from dance or performance hinges on the question of docu-
mentation. 
After all, scholarly fields depend on an archive of knowl-
edge that can be accessed through documents, written or 
otherwise (Spatz, 2015). I will draw from Spatz (2015) who 
argues that scholars of dance and performance have too 
long focused on ‘ephemerality’ as the ontological status of 
these live performance events, a theory expounded in par-
ticular by Peggy Phelan (1993). 
Instead, Spatz offers the concept of embodied technique’ as 
that which structures dance, performance and other types of 
embodied practice to show how these live, fleeting events, 
can nonetheless be considered as durable epistemic loca-
tions’ (Spatz, 2020) that can, through documentation, sedi-
ment to form an archive. 
Finally, borrowing terminology from Foucault (1970) and 
Mbembe (2017), the dance Monsters and Fossils, used the 
image of ‘fossil’ to think through a body excavated from 
memory and ‘monster’ to point to a figure of the imagina-
tion (yet alive today). Can ‘monster’ and ‘fossil’ then also be-
come metaphors for the synchronic and diachronic dimen-
sions of an archive of embodied practice in dance? 

Refiloe Lepere

Di Pina tsa Monyanyako -A case for black feminist the-
atre-making aesthetic.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

In post-Apartheid, South African drama, theatre and perfor-
mances are characterized by a process of constant aesthetic 
reinvention. Black feminist theatre is the meeting place of 
the theory and expression of black women’s lives. The pres-
ence of black women in theatre has been minimal and in 
most places non-existence. 
The historical oppressive and exploitative nature of apart-
heid was such that black women were systematically left out 
of the processes of art-making and productions. While black 
consciousness centres black male experiences and feminist 
aesthetic focusses on white females’ creation. 
Black feminist aesthetic is the space where the image of the 
black female is, centre-stage. In creating theatre in collabo-
ration with black domestic workers, we explored the artistic 
inheritance of women, our creative and affective labour. 
In this paper, I look at the creation of the play, Dipina tsa 
Monyanyko, as a space that allowed for the emergence of 
women characters as leaders, and empowered subjects, in 
spite of the violence meted against them and the structural 
limitations of both colonial and anti-colonial thought. The 
play was created with a group of domestic workers in South 
Africa. In this paper, I explore the intergenerational and an 
unconventional creative conversation. 
I claim that this form of black feminist theatre-making has 
important methodological and theoretical implications for 
arts-based research. Current approaches to performance as 
research rhetoric, are inadequate in capturing song, poetics, 
and interpretation of forms of performance that black wom-
en are engaged in. 
The paper makes a case to incorporate intra-societal differ-
ences in experience, status, and autonomy. The play Di Pina 
tsa Monyayako is a deep, ritualistic turbulent exploration 
on the lives of domestic workers. I argue that there is an 
aesthetic contribution that black domestic workers make; 
whether political, activist or poetic. They connect the bina-
ries of inner/outer or domestic/public domain, with women’s 
embodied resistance. 
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  Lukhanyo Elvis Makhenyane

Traces of traditional genres in post-apartheid poetry: The 
Case of Zolani Mkiva.
Institution: University of Fort Hare

Despite the substantial research on the influence of tradi-
tional genres on African literature, there is little research 
on the influence of these genres on South African literature 
produced in the post-apartheid era. Using textual analysis 
as a method, this article analyses the influence of traditional 
genres on post-apartheid poetry, with special reference to 
Zolani Mkiva’s poetry. 
Mkiva employs elements of traditional genres such as folk-
tales, idiomatic expressions, clan names and genealogies to 
enhance his messages to his audience in the post-apartheid 
era. Mkiva’s post-apartheid poetry reveals that traditional 
genres still influence contemporary literary genres. In using 
these traditional genres in combination with references to 
current social and political issues he provides a model that 
could be emulated by other poets in the post-apartheid era. 
Furthermore, his work contributes to the preservation of 
language and tradition and contributes to the growth of lan-
guage as new idiomatic expressions are being introduced.

 Lindiwe Malindi

Temporalities of the radical imagination and the simultaneous 
multiplicity of space.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand
The future is the natural domain of political utopias. The cur-
rent-day utopian revival, which stresses the need to exper-
iment with alternatives, despite it’s profound formal differ-
ences from the political utopias of the 20th century, remains 
orientated towards “alternative futures”, with “now” standing 
for “urgently” in the slogan “utopia now”. Representations 
of “alternative presents”, most notably present in contempo-
rary speculative fiction and the arts more broadly, generally 
serves to inspire or motivate future-orientated activity under 
the banner of possibility and possibilities. Notions of radical 
futurity - including theories of black and queer futurities, 
which are all too familiar with the mollifying and depoliti-
cising ways in which notions of waiting and patience can be 
weaponised against radical claims - have been instrumental 
in redefining the notion of revolutionary time.   

Most notably, the idea of prefiguration has been at the 
centre of a dynamic and contentious discussion about praxis 
and the limitations thereof under existing conditions. More 
recently, and especially with relation to the student-worker 
protests of 2015-2016 in South Africa, the notion of rupture 
has been used to theorise the kinds of possibilities and 
imaginaries that emerged during that period. 
Whilst the former makes use of the metaphor of the fold (of 
the future into the present) the latter refers to the idea of a 
break.
This paper will look at these two conceptions/metaphors 
(notably though also obviously necessarily spatial) along-
side the notion of “the now” - with the goal of understand-
ing what happens to utopia and utopianism when they are 
thus re-temporalised. 
In doing so it will draw on the work of Saidiya Hartmann, Mi-
chelle Wright’s conceptualisation of “epiphenomenological 
time” and Brian Massumi’s theory of “the virtual”, with spe-
cial attention to the ways that these relate to feminist geog-
rapher Doreen Massey’s explorations of the “simultaneous 
multiplicity” of space. The combination of these ideas as “si-
multaneous multiplicity in the now” constitutes the theoret-
ical approach towards the question of temporality that I use 
in my thesis more broadly, a move that most notably shapes 
my methodological design process as well as the readings 
of the various utopias that I am in the process of generating 
through my “fieldwork”.

Charles Matiyenga

Authorial emotion in the beautyful ones are not yet born (AR-
MAH, 1968.
Institution: University of Fort Hare

Literary analysis in academic environments has traditionally 
been more inclined towards the investigation of the literari-
ness of texts with focus on the plot, characterisation, motiva-
tion, value and background of the literary texts under study; 
the major objective being the interpretation of the literary 
production. This traditional approach has by and large been 
instructor-centred and has tended to be transmissive be-
cause of the top-down relationship between the instructor 
and the reader and thereafter, product-centred in 
that, usually, a logical, sound though subjective 
interpretation of the text is expected. 25



The study of literature has evolved through the stylistics 
approach which involves linguistic textual analysis and also 
encourages readers to interact with textual structure to infer 
meaning. 
This paper examines the exploration of literary discourse 
patterns in The Beautyful Ones Are Not Yet Born (Armah, 
1968) from appraisal linguistic and extended pragma-dia-
lectic argumentation perspectives utilising the modified Ap-
praisal Framework (Martin and White, 2005) and the Extend-
ed Pragma-dialectic Theory of Argumentation (van Eemeren 
and Grootendorst (1984, 1992 and 2004). 
The thrust of this approach is to further accentuate these 
theories as efficient and logical ways to the study of litera-
ture in an objective, systematic way concerned with the var-
ious linguistic resources by which texts and authors express, 
negotiate, and naturalise particular inter-subjective and 
ideological positions, and also convince the reader of the 
acceptability of a standpoint through propositions justifying 
or refuting particular claims and counterclaims that the texts 
and authors put forward. 
This paper intends to highlight that the link between lin-
guistics and literary texts is such that meaning is dependent 
as much upon the processes of interpretation undertaken 
by a reader as upon the actual linguistic structures that the 
writers make use of. 
An appreciation of the Bakhtinian view of dialogism in texts 
in order to validate the entry point of the linguistic theoret-
ical frameworks central to this study, namely the Appraisal 
Theory and the Pragma-dialectic Theory of Argumentation 
into the field of literature stresses the value of linguistics in 
literary studies. 
Through identification of appraisal and argumentation 
resources in the text from a textual analysis perspective, the 
study ushers in an alternative approach to literary criticism 
modelled within the discourse analysis domain, shifting fo-
cus from the structural approach to the deduction of mean-
ing, to the functional use of language through the practical 
elaboration of a system of interpersonal relations and the 
management of emotions, endorsing the fact that language 
assumes a functional role in society in order to extend a par-
ticular view as influenced by societal expectations. 

Bongani W Mkhonza

Art acquisition policy of the University of South Africa (UNISA) 
Art Gallery.
Institution: University of South Africa

The aim of this research is to examine the extent to which 
the Unisa Art Gallery Art Acquisition Policy (hereinafter-ab-
breviated UAGAP) responds to South Africa’s post-apartheid 
national political imperatives of social transformation encap-
sulated in the country’s legislation. 
In my view there is a general tendency among universities to 
craft their own individual policies outside existing national 
mandates. Worse still is that, when national guidelines do 
not exist, institutions tend to think that they are given carte 
blanche to pursue their own agendas. 
I argue that as a result, the national cohesion sought to 
remedy the legacy of the country’s racial segregation is set 
aside. Furthermore, the lack of coalescence or convergence 
of various theoretical orientations globally in the cultural 
studies arena, especially the cultural policy division in which 
art acquisition policy is located, exacerbates the situation. 
Through qualitative research methodology, the study makes 
several empirical enquiries in respect of the aforemen-
tioned. 
Among others, it appears that, although the South African 
government provides some policies on social transforma-
tion at institutions of higher learning, none are specific to 
arts and culture in general and especially to art acquisition 
policy. Arts and culture-specific national legislation is not 
only weak on art collecting but also does not link to nor pro-
nounce on the subject of art acquisition policies at universi-
ties. 
Consequently, the structures are without benchmarks 
against which they could measure themselves. ii In this con-
text, although the research findings portray positive prog-
ress by the UAGAP in responding to post-apartheid political 
objectives of socio-economic transformation, some gaps 
were found to be clearly visible. Moreover, it appears that 
the UAGAP deficiencies are representative of other South 
African universities’ art collections, some of which do not 
have an acquisition policy.
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The study explores the complex phenomenon of historical 
exclusion from and, under- and misrepresentation of black 
South African artists in major national art collections. The 
objective is to investigate criteria and categories that are 
often at play in under- and misrepresentation of the previ-
ously disadvantaged groups, especially of black artists. To 
this end, I review the art acquisition policy of the UAC which 
is included in Appendix 01. 
Appendix 02 research script was included to provide access 
and reference to the questions used in the interviews to 
collect data. Appendix 03 catalogue of artworks in the Unisa 
Art Collection (acquired 2009-2012), was included to show 
more examples of artworks in the collection. The catalogue 
also provides reference to my critique on the socio-political 
circumstances around the producers of artworks in the UAC; 
the medium of expression and its impact to policy.

Devaksha Moodley

Owning the Stage: The Eempowerment of South African Indi-
an women in theatre
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

The South African Indian Women’s voice has often been 
marginalised. In our country, communities and families, 
South African Indian women are rarely given the space to 
articulate our own subject positions. Krijay Govender writes 
that, “this is mainly because the naturalised roles of wom-
en under the banner of culture and cultural preservation 
confine women to the private sphere” (2001: 33). Theatre 
provides a public space for South African Indian women, 
like myself, to express ourselves, delve into our experiences 
and challenge the patriarchal gender norms that still persist 
in our culture, religion and communities. The stage gives us 
room we don’t have in our homes, to explore our identities 
and represent ourselves. Muthal Naidoo contends that in 
the ‘Indian’ community, the search for identity is an ongoing 
process and underlies all cultural, social and political ac-
tivities (1997:31). In finding and challenging one’s identity, 
Govender says that, :theatre offers marginal groups, like 
South African Indian women, an opportunity to represent 
their own positions, to oppose the appropriation and silenc-
ing of their positions by their male counterparts (2001: 33). 
An endeavour of my doctoral thesis has been to recognise 
the voices of South African Indian women in theatre. 

Through the writing of my own play, “Devi” (2019), I was 
able to represent myself and, in turn, the lives and experi-
ences of South African Indian women. 
Notably, I am only one voice among the many diverse wom-
en with whom I share cultural, religious, communal and fa-
milial experiences. There are several playwrights, including 
myself, who have used the medium of theatre to empower 
ourselves and our sisters and when we do put our work, our 
voices, on the stage, it is indeed a liberating experience. 
This paper thus explores the South African Indian woman’s 
voice in theatre and how it is an empowering form of ex-
pression for us. 
Through research, including interviews with playwrights and 
an analysis of their plays, along with my own work as a play-
wright, this paper posits and will show how “South African 
Indian women playwrights have used theatre as a means to 
explore and liberate themselves from oppressive cultural 
identities” (Govender, 2001: 41).

Kgomotso Moshugi

De-colonial Implications of Creative Tampering in the Locali-
sation of an American Christian Hymn
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

Notwithstanding theological orientations, the history of 
Christian domination in Africa has included what is arguably 
an imposition of Euro-American hymns. Communities have 
endeavoured to create meaning by inserting ‘something of 
the local’ in their faith related understanding and practices, 
even as it concerned music (King, Kidula, Kabrill &Oduro 
2008). 
Although the extent of such insertions has varied from insti-
tution to another, based on some form of internal or exter-
nal politics, Christianity has not always been able to isolate 
itself from colonial associations (Agawu 2009). Historically 
and largely, scholarship has tended to privilege etic ap-
proaches to knowledge production in ways that have rarely 
granted full representation. of the values and intellectual 
qualities of various local communities being studied (Agawu 
2016). Through this paper, and using an intentionally emic 
approach, I attempt to outline how the scholarship 
of Hegel, refuted by other mostly African scholars, 
undermines the intellectual and creativecapacity 
of Africans.
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Understanding and observing artistic works as an embodi-
ment and product of thinking, and knowing in creative ways, 
underscores my interest in research in the arts, through the 
arts, for the arts or related to the arts, more generally (Crisp-
in 2015). Csikszentmihalyi (1999), using a systems model 
of creativity, offers a framework that recognises the making 
of creative works as a process depended on, and able to 
alter current - while producing new, knowledge in any given 
cultural domain. 
This position assumes a type of de-colonial thinking con-
cerning such ideas of hegemony that are traceable to the 
colonialist premise held by Hegel. Here, I argue that hymns 
have been a cite of heightened de-colonial efforts for de-
cades, in South Africa. This is drawn from my current doctor-
al study on the use of musical arranging as an artistic and 
creative tool in the integration of Euro-America hymns into 
South African contexts. 
For this paper, I attend to F.E. Belden who wrote a hymn Joy 
by and by in 1886 that formed part of the hymn collection of 
Seventh Day Adventists. Through missionisation, when the 
SDA church established itself in South Africa, this hymn was 
part of a local compilation that was translated into vernacu-
lar languages. 
Since the mid 1980s, beyond its use in congregational 
singing, this hymn has been the object of re-imagination 
and de-familiarisation by arrangers who have applied their 
creativity rendering alternative new versions of this hymn. 
I analyse the hymnbook installation and audio recordings 
of this hymn along an interview with Boyce Seoketsa, who 
arranged a popular version, and an auto-ethnographic re-
flection on my own arrangement of the same. The particular 
translation I focus on is in the Zulu hymnbook. Observing 
this work in its original form, I trace the intellectual value 
and process it undergoes as it assumes new forms and varia-
tions, comparatively. 
From these findings, I establish that arranging is an intel-
lectual and creative agency through which knowledge has 
been produced in ways not conventionally recognised for 
their de-colonial qualities. As a creative practice, the localis-
ing process through arranging affirms the humanity and the 
longstanding intellectual ability of Africans as they de-fa-
miliarise and reframe in their local context those ideas that 
initially originate in Euro-American contexts. In the inter-
section of local and foreign cultures, this study recognises 
the emergence of new cultural ideas that have continued to 
enrich the lives and expressions of Africans.

Adolphas Kwenza Mtshali

Crime, self and desistence
Institution: University of Zululand

Crime, self and desistence This article is an extract from 
the findings of the study, :The indigenous crime prevention 
strategy, employing the role of traditional leadership and 
social workers. It reveals the effects of crime on the individ-
ual, the victim and the community at large. It exposes how 
becoming either a victim or the being an offender affects 
oneself and one’s social functioning. 
The article presents the needs of the victim, the offender 
and the community on the crime aftermath. It portrays how 
indigenous systems in the form of traditional leaders could 
be utilized by social work profession to intervene in the lives 
of both victims and offenders. The study is conducted in the 
province of KwaZulu -Natal, South Africa. 
The sample consists of Amakhosi Traditional leaders and 
social workers who work with offenders and victims. The 
question that the article seeks to address is, how can tradi-
tional leaders as a leadership and social workers as institu-
tions promote resilience and desistence in offenders and 
victims of crime? 
In -depth interviews are conducted with both Amakhosi 
and social workers. The extract is one theme that emerged 
during interviews with the respondents. Social services 
workers in a criminal justice system find themselves having 
face two divergent realities, that is they need to embark on 
programmes towards offender rehabilitation while also have 
to accept that the criminal justice seeks to mete out pun-
ishment to the offender while trying to maximize commu-
nity safety (Casey, Day, Vess and Ward,2013). Twikirize and 
Spitzer (2019) makes a call for researchers and scholars to 
produce knowledge, interventions and social work practice 
which is based on African indigenous knowledge. A need to 
decolonize knowledge and practice is identified.The article 
therefore seeks to conjure how the traditional leadership 
as an indigenous institution could tapped to tackle crime, 
especially in the promotion of resilience and desistence as a 
way of contributing to crime prevention. This in line with the 
clarion call to conduct research and development knowl-
edge that are informed by prevailing conditions 
and resources in Africa, which is promulgated by 
protagonists of Afrocentricity conditions and 
resources in Africa, 
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which is promulgated by protagonists of Afrocentricity 
which is the notion that Africa is not inferior to any continent 
and therefore in a position to develop solutions that are Af-
rocentric and tailor made to address her unique problems. 
The White Paper on Safety and Security (2016) posits that 
building safer communities is the collective responsibility 
which is borne by the State and citizens of the Republic of 
South Africa. It further opines that for safety to be realized, it 
calls for concerted action by the State, citizenry, civil society 
and private sector. The realisation of safety for citizenry is 
enshrined as one of the goals of the National Development 
Plan in South Africa. For crime to be effectively dealt with, 
Lab (2014) advocates that it should be addressed at primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels. 
The article articulates how Traditional leaders and Social 
workers deal with crime on the three levels as suggested by 
Lab (2014) and espoused by the White Paper on Safety and 
Security (2016). It points at areas of convergence between 
social work practice and traditional leaders in traditional 
communities. The article reveals that Africa and Africans do 
have intervention mechanisms and systems of dealing with 
its social problems like crime. It points to the necessity of 
tapping on or utilizing indigenous knowledge and systems 
in solving crime and its aftermath.It, with without denigrat-
ing other intervention methods learned and borrowed else-
where, argues that Africa has systems that are relevant to 
provide solutions which are developmental and reparatory 
to the self when it has been impaired by the effects of crime.

Moreen Mugomba

C.D.A of Election campaigns in Zimbabwe with specific refer-
ence to 2008 and 2013 election periods
Institution: University of Fort Hare

Elections are a key aspect in all communities and in Zim-
babwe they are held usually after every 5 years. Election 
discourse is paramount in society and as elections are held 
several persuasive elements and occasions come into play 
as contesting candidates try to garner votes. Election dis-
course is realised in the aspiring candidates’ speeches. 
Linguistic manipulation is an influential instrument in pol-
itics and as such presidential candidates’ electioneering 
discourse is infested with persuasive discourse linguistic 
elements. Therefore, the aim of the study was to analyse the 
generic structure of hard news and editorials and the

nature of linguistic devices invoked for the enactment of 
political goals and objectives by Zimbabwean newspaper 
reports in English and Shona as well as how presidential 
candidates express themselves to the electorate through 
language. The study demonstrated how newspaper re-
porters and editorialists make linguistic choices to express 
similar content from contending politicians during election 
time. The study was qualitative in nature. Interviews and 
document analysis were tools used to collect data. 
Specifically, ten newspaper reporters were interviewed for 
their extensive knowledge of media situations and news-
paper articles as well as political manifestos by two of the 
presidential contenders were analysed. Systemic Function-
al Linguistics and Critical Discourse Analysis were used as 
theories of analysis. 
The findings revealed the existence of certain linguistic 
devices that are used in the art of persuasion, as candidates’ 
campaign for political posts and when the journalists report 
news to the electorate. These devices include modals, verbs, 
pronouns, metaphors, repetition, anaphora as well as the 
use of :us and them in both the speeches and news reports 
in English and Shona. The analysis showed a discrepancy 
between State and Independent media as far as news rep-
resentation of election events is concerned. There must be 
a balance in the presentation of politics in newspapers even 
if there is personal bias in linguistic choice on the part of 
individual journalists. A transitional model into electioneer-
ing reporting came up which looks into issues of cohesion in 
news reports. The study has contributed further insights into 
the nature, features and functions of political discourse.

Raison Naidoo

Simon Njami, Writer and Curator of Contemporary African Art
Institution: University of Cape Town

Curator Simon Njami’s background in literature, as a nov-
elist and as founding editor of Revue Noire ”the jour-
nal of contemporary African art published in Paris from 
1991-2001”permits the exploration of several themes linked 
to the entangled notion of the writer as curator. Njami’s 
skills as a writer resurface in his curating and I will focus on 
some instances of this in this discussion explicitly illustrated 
via Njami’s recent touring exhibition
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“The Divine Comedy -Heaven, Hell, Purgatory by Contempo-
rary African Artists (2014)”. While working with Revue Noire, 
Njami travels widely in Africa, developing a vast network 
of artists and starts to produce his first exhibitions on con-
temporary African art. :Otro Paisor :Another Country (1994), 
an exhibition curated by Simon Njami and Joelle Busca--in-
spired by the title of the novel by James Baldwin--was 
shown at Centro Atlantico de Arte Moderno (Las Palmas de 
Gran Canaria) in Spain in November 1994. 
“L’Afrique par elle-même” (1998), “Africa Remix” (2004) 
and the Bamako Encounters photo (2001-2007) and Dak’art 
(2016 & 2018) contemporary art biennales are other exhibi-
tion highlights in Njami’s curatorial career. I will limit my fo-
cus to curator Njami’s relationship with literature. That is, his 
reference to literature to inspire themes in his exhibitions.

Sophia Sanan

A political economy of the traditional African art object -an 
exploration of two object types
Institution: University of Cape Town

This paper presents an exploration of the movement (both 
physical and symbolic) of two particular art object types - 
examples of which exist in the Permanent Collection of Af-
rican Art at the Iziko South African National Gallery in Cape 
Town. Jyotindra Jain asks :(w)asn’t the object, even while be-
ing a part of a living tradition, passing through many lives? 
Isn’t it true that objects were not what they were made to be 
but what they have become? (2017). 
This PhD dissertation makes a case for the re-reading of the 
traditional, historical African art object found in a museum 
collection, in terms of political economy in order to offer an 
interpretation of ‘what it has become’ in the contemporary 
South African context. 
By doing so I hope weave into the rarefied discourse of art 
and the ‘neutral’ space of the museum, the materiality of 
bodies and trade of goods and other commodities associat-
ed with the global economic systems first of colonialism and 
later of neo-liberal capitalism. 
The Senufo Bird mask from Cote-d’Ivoire and the Nimba 
Dance Mask from Baga, Guinea are presented as case stud-
ies. The paper traces their reincarnations through different 
markets (art, tourist, village), different value systems and 
epistemic frames. Guided by Appadurai’s work on the ‘So-
cial life of things’ and Ivan Kopytoff ’s work on object lives,

I follow these two objects (currently packed and folded 
away in the ISANG storeroom) into different spaces -ver-
sions of them can be identified in Aspire and Sotheby’s 
auction houses (online and virtual), the stalls of Long Street 
Antique traders as well as Greenmarket square floorspace 
(and from there have travelled from village craft workshops), 
luxury tourist boutiques, luxury interior décor warehouses in 
the city of Cape Town and beyond. It is precisely the objects 
themselves -and the aesthetic lineages and traditions of ar-
tistic practice and trade that they embody -that offer a guide 
to extend the search beyond the museum to understand 
and unpack the meanings and affordances of the keys terms 
in this category: ‘traditional’, ‘African’ and ‘art’.

Pfunzo Sidogi

Rural Afropolitans: Visualisations of urban modernity by vil-
lage-based black artists
Institution: Stellenbosch University

Historically, rural-based black artists in South Africa were 
denied the right to the city and were rendered as outsiders 
or aliens of industrialised modernity. 
The rural-urban dichotomy attempted to articulate hard 
boundaries between rurality and urbanity, where the village 
denoted all things African and the city was paradigmatic of 
western modernity. In this paper, I use Afropolitanism as the 
theoretical lens to slay the rural-urban split by exploring vi-
sualisations of urban modernity created by young black art-
ists based in the rural countryside. Amongst other examples, 
I specifically review the work of Mulalo Negondeni and Dz-
ulani Sidogi who unsettle this fictional rural-urban divide in 
their sculptural installations inspired by iconic architectural 
structures found in the cities of Johannesburg and Durban 
respectively. As site-specific installations located in the rural 
regions of the Vhembe District in the Limpopo Province, the 
mini-cities created by Negondeni and Sidogi transcend their 
geographic disposition to reimagine South Africa’s urban 
landscape in progressive and non-binary modes. 
By reproducing the most iconic engineering feats of urban 
modernity, these rural-based artists have reclaimed urban-
ness for themselves and their fellow villagers. Through their 
home-based artworks these rural Afropolitans have both 
literally and figuratively domesticated the city 
and its associations to modernity. 30



Lee Walters

Social imaginaries, apartheid and the making of neoliberal 
power in South Africa’s post-Apartheid.
Institution: University of the Western Cape

The debate about the relationship between neoliberalism 
and what, variously, is referred to as Arts and Entertainment, 
Cultural and Creative Industries, Arts Worlds, and Arts and 
Culture sector appears to take for granted the neoliberal 
order of things. 
By supporting the role of the state in free-market fundamen-
talism or in its criticism of state delivery, the debate very 
often eviscerates several complex realities. Issues of labour, 
gender, race and the texture of power relations neoliber-
alism demands, and imposes, on cultural production and 
cultural producers remain flat in myriad articulations. 
This remissive approach, I argue, simultaneously evokes and 
reveals deeply held ideological perspectives. It also mirrors 
and underpins liberal democratic discourse about the arts 
-at the level of the state and bureaucracy and within the cir-
culation, if not circuit, of ideas to be found in civil society’s 
slightly left of centre political orientation. 
To return race and gender, and cultural and sociological 
imaginations, to the centre of complex processes of subjec-
tivation, I attempt to subject an apartheid-neoliberal relation 
to scrutiny. 
I begin with a historical overview of the ANC-Arts rela-
tionship, before I attend to, how, affective, knowledge and 
political systems facilitate a technological role for neoliberal 
influence in cultural production. 
I also in the present proposition infer the limitations of an 
ideological “political frame, and this critique of neoliberal-
ism presents an obstacle to better understanding rapid and 
unprecedented change within the sector. 
It also, I suggest, not only makes nonsense of complex 
lived experiences but, also, reveals a type of fear one might 
usually associate with illusions of superiority and an intransi-
gent disregard for unlimited space in history.  

Charity Hove
Media representation of Zimbabwean Pentecostal prophets as 
a catalyst for church .
Institution: University of Fort Hare

Pentecostal churches are renowned for their advances in 
church marketing through the appropriation of media tech-
nology. However, not only do Pentecostal churches become 
popular from their own marketing communications, but they 
also get help from newspapers. 
This study looks at the how newspapers influenced the pop-
ularity of three Pentecostal churches in Zimbabwe through 
their representations of the prophets and the churches as 
brands. Thirty-six newspaper articles ranging from 2012 till 
2020 were analysed using critical discourse analysis. Us-
ing the media framing theory which highlights how media 
represents reality to society, it was established that newspa-
pers enable church marketing in particular frames aimed at 
reinforcing perceptions about the churches in addition to 
the marketing communication mix used by the churches for 
publicity. 
For example, the appraisal of prophets in the texts, usage of 
catchy headings and the overall depiction of the Pentecos-
tal churches as brands suggest that newspapers provided 
ample publicity to fuel the churches’ popularity, thereby 
contributing to the spread of Pentecostalism in Zimbabwe. 
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  Nhlayisi Cedrick Baloyi

The use of social media for academic purposes by students at 
institutions of higher learning.
Institution: University of Limpopo

The focus of this paper is on the investigation of the use of 
social media for academic purposes by students at institu-
tions of higher learning. Students from University of Limpo-
po in South Africa were the participants for this study. The 
main aim of this paper is to establish how often students 
uses social media for educational purposes. 
Two Social Networking Sites (SNSs) YouTube and Facebook 
have been chosen for this particular study. The study seeks 
to find out how have students integrated the use of so-
cial media purely for academic purposes, and whether the 
platform assist in enhancing their academic performance. 
Moreover, the paper also addresses whether students have 
essential skills to use social media platforms as an academic 
tool and the problems they encounter. 
Qualitative and quantitative research paradigms were ap-
plied for this study. Focus groups and survey questionnaires 
were used to collect data. 
The qualitative data were analysed using thematic analysis 
and statistical software has been used to analyse question-
naires. The study revealed that very few students are using 
social media platforms for educational purposes. 
Few postgraduate students use YouTube to view academic 
related contented. The study has also found that students 
are still struggling to integrate Facebook in the academic 
field. 
There are a number of challenges students encounter with 
regards to the use of social media for academic purpose. 
Such challenges include lack of support and encourage-
ment from academics, poor internet connection and lack of 
training on how to use the internet in general as an academ-
ic tool. 

Kyle Bester

Unpacking the meaning attributed to cybersecurity awareness 
among South African military officers
Institution: Stellenbosch University

Cyberspace has been identified as a new domain of war-
fare and as such, awareness of cyber threats are crucial for 
military members because it allows for greater insight into 
potential ephemeral attacks. Furthermore, cybersecurity 
awareness is one of the key factors in decreasing the online 
vulnerability of military members. In South Africa, cyberse-
curity is an emerging topic of interest and the South African 
National Defence Force has highlighted the need to en-
hance its cybersecurity capacity. 
This study focused on the qualitative exploration on how the 
advancement of cybersecurity may influence the behaviour 
of military officers and the manner in which they interact 
with changing technology in the workplace. 
Exploring the views and perceptions of cybersecurity and 
how threats are scrutinised among military officers is consid-
ered to be vital when producing knowledge in an emerging 
research area. 
The securitization framework was used to indicate how 
participants securitize an issue within the military context, 
particularly when viewing the 4IR as an agent that advances 
technological innovation in the workplace and demands 
social acceptance. 
Exploring the views and perceptions of military officers from 
an organizational psychology perspective necessitated that 
the researcher explore this emerging topic from a qualita-
tive method of inquiry and highlighting a site of knowledge 
which has often been left unengaged in mainstream psy-
chology. 
This study employed convenient sampling and recruited 
182 participants enrolled for professional military education 
at two South African Military Tertiary Institutions. 
Findings point towards the notion that three factors name-
ly cybersecurity orientation; view on cybersecurity and the 
application of security has been highlighted as factors that 
can influence how military members perceive cybersecurity 
awareness.  
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  Bahle Mazeka

Monitoring socio-ecological relations of urban environments 
using land use land cover change.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

Global South cities continue experiencing exponentially 
novel rates of rapid urbanisation. Through anthropogen-
ic activities uncontrolled urban land-level transformations 
threaten the sustainability of biophysical environment, and 
planning and development. 
eThekwini Municipality offers a reflective lens on transfor-
mative and experimental learning on contemporary urban-
isation. This chapter places attention on understanding the 
role of urbanisation in landscape-level transformation of 
urban environments. 
This is achieved through land use and land cover (LULC) 
methodology to quantify and analyse the highly dynamic 
socio-natural relationship in eThekwini Municipality, from 
1991 to 2017, and documentation analysis. Results indicate 
the built-up area has increased by 16.92% at the expense of 
vegetation coverage with a loss of 24.80%. 
The result reaffirm urbanisation is the process of relation-
alities that involve the transformation of biophysical and 
material entities in the making of urban environments. A 
continuous decline of vegetation coverage is relation to the 
increase of the built-up area reflecting discourses of con-
temporary urban environments. 
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  Claire Biesman-Simons

An analysis of the use and positioning of :culture of reading in 
South Africa
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

The notion of a culture of reading has been presented as a 
panacea for overcoming the reading crisis in South Africa. 
Yet, the Government and the majority of stakeholders within 
the South African reading and education fields have not de-
tailed what they understand this term to mean, what practic-
es must be enacted to achieve this and how they will ensure 
an improvement in learners’ reading abilities and academic 
results. 
In this paper, I report on my review of the discourse sur-
rounding a culture of reading within the South African field 
and, by drawing together the common threads across re-
search, I outline what emerged as necessary to create a cul-
ture in South Africa that supports reading. For this research, 
I reviewed over 300 texts that included the terms :culture of 
reading:reading culture and :South Africa (over the period 
of 1990-2020) retrieved from Google and Google Scholar. 
My original aim was to conduct a critical analysis of these 
texts to arrive at a clear definition of a culture of reading 
within the South African context. 
What emerged from my analysis, however, is that although 
the term :culture of reading is used extensively, there is little 
critical engagement with the term. The term culture of read-
ing is most frequently referenced in two contexts. 
Firstly, the term is used to refer to reading practices across 
all South Africans (Sisulu, 2004; TNS Research Surveys, 
2016; Mda, 2017). More commonly, it applies to children’s 
reading practices (Hibbert and Crous, 2011; PRAESA, 2017; 
Stine, Hazell and Shiohira, 2018). 
As my doctoral research explores a culture of reading within 
a school, I have concentrated primarily on practices that are 
specific to children. 
If any explanation of :culture of reading is put forward, this 
explanation typically focuses on a specific aspect of what 
constitutes a culture of reading with limited analysis of how 
this aspect plays out in reading practices. The complexity of 
positioning reading within the South African context is such 
that my aim of providing an overarching, succinct definition 
of a culture of reading was not achievable.

The determining factors that Global North scholarship state 
as necessary and that South African authors too often cite 
uncritically may apply to the South African context. However, 
there are clear additional attributes that are essential to the 
South African context and I explore these in this paper. 
These include the ability to read; responding to the multilin-
gual environment within South Africa; effective and rele-
vant assistance from the Government that enables schools, 
communities and households to support reading for mean-
ing and for pleasure; and a need for growth in the local 
publishing industry. Following discussion and analysis of the 
dominant themes, the article concludes with an outline of 
what components are most fundamental in identifying what 
constitutes a culture of reading in the South African context 
and how these can contribute to the creation and mainte-
nance of a culture of reading in South Africa.

 Dumsani Mandla Gumede

The impact of COVID-19 on Education System: the case of 
tertiary education in South Africa.
Institution: University of Zululand

The impact of COVID-19 on Education System: the case of 
tertiary education in South Africa Author: Gumede, Dum-
sani. M. Affiliation: University of Zululand, South Africa Ab-
stract The coronavirus (Covid-19) has impacted all aspects 
of our lives including education and economy, not only in 
South Africa but worldwide. Head of States have issued 
different strategies to curb the spread and transmission of 
the deadly virus. In South Africa, the lockdown regulations 
were issued which resulted in closure of the universities. The 
closure of universities presented new opportunities for the 
education system in South Africa which can be adopted to 
preserve the academic year being lost. 
Opportunities include lecturers and students collaboration, 
introduction of online education, technology to enhance 
teaching and learning and making the broadband accessi-
ble to support learning. In contrast, the COVID-19 pandemic 
opens up an entirely new set of challenges for the education 
system. Overnight, universities had to migrate from face-
to-face engagements to online learning. Also, revealed the 
inequalities trends among South African universities, races, 
and the geographical locations of the students.
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This article highlights how the tertiary education system 
in South Africa has been affected and how the education 
system can respond to mitigate challenges. Although there 
are lot of uncertainty about the prognosis of the COVID-19 
pandemic with regards to education sector in South Africa, 
but the article highlighted some opportunities that could be 
explored to change South African education system beyond 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
The article also, highlighted key challenges that the govern-
ment, the leadership in education sector and other stake-
holders in education need to mitigate in order to strength-
en the current systems and make it more responsive to 
students’ learning needs and create education system that 
could withstand any future challenges and be adaptive, stay 
flexible in the face of continuous change.

Yolisa Mhlomi

A comparative analysis of blended learning between S.A pri-
vate and public high schools in EC
Institution: University of Fort Hare

The blended learning approach to teaching and learning 
is a strategy that incorporates both the traditional (face to 
face) instruction and virtual learning platforms. Thus, this 
paper comparatively analyses the use and implementation 
of blended learning strategy to both private and public high 
schools in the Eastern Cape.
The researcher has identified the problem as the underper-
formance in Eastern Cape education (and matric results) 
with a huge gap in digital technologies when comparing 
private and public schools. 
The theoretical framework was conceptualised using the 
Diffusion of Innovation Theory and Cognitive Theory for 
Learning. Furthermore, the researcher employed the mixed 
methods approach, whereby the data was collected by 
questionnaire surveys and interviews and it was analysed by 
thematic analysis and Microsoft Excel graphs for the quanti-
tative section.  

Andrew Hebron Nhlongo

This study presents a qualitative, interpretive case study of 
five lecturers from different disciplinces
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

Innovation in our educational system is driving our edu-
cation towards new directions and new heights. Students 
of the 21st century generation owing to current advances, 
learn best with technology. 
This may be one of the reasons our educational system is 
shifting towards the use of educational technologies. One of 
the universities in South Africa introduced a policy stipulat-
ing Moodle as a mandatory teaching and learning platform 
from undergraduate to postgraduate. 
It should be noted that while the system was available, for 
a very long-time not all lecturers were using it as a teaching 
resource. It was a challenge to the participants if they had to 
use only Moodle as a teaching media during the lockdown. 
Their reasons for not using the system were not known until 
this study explored their perspectives on the use of Moodle. 
Therefore, this study was undertaken to provide lecturers 
with a platform to voice their perspectives on the system. 
This may assist in curbing challenges and promoting suc-
cesses experienced by lecturers and students when using 
the system. 
Few studies have been conducted with the purpose of un-
derstanding lecturers’ perspectives on educational technol-
ogies, before introducing learning management systems to 
be used for teaching and learning. Most studies are about 
the experiences of lecturers and students after the system 
has been introduced and used. Introducing a change for 
lecturers, and expecting them to adapt to it without under-
standing their perspectives on the new changes, may pose 
challenges to the implementation of such changes. 
With that in mind, this study explores lecturers’ perspectives 
on using Moodle in teaching postgraduate modules in the 
education department of a higher institution in South Africa. 
Lecturers, being the people directly involved with the use 
of Moodle, may have ideas on how Moodle can be used in 
a manner that can work for the system. This may help the 
university management to go back to basics and work with 
the lecturers to find ways in which Moodle can be 
implemented with success. 37



Thus, to achieve this mission, this study presents an inter-
pretive case study of six lecturers from different disciplines 
within the Department of Education in order to examine 
their perspectives on the use of Moodle in teaching post-
graduate modules. 
This study combined the technology, pedagogic, and con-
tent knowledge (TPACK) with the technology acceptance 
model (TAM) to form a framework for this study. This was 
done in the belief that without TPACK and other external 
resources lecturers may find it difficult to accept and use 
Moodle. Purposive sampling has been used to select partici-
pants for this study. 
Documents, Moodle analysis, and semi-structured interviews 
or discussions were used to generate data for this study. The 
study used guided analysis method as a frame for data anal-
ysis, with TPACK and TAM employed as a frame of enquiry. 
The findings of this study revealed that lecturers were not 
well prepared to use Moodle before they were expected to 
start using the system with their students. 
Their lack of technological knowledge caused them a chal-
lenge if they had to use the system during the lockdown 
resulted from COVID-19. There was not enough professional 
development training which could have assisted lecturers 
with the necessary information to continue using the system. 
There is also an outcry on the lack of resources, especially 
for students to access Moodle. 
More so, lecturers were concerned that the system was 
introduced as a one-size-fits-all entity regardless of their 
knowledge of the system. With these findings supported by 
the literature reviewed, this study recommends that TPACK 
should become the number one priority for lecturers who 
wish to successfully use Moodle in their teaching.

Gwyndolen Ortner

Exploring the complex adaptive blended language learning 
system of german studies.
Institution: Rhodes University

It is a goal of foreign language teachers and researchers to 
ensure that the target language is learnt as well as possible, 
given the constraints of contextual circumstances (McKay, 
2006, p. 1). Students who take German at Rhodes University 
are often beginners with no other prior exposure or contact 
with the foreign language, i.e. ab initio students (Rhodes 
University, 2019, pp. 102-103). 

Teaching hours for German studies are limited (4-5 hours 
per week) and a staff of just two lecturers have the task of 
teaching all year groups, in four modules: language, transla-
tion, literature and cultural studies. 
There is thus a need to develop more effective teaching 
strategies to overcome contextual constraints and make the 
best use of the time and resources allocated, so that stu-
dents have the best possible competencies after completing 
their degree in German Studies. 
The overarching goal of this research is to examine ho-
listically the use of technology for teaching and learning 
German as a foreign language in the South African context, 
particularly at Rhodes University (where I am an ‘insider’), 
and provide insights as to what constitutes local best prac-
tice within this context, and the context of transformation of 
higher education, specifically looking at the explicit teach-
ing and learning of collocation as a strategy to improve 
fluency, using both the face-to-face and online modality. 
This presentation provides insights into the local best prac-
tices with regard to blended learning and teaching colloca-
tion. 
A complex system view provides a lens to analyse the teach-
ing and learning of German as a Foreign Language in the 
South African context at an institution of higher education, 
as it takes multiple components involved in the teaching 
and learning experience into account. The larger system 
of blended learning is discussed and analysed, taking into 
account the perspectives from staff and students. Specific 
examples from the action research with a focus on teaching 
and learning collocations within the blended learning model 
are drawn upon to illustrate best practice arising from the 
context.

Nonzolo Titi

The frequency of errors versus mistakes in written essays of 
isiXhosa Grade 11 learners.
Institution: University of Fort Hare

This paper investigates the frequency of errors and mistakes 
in the written essays of isiXhosa grade 11 isiXhosa Home 
Language (HL) /First Language (L1) learners in the Western 
Cape. Errors do not only provide insight in terms of the 
communicative competence of learners, but they 
also impact on the learners’ academic 
performance as well as the learner’s ability to use 
the language appropriately. 
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It is a widely held view that every language learner commits 
mistakes and errors in their both spoken and written lan-
guage regardless of the language they learn (see Hussain 
et al. 2013; Katiya et al. 2015 for a detailed account). The 
aim of this paper is to determine the frequency and extent 
to which both errors and mistakes are committed by these 
learners. 
The argument that is advanced in this paper is that if the 
frequency of errors committed is way beyond reason com-
pared to mistakes, this should raise serious concerns as to 
the level of communicative competence of the grade 11 
isiXhosa learners. Some of these concerns may be attributed 
to the fact that errors are reflections of inability to self-cor-
rect whereas mistakes are the opposite. 
The final analysis of this paper focusses on the implications 
for teaching and learning of isiXhosa in a grade 11 class-
room. Data for this study has been collected from selected 
public schools within the Western Cape. In terms of the 
analytical tool, this qualitative study is guided by the Error 
Analysis (EA) index. 
The findings of this study are meant to provide guidance 
and possibly fill the teaching and learning gaps in the ped-
agogy of isiXhosa as home language. From a theoretical 
perspective, this study employs both Communicative Com-
petence (CC) and Error Analysis EA theories. 
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  Anwynne Kern

Understanding the challenges individuals face to inclusive 
education.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

Inclusion, an approach to education, has been adopted 
worldwide to address inequalities in education. In South 
Africa, the process towards inclusion commenced in Octo-
ber 1996, with the National Commission on Special Needs 
in Education and Training and the National Committee on 
Education Support Services, and was realised in 2001 with 
the Education White Paper 6; Special Needs Edition. 
However, the implementation of inclusion in South Africa 
has been marred by a number of challenges, which have 
predominantly been explored from an Ecosystemic theoret-
ical lens. 
This lens offers insight into the contextual challenges facing 
inclusion, but does not explore the role that the person and 
their specific dispositions plays in the implementation of 
inclusion. 
This theoretical paper argues that a combination of the 
Bio-Ecological theory and Capability approach is needed 
to understand the challenges facing the implementation of 
inclusion at an individual level. 
This combination of frameworks offers insight into what an 
individual is able to do and be, along with what it is that en-
ables these beings and doings within specific environments. 
This insight will offer guidance into what level of support, 
education and resources is required to realise inclusion in 
South Africa.

 Elson Davison Khambule

The academic workspace and institutional cultures in a South 
African university.
Institution: University of Johannesburg

In this chapter, I utilise decolonial theory to critique en-
during institutional cultures and practices that shape the 
academic workspace in the post-1994 South African higher 
education landscape. First, I define institutional cultures. 

Second, I wade into debates on transformation and decol-
onisation of higher education in South Africa, arguing that 
higher education research needs to shift attention from 
decades-long of insipid focus on transformation and begin 
to grapple with debates on decolonisation. 
Third, I reflect on the passing of Professor Mayosi as a 
‘critical incident’ that illuminates the systematic violence of 
academic workspaces in the South Africa academy. Fourth, 
and building on themes emerging from fieldwork, I discuss 
institutional cultures and the mechanics of violence inherent 
in South African academic workspaces. 
This section focus mainly on the mundane everyday micro-
aggressive experiences of dehumanisation, violence, deni-
gration, and victimisation of Black academics. 
I conclude by proffering thoughts on how universities can 
create institutional cultures and spaces that recognise the 
humanity as well as ways of knowing and doing of those 
who are often marginalised within the old academic estab-
lishment.

 Nontobeko Prudence Khumalo

Experiences of student teachers on the Academic literacy 
module at two KwaZulu Natal Universities
Institution: University of South Africa

The study sought to understand the experiences of student 
teachers on academic literacy at the two regional univer-
sities in KwaZulu Natal. That was done by determining the 
role academic literacy curriculum plays in student’s learning, 
in terms of the topics that are incorporated in the academic 
literacy curriculum and by establishing how student teach-
ers, view the academic literacy module in terms of its bene-
fits to them. 
This study was underpinned by both the sociocultural and 
sociocognitive theories. Qualitative research methodology 
and a case study approach as research design were adopted 
by this study. 
Participants were fourth year student teachers who were 
registered for the academic literacy module in their first 
year of study. Data collection was mainly done through fo-
cus group interviews.
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The findings revealed that students view academic literacy 
as the core module. The study also highlighted that stu-
dents should be actively involved during the teaching and 
learning process and that feedback plays an important role 
in students’ learning. The students also viewed the module 
as a leveller because irrespective of their background the 
improved on their understanding of academic requirements 
and in their academic writing. 
They were also of the view that academic literacy should 
be viewed as a way of life. The study also highlighted that 
the usage of English as a medium of instruction to students 
whose mother tongue is not English is a challenge and so is 
the gap between secondary schooling system and the Insti-
tutions of higher learning. 
The recommendations of the study based on the research 
findings is that the generic form in which the module is 
currently offered, does benefit them and it should be contin-
ued. However, there is a need to consider discipline specific 
interventions where students are exposed to their disci-
plinary discourses. The study also proposed the model to 
improve academic literacy in Higher Education.

Annie Mafunganyika

Teaching and learning English and Sepedi literature: rural 
teachers’ perceptions and experiences
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

It is inconceivable to talk about the emergence of episte-
mologies without mentioning the role language plays in 
promoting certain cultural values and norms, at the same 
time devalue the existence of some knowledge. This ad-
dresses a relationship between language and knowledge su-
periority or inferiority, additionally in this paper the discus-
sion extends to the relationship between English language 
and the dominance of English literature, African languages 
and marginalisation of African language literature. We argue 
that to reimagine and address issues of social justice and 
reclaim African language literature, it is important to encour-
age the teaching of literature in schools which functions as 
a critical reflection on people and society in history, and the 
ways in which people make historical sense of their lives. 
Our position is that the teaching of African language litera-
ture, especially Se-Pedi literature, presents the opportunity 
to renegotiate and rearticulate rural epistemological reposi-
tories, treasured values, moral wisdom and social cohesion.

Thus the paper explores and interrogates rural teachers’ 
perceptions of African language literature and English liter-
ature and examine the pedagogical approaches, to unearth 
any taken for granted assumptions from their perceptions 
and approaches. We use critical sociocultural and critical 
pedagogy to engage holistically with teachers’ responses, 
discourses and practices in the classrooms. We interact-
ed with 10 teachers, five for Se-Pedi literature and five for 
English literature in five secondary schools in Acornhoek, 
Mpumalanga Province. The qualitative non-participatory 
observation was utilised and helped to examine the teach-
ing approaches used in literature lessons, semi-structured 
individual interviews were used to gain insight on how 
teachers interpret and make sense of their perceptions, and 
the video-stimulated recall interviews helped to engage in 
constructive dialogues with teachers to understand their 
reasoning for choosing particular pedagogical approaches 
and also reflect and be aware of their practices.

Preven Chetty

Resonance building praxis in environmental education field-
work practicals along riparian habitats.
Institution: Rhodes University

Water quality and scarcity is a major concern in Southern Af-
rica and globally especially as the threat of climate change 
looms even closer. The current drought in South Africa and 
worsening rainfall has exposed the brittle nature of this 
country’s resilience to water shortages. Compounded to this 
is the fact that most rivers in South Africa are not adequately 
cared for and are under tremendous strain. 
Everyone who depends on these rivers whether directly or 
indirectly will soon be entering a new era where water will 
no longer be a ubiquitous commodity. In South Africa where 
apartheid geographically separated its citizens and placed 
the majority of the population in environmentally disadvan-
tageous areas the need for enabling communities to over-
come these burdens cannot be more urgent. 
In Southern Africa the spectre of climate change will initi-
ate a series of severe weather phenomenon from flooding, 
to droughts to heatwaves. This has already begun and thus 
knowledge about nature in order to adequately
prepare for these situation is paramount.  
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This study also looks at aspects of the emancipatory power 
of education and of the ability of fieldwork to make knowl-
edge relevant, critical and transformative to learners in envi-
ronmental education through subject disciplines of geogra-
phy and natural sciences. 
Increasingly the place of fieldwork in education is becoming 
intermittent and scarce. When the school becomes a zone of 
resonance that enables learning and discovery then creative 
and critical learners emerge. If one totally conforms to the 
dominant social hierarchies then one loses one’s sense of 
self actualisation and potential and one can become one 
dimensional subject to administration and conformity. Being 
in resonant spaces however helps one find one’s voice and 
potential and thus one is able to transcend the boundaries 
and alienation of modern society. 
It is at the nexus of nature and schools, the fieldwork prac-
tical, embedded in environmental education through the 
natural science and geography curriculum that I wish to 
show how resonance can grow from structured activities in a 
school and field based setting.
This study looks at how resonance building praxis in field-
work in environmental education can be enabled. It also 
examines the elements of ecological literacy as espoused, 
whether a sense of place is established amongst learners 
and do they develop a deeper environmental ethic. The 
study looks at the place of ecological literacy in our current 
school curriculum and its emergence through fieldwork ac-
tivities along fluvial systems.

Sindi Msimango

The role of professional identity and postgraduate research 
output in South African society
Institution: University of Johannesburg

South Africa has many social and development problems 
that it is facing. Some of these problems are not impossible 
to resolve. The role of education in society cannot be ig-
nored. The argument is that it is through postgraduate study 
that new knowledge is formed. 
This knowledge needs to be shared, in an accessible form, 
for the betterment of society. A gap in the present literature 
is how can this be done? A gap in the present literature is 
how can this be done? Especially taking into consideration 
the various fields and professional identities that graduates 
have.

This paper will present the voices of Masters and PhD stu-
dents and how research and knowledge from their domains 
can be used for public good. It was found that regardless 
of the field and professional identity that the respondents 
identified with, they were able to apply the knowledge from 
their fields to common everyday problems. 
The research sample was made up of respondents reg-
istered for or who had already completed postgraduate 
degrees from one of two South African universities. The 
methodology was mixed methods. The final sample after 
data cleaning consisted of n=160 responses for the surveys 
and n=27 for the interviews. 
The data was analysed using a variety of methods. The 
findings can be used to inform our current understanding of 
how to assist students to develop and use their professional 
identity as stepping stones to access postgraduate courses 
and become individuals that contribute to society by trans-
forming knowledge from their fields.

Angie Mullins

Student perceptions of competency development in a proj-
ect-based music classroom.
Institution: Stellenbosch University

Project-based learning is gaining popularity in the 21st-cen-
tury classroom due to its ability to develop highly sort after 
21st-century competencies. While many music teachers do 
incorporate projects into their classes, there is little liter-
ature that provides accounts of projects that include the 
:defining characteristics of project-based learning (Tobias 
et al. 2015, 40). This paper draws on data from an 8-week 
long case study to explore students’ perceptions of their 
21st century-competency development following their 
participation in a project-based music course. A framework 
for grouping and assessing 21st-century competencies is 
provided, along with a detailed description, and examples, 
of the various stages of the project. Self-assessment, which 
played an important role in competency development in 
this study, is also discussed. In the students’ eyes, this proj-
ect-based endeavor allowed them to develop numerous 
21st-century competencies while learning about musical 
instruments. This paper aims to provide music teachers 
with a framework for incorporating project-based 
learning into their own classrooms. 43



  Vuyolwethu Nkohla

Determinants of technical efficiency of public universities in 
South Africa
Institution: University of Fort Hare

This paper seeks to determine the drivers of efficiency for 
23 public universities in South Africa using Tobit regression 
model for the period 2009-2016. The recent study on this 
subject paper found that government funding, student fees 
and private income corresponds to inefficiency of the South 
Africa public Universities. However, this study used Stochas-
tic Frontier Analysis (SFA) efficiency scores to determine the 
drivers of efficiency of public universities in South Africa. Al-
though SFA can control for the stochastic error component 
in the econometric estimation, the model imposes several 
theoretical assumptions in the production function which 
may lead to biased estimations.

  Balungile Prudence Shozi

Izindlela Namasu Okuhlola Esifundweni SesiZulu Ulimi 
Lwasekhaya Ebangeni Leshumi Nanye Ezikoleni Ezi.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

Lolu ucwaningo olubheka Izindlela Namasu Okuhlola Esi-
fundweni SesiZulu Ulimi Lwasekhaya Ebangeni Le-11 Eziko-
leni Ezimbili ZasePinetown. Lugxile ekucwaningeni izindlela 
namasu okuhlola ukuze kuvele ukuthi babahlola kanjani aba-
fundi esifundweni sesiZulu ulimi lwasekhaya kuleli banga, 
kuphinde kucace ukuthi nezizathu zokwenza kwabo. Njen-
goba ucwaningo lumayelana nezindlela namasu okuhlola, 
ngikhethe ukugxila ebangeni le-11 okuyibanga lapho ekade 
bephase khona laba bafundi bese bedlulela ebangeni le-12. 
Inhloso ukubona ukuthi basuke behlolwe kanjani nokuthi 
yiziphi izindlela namasu okuhlola asetshenziswa ngothisha 
ebangeni le-11.
Ngikubuka lokhu njengokunomthelela ekubhebhethekiseni 
inkinga, njengokuthi laba bafundi basuke bephase kanjani 
uma bengakulungele ukudlulela ebangeni le-12 nokukhom-
ba ukuthi nakhona ebangeni le-12 kwenzeka okufanayo, 
yingakho bedlulela phambili emanyuvesi. 
Enye yezinto ezisolisayo indlela yokumaka ngerubhrikhi 
okuyiyo egunyaza ukuthi uthisha anike abafundi amamaki 
ngezindlela eziningi nakuba bengalwazi kahle ulimi. 

Irubhrikhi iyalela uthisha ukuthi akabuke isakhiwo sendaba 
noma sombhalo bese enika umfundi amamaki. 
Nasolimini umfundi kumele anikwe amamaki nakuba ebhale 
ngesipelingi esingeyiso inqobo nje uma kukhona akubhalile. 
Le ndlela yokumaka ngerubhrikhi yenzelwe ukuthi umfun-
di noma ngabe unhlanhlathile esihlokweni nasengqikithini 
yalokho okubuziwe kepha athole amamaki esakhiwo kanye 
nolimi. Lokhu kwenza ukuthi ababukeka bengaqondi kah-
le ngesihloko abasibhalile bathole nangaphezu kwama-20 
amamaki ngenxa yokuthi uthisha umaka elandela imiyalelo 
ekwirubhrikhi. 
Lokhu kungenzeka ukube kunomthelela ebuthakathakeni 
obukhonjiswa abafundi olimini lwesiZulu, okuyilona lolu 
cwaningo olugxile kulo. Lolu cwaningo luzophendula imibu-
zongqangi emithathu okuyile elandelayo: 1) Yiziphi izindlela 
namasu asetshenziswa othisha ukuhlola isifundo sesiZulu 
uLimi Lwasekhaya kubafundi bebanga le-11 ezikoleni ezim-
bili zasePinetown? 2)
Othisha bebanga le-11 bazisebenzisa kanjani izindlela 
namasu okuhlola kubafundi besiZulu uLimi Lwasekhaya 
ebangeni le-11 ezikoleni ezimbili zasePinetown? 3) Zizathu 
zini ezenza othisha besiZulu uLimi Lwasekkhaya bahlole 
abafundi ngendlela ababahlola ngayo ebangeni le-11 eziko-
leni ezimbili zasePinetown? 
Lolu cwaningo lungaphansi kwepharadaymu yomhumusho 
(interpretivist paradigm) kanti lusebenzisa izindlela zocwa-
ningo oluyi-case study. Kuyosetshenziswa izindlela zenhlo-
lolwazi esakuhleleka (semi-structured interviews) ukuthola 
ulwazi locwaningo kothisha abazoba ingxenye yocwaningo. 
Kuzosethsenziswa ukuqoka ngokwenhloso (purposive sam-
pling) ukuqoka othisha abazoba yingxenye yocwaningo. 
Othisha abazoba ingxenye yocwaningo bayisishiyagalombili 
abafundisa isiZulu uLimi Lwasekhaya ebangeni le-11. 
Ucwaningo luyophinde lusebenzise ukubuka abacwaning-
wayo (observation) okungenye yezindlela zokuqoqela ulwazi 
locwaningo. 
Lolu cwaningo luzosebenzisa uhlaka lwenjulalwazi nohlaka 
lwemicabango yocwaningo. Injulalwazi ye-Assessment for 
Learning eyasungulwa iqeqebana labacwaningi ngaphansi 
kohlelo lwe-British Educational Research Association (The 
Assessment Reform Group, 1999) yiyo ezosebenza kulolu 
cwaningo ukuze kutholakale izindlela namasu asetshenziswa 
ngothisha ekuhloleni isiZulu ulimi lwasekhaya 
ebangeni le-11. 
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Lokho kusho ukuthi, ucwaningo lugxile ekuqondeni izindle-
la namasu asetshenziswa ngothisha uma behlola abafundi 
kuleli kulesi sifundo. Othisha yibo abazobe bengabahlang-
anyeli kulolu cwaningo nokuzotholakala kubo ulwazi olujul-
ile mayelana nokucwaningwayo. Lolu cwaningo luzophinde 
lusebenzise uhlaka lwemicabango (Conceptual framework) 
ukweseka lokho okushiwo uhlaka lwenjulalwazi ukuze ku-
cace kahle konke okuzocwaningwa. 

Uhlaka lwemicabango oluzosetshenziswa kulolu cwan-
ingo olwe-Bloom’s Taxonomies. Uhlaka lwemicabango 

lwe-Bloom’Taxonomies yilo olulungele lolu cwaningo njen-
goba lusebenzisa ukuhlela nezindlela zokuhlola ezehlukene, 

ukuze zesekele izimpendulo eziyotholakala sekuqoqwa 
ulwazi kubahlanganyeli bocwaningo okungothisha aba-
fundisa isiZulu uLimi Lwasekhaya ebangeni le-11. Ulwazi 
olutholakele locwaningo luyohlaziywa ngokwezindikimba 
(thematic analysis). Ngiyocela imvume yokuqhuba ucwan-
ingo eMnyangweni weMfundo, kubaphathizikole nothisha 

ngokuba ngibabhalele izincwadi.   
Ngiyobachazela ngenhloso yocwaningo kanye nokuthi luyo-
qhutshwa kanjani. Konke lokhu kuyobe kuyinkambiso elun-
gileyo yocwaningo (Ethical considerations). 
Amathuluzi (tools) engiyowasebenzisa kuyoba isiqophamaz-
wi. Isizathu esenza ucwaningo lugxile esiZulwini ukubona 
indlela abafundi abantekenteke ngayo kulolu limi nakuba 
sebesemabangeni athe thuthu. 
Ngikhethe lezi zikole zase-Pinetown ezimbili ngoba zisonde-
lene, kuzoba lula ukuya kuzo ngesikhathi sengiqoqa ulwazi 
kubahlanganyeli bocwaningo. Ngale kwalokhu, izikole ez-
iningi kulesi sifunda sase-Pinetown zinabafundi abangaphu-
meleli kahle olimini lwesiZulu uma sebesebangeni leshumi. 
Baphasa ngokungakhombisi ukuthi bangabasebenzisi balolu 
limi. 
Imiphumela elindelekile (Anticipated findings) yocwanin-
go ukuthola izindlela namasu othisha abawasebenzisayo 
ekuhloleni isifundo sesiZulu ulimi lwasekhaya nokuthola 
ukuthi bazisebenzisa kanjani lezi zindlela uma behlola. 
Okunye ukuthi sizathu sini esenza bahlole abafundi ngale 
ndlela ababahlola ngayo.
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  Nafisa Patel

Muslim Childhoods in South Africa: Gendering the Madrasah 
Space
Institution: University of Cape Town

In South Africa the madrasah (religious school) space pro-
vides one of the primary sites for Muslim children’s religious 
learning and praxis. Since its earliest inflections within the 
South African landscape, the madrasah (pl. madaris) have 
for over three hundred and fifty years served as an integral 
thread towards maintaining the social fabric and religious 
vitality of the local Muslim community. 
Emerging from and intimately tied to a colonial history 
of enslavement, political exile, displacement, indentured 
labour, racialized religious identity politics during apartheid 
era, and more recently adapting to democracy, globaliza-
tion, post-anthropocene and emerging formations of mi-
grant and indigenous Muslim communities - contemporary 
South African madaris continue to serve as an important 
and dynamic teaching-learning and socializing space where 
young Muslim children learn about Islam and learn how to 
be Muslims. 
The gendered worlds of Muslim children and pedagogical 
spaces that help to create and shape this world provide 
the central focus of my research study. The main question 
that guides my research study is how is the madrasah space 
gendered? Beginning with the assumption that madrasah 
spaces are gendered, my research aims are premised on un-
derstanding Muslim childhoods and gender as a relational 
and materially contingent social phenomenon. 
The theoretical lenses I use to structure and think through 
my research question includes notions of diffraction, entan-
glement and intra-action. 
These analytical tools developed by Donna Haraway (2004), 
Karen Barad (2003, 2007) and others (Braidotti: 2005, 2013, 
2018; Osgood and Giugni: 2015; Nxumalo:2016; Bozalek 
and Zembylas: 2017; Taylor: 2017; Malone: 2018; Spy-
rou:2019; Murris: 2018; 2020) provide a lens for thinking 
about childhoods, gender and childhood pedagogies as 
ontologically relational.

In this onto-epistemological framework, nature-culture or 
material-discursive binaries are collapsed and human and 
more than human, animate and inanimate, organic and inor-
ganic are seen as relational or sympoietic systems (a making 
with, co-worlding, interdependent multi-species agentive 
kinship). Stated more simply, a relational ontology :express-
es the idea that two or more entities are intimately related, 
so that one of the entities cannot be fully understood or 
described without considering the others(Hammarström, 
2010: 42). 
In collapsing material-discursive binaries, Muslim childhood 
gendered pedagogies, are understood as being co-consti-
tuted within an ecological network of epistemologies that 
include multiple forms of material and discursive entangle-
ments and intra-actions. Following fieldwork observational 
studies conducted at four madrasah sites in the Western 
Cape during the first term of 2018, my analysis is assembled 
using :provocations as a mapping tool to cohere some of 
the key issues or phenomena that co-emerged from these 
observational experiences. 
The provocations I raise are intended to firstly, document 
my observations by paying attention to the material-dis-
cursive-affective components of my research processes, in 
doing so, I am spreading the perspectival range to include a 
discussion on the historical, geographical and pedagogical 
aspects of Muslim childhoods and the madrasah space. Sec-
ondly, because my analytical lenses are guided by a particu-
lar emphasis on gender, threaded through each provocation 
is a critical gaze of how gender as an entangled socio-ma-
terial phenomenon co-emerges within the relationalities of 
the madrasah space. 
The relationalities of I focus on, specifically, are roads, walls, 
sounds, smells, food, water, animals, clothing, play and 
movement. 
I consider the material-discursive entanglements of each 
of these relationalities as ontological and epistemological 
receptacles that help me to chart a cartography of Muslim 
childhoods and gender within South African madrasah spac-
es. 
My paper maps out the theoretical contours I’ve used to 
facilitate a diffractive reading of gender within the madrasah 
space.
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  Temba Sibanda

Crossing the border gendered experiences of immigrant chil-
dren in South African schools. 
Institution: University of South Africa

The study examines how the family, peers, and sociocultur-
al environment at school in primary schools in South Afri-
ca perpetuated divergent gendered experiences among 
immigrant learners. A qualitative narrative inquiry was used 
during the study. Snowball sampling was used to select the 
participants for the study. 
The study drew on a narrative account of 27 participants, 18 
immigrant children (9 girls and 9 boys) and nine teachers (6 
women and 3 men) from three primary schools in the Johan-
nesburg East District. Semi-structured in-depth interviews 
and observations were used as instruments to collect data 
from the participants. Collected data from the semi-struc-
tured, in-depth interviews and observations was analysed 
using thematic content analysis and was presented by using 
illustrative quotes. The study revealed that the school is a 
highly gendered place and serves to propagate gendered 
experiences among immigrant children in school between 
girls and boys. The findings of the study have significant 
implications for stake holders at all levels in education. 
It is recommended that school principals should ensure that 
teachers and administrators are familiar with both the De-
partment of Basic Education (DBE) and the school’s policies 
and regulations that address gender, sexual harassment, 
immigration issues, school violence, and bullying. Improved 
perception of immigrant children and gender quality in 
schools will contribute to a positive school environment 
which may lead to increased positive wellbeing and aca-
demic performance to all learners regardless of gender and 
country of origin. 

Ruth Nombuso Zuma

Examining the causes and effects of early girl child drop out 
in Kwazulu-Natal: A case study of Zwelibomvu Institution: Uni-
versity of KwaZulu-Natal

This paper is part of a doctoral study that examines causes and 
effects of the early girl child dropouts in secondary schools in the 
Zwelibomvu area in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

This study’s aim is to interrogate factors that cause the girl 
child to drop out of school and to suggest recommenda-
tions for the consideration of policy makers as a means to 
curb the plight of the girl child in the education system. In 
this paper I highlight the complexities extending from per-
sonal, familial, socio-cultural to educational at play against 
the education of a rural girl child. The study is grounded 
by the liberal, African and nego feminism as the theoretical 
framework. 
I used the qualitative interpretivist and critical paradigm 
as an enquiry method in examining lived experiences of 
dropped out girls and their parents within school going age 
bracket. Purposive sampling was used to select the girls and 
their parents as participants for this ethnographic study. 
This method necessitated the unearthing of the facts that 
is premised in rural girl child dropout in Zwelibomvu area. 
The study demonstrated the connection between the topo-
graphical area, the socio-cultural activities, and the history 
of education, the rurality of the area and the predicament of 
girl child dropout. 
Through the data, the experiences of dropped out girl chil-
dren reveal a tapestry of factors that compel her absence 
from school and the difficulty to return. The findings reveal 
that early pregnancy, child headed homes, vulnerability to 
Sexually Transmitted Infections and the spread of the HIV/
AIDS pandemic is cited in this study as the most cause of 
girl child dropout. 
The study shows that there is also a strong connection 
between early pregnancy, early marriage and motherhood 
responsibilities as all these work against girls’ continued 
school attendance. The discoveries in this study show the 
pivotal role that culture plays through tradition as a precur-
sor for girl child dropout. 
This study indicates how the girl child plight can be curbed 
and ultimately eradicated by adopting the feminist theo-
ry in general and African feminist theories in particular as 
the theory that framed the study. This theory is relevant to 
addressing girl child dropout predicament as it embraces 
culture, thus familiar with issues affecting women within 
the African continent. The study also reveals that tradition-
al practices of early marriages, the practice of ukuthwala, 
ukukhethwa and virginity testing and the perceptions about 
girl child education bend towards the subversion of a girl 
child to subjugation. All these practices 
highly pronounce the authority of men and 
the suppression of women.
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Within these practices of tradition, girls endure gender base 
violence, crimes of rape, assaults and abuses which by and 
large complicate aspirations of continued education for 
rural girls. Therefore, this study shows the role that is played 
by patriarchy position girls to non-participatory in decision 
making platforms. 
Their alienation from education further reduces hopes for 
girls improved lives. A remarkable insight by this study is 
the failure of the education system in ensuring that girls are 
retained at school until they complete the last grade. 
The current system of education does not seem to be rel-
evant to the needs of the black rural children; instead it is 
designed to address learners as a homogenous group. The 
illicit relationships between educators and their learners at 
school further deepen the trenches in the failing education 
system.
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Nolwazi Cynthia Dlamini

Perspectives on teenage pregnancy: - insights from a 
multi-approach qualitative design study
Institution: University of South Africa

The study used a multi-approach qualitative design in which 
data was collected over three empirical phases. Phase 1 was 
In-depth interviews of policy makers, young mothers and 
young fathers and community leaders who were purposively 
sampled until data saturation was reached. 
Phase 2 involved five-hybrid focus group discussions each 
made up of young parents, community leaders, policy mak-
ers, pregnant and non-pregnant female teenagers (each had 
between 8-10 participants). 
Phase 3 included in-depth individual interviews of (n=15) 
pregnant teenagers, In-depth individual interviews of (n=6) 
non-pregnant teenagers and In-depth individual interviews 
of (n=15) young mothers and father using purposive sam-
pling until saturation was achieved. 
The Final phase was primarily a theory-development aspect 
in which stakeholders were engaged in Delphi-type discus-
sions as part of a theory validation process. The validity and 
reliability of the instrument were established. 
The results of the study reveal that the lack of parental 
supervision, high usage of alcohol and loss of moral values 
were cited as contributory influences to an increased risk of 
pregnancy. 
The implication for practice showed that Policy makers need 
to take account of non-traditional contributory factors (pov-
erty, peer pressure, parental neglect, early marriages) to 
teenage pregnancy in the development and implementation 
of relevant policies.

Alison Harwood

“An agent in her own right? Hagar as character in Genesis 16 
and 21.”
Institution: University of the Western Cape

An agent in her own right? Hagar as character in Genesis 
16 and 21. Abstract The character Hagar, an Egyptian slave 
woman in Genesis 16 and 21 has been overlooked by Chris-
tian biblical scholars’. 

When this text is read the focus is on Abraham the patri-
arch and Sarah the matriarch of the Christian faith tradition. 
Hagar plays an important role in the narrative, yet when her 
story is told, only her reproductive ability is highlighted. 
Some Christian biblical female scholars’ have revisited and 
re-evaluated this text to tell the story from the perspective 
of Hagar (Weems 1988, Trible 1984, Williams 1993, Teubal 
1990, Lee 2007). 
These scholars’ have engaged with this text to highlight 
the power dynamics, subjugation, disparities and abuse 
that Hagar endured. They argue that Hagar was an import-
ant character and they affirm her place in the narrative and 
divine covenant. 
Although Hagar’s story is a narrative about disempower-
ment and enslavement, one of the elements in the narrative 
is agency. Throughout the text, Hagar uses her voice and 
resists oppression in a patriarchal society. 
Since scholars’ have turned to new ways of reading the char-
acter Hagar, her role in the text has been read within post-
colonial, womanist, feminist, African and African American 
perspectives. 
The purpose of this proposal is to present a qualitative re-
search study on how Hagar’s character and the agency have 
been classified. In this proposed study I will investigate the 
characterization of Hagar as presented by English literature, 
written by Christian biblical scholars. 
The intended study will be situated in Narrative Theory. The 
characterization theories by Forster (2002) and Fokkelmann 
(1999) will be applied to present a characterization study of 
Hagar in Genesis 16 and 21. 

Ntandoyenkosi Maphosa

Exposure to domestic violence: Psychosocial and gender atti-
tudes effect on school going adolescents.
Institution: University of Johannesburg

South African adolescents are exposed to Domestic Vio-
lence (DV) in all forms. Effects of exposure on adolescents 
are reported to be adverse and possible have life long 
lasting negative implications such as behavioural issues 
and poor psychosocial outcomes on the silent victims. The 
purpose of this paper is to assess the relationship between 
exposure to domestic violence and psychosocial 
functioning and gender attitudes of adolescents. 51



Data was collected through a self-administered survey with 
848 grade 8 adolescent learners from four high schools in 
the Ekurhuleni region in South Africa. 
Findings of the study confirmed the hypothesis that ex-
posure to DV is associated with higher negative gender 
attitudes and poorer psychosocial functioning. 86% of the 
adolescents exposed to domestic violence held negative 
gender attitudes and displayed symptoms of poor psy-
chosocial functioning, which predisposes them to possible 
victimization or perpetration of domestic violence. 
These findings affirm the social learning theory that violence 
is learnt behaviour and thus the urgency of implementing 
prevention programmes for the affected adolescents if the 
cycle of domestic violence is to be interrupted. 
The paper concludes by making recommendations for suit-
able programmes with a focus on addressing the negative 
attitudes and poor psychosocial outcomes.

Tamlynne Meyer

Women’s embodied capital in South African law firms.
Institution: Stellenbosch University

The practice of law in South Africa is an established, tradi-
tionally white, male and middle class profession. Despite 
transformation in South African society, anti-discrimination 
and developmental workplace legislation, and women hav-
ing equal access to legal education and training, the pro-
fession continues to be plagued by gender inequality and 
marginalization. 
Against this background, the paper investigates the factors 
contributing towards the continued exclusion and margin-
alization of women lawyers in South Africa. The study em-
ployed a qualitative research design using semi-structured 
interviews. Twenty seven interviews were conducted with 
women lawyers across three corporate law firms in South 
Africa. The women participants are employed across the 
professional hierarchy at candidature, associate and part-
nership levels. 
The study was furthermore underpinned by a Bourdeusian 
framework as we argue it provides an important analytical 
tool to understand exclusion and marginalisation. Thematic 
analyses of the findings reveal that a significant element of 
the professional culture reveals the importance of having 
the requisite cultural capital.

It shows how cultural capital is unequally distributed and 
stratified by class, race and gender in South African law 
firms. It specifically draws attention to Bourdieu’s embodied 
cultural capital. The catch phrase :looking good and sound-
ing rights is explicated by drawing attention to women’s 
aesthetic labour and linguistic capital. The dominance of the 
white middle and upper class in acquiring and reproducing 
cultural capital is highlighted. Hence, the compound effect 
of cultural capital suggests that those women who have 
not acquired or inherited the necessary cultural capital find 
it difficult to navigate the legal profession and are subse-
quently excluded and marginalized.

Palesa Nqambaza

On the Impossibility of the black woman
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

This paper argues against the capacity and adequacy of 
the Western Canon, in all its iterations, including the most 
progressive ones, to see, read and make sense of Afrikan 
womxn, but for the purpose of this chapter, I focus on the 
subject of their Blackness and thus will refer to them as 
Black womxn. 
This is done by providing a general overview of the writing 
and theorisation of racial patriarchy, and argue that Black 
womxn continue to occupy the space of sub-alterity in the 
dominant discourse, partly because of the hang up with ar-
ticulating black womxn as a (black) variant of white women, 
and thus suggesting the possibility of a sisterhood of sorts 
which transverses the colour line. 
The logic follows that if we understand women to be diverse 
and appreciate each other’s differences and ‘Feminist’ in 
intersectional ways, then solidarity to fight racial patriarchy 
can be achieved. 
However, my submission is to argue that the subjectivity 
of black womxn as women is an impossibility and thus will 
always elide any feminist effort, no matter how well meaning 
and progressive the attempt becomes. 
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 Simphiwe Rens

Reading gender relations through ‘misogy-romanticism’ in the 
visual culture of Afrobeats music
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

This paper relies on a multimodal critical discourse analysis 
of 25 Afrobeats music videos, selected based on their view-
ership figures as at November 2018. 
Afrobeats -a growing African musical genre -is widely con-
sumed by transnational audiences which sees the music 
videos produced by artists from this musical genre, reach 
YouTube viewership figures ranging in the hundreds of 
millions. As such, these global south popular cultural texts 
are ideal conduits through which to examine contemporary 
constructions of gender roles and meanings of ‘manhood’ in 
relation to ‘womanhood’ as implicated as they are in deeply 
hetero-patriarchal collective cultural worldviews. 
I will show how the gender relations emphasised in the vi-
sual culture of this musical genre are variously mediated by 
misogynistic overtones which succeed in relegating women 
to harmful sociocultural positions of subservient, sexual 
objects of male satisfaction. At the same time, a very striking 
veiling of this misogyny pre
vails through the use of romantic discourses. This gen-
der-relational trope, I suggest, aids in constructing what I 
call atmospheres of misogy-romanticism underscoring this 
musical genre. 
In critically exploring the gender-relational depictions prior-
itised in the corpus of music videos analysed in this study, I 
argue for the consideration of what I am coining ‘misogy-ro-
manticism’, as a sociocultural sensibility that may also be 
deployed as a conceptual lens through which to consider 
gender performativities that are at once implicated in the 
perpetuation of hetero-patriarchal, misogynistic imbalanced 
power relations and overt traces of non-violence and hy-
per-romanticism towards women. 
The paper will show, then, how the dynamic thread of mi-
sogy-romanticism -that I propose underscores these gen-
dered depictions in the analysed music videos -offers an 
empowering potential as it relates to female subjectivities 
through these hyperreal depictions.

However, these readings of female empowerment, agency 
and self-determination, I argue, are more of a social façade 
that is effectively mediated and pseudo-legitimised by dis-
courses of extreme romanticism which -if taken at face value 
-may encourage the uncritical absolving of hetero-patriarchy 
from its deeply toxic nature towards women’s actual socio-
cultural advancement and just treatment. 
To assert my stance, I demonstrate how -in three ways -we 
can conclude that the actual power still remains squarely in 
the hands of the men depicted in these music videos which 
they variously rely on to continue subordinating the women 
featured in these music videos, to positions of servitude and 
hypersualised objects for the man’s satisfaction and fulfil-
ment. 
In that vein, the feminist agenda seems to be strategical-
ly undermined by the very seamless perpetuation of mi-
sogy-romanticism that this musical genre’s visual culture 
seems to thrive on. 

Sinethemba Siyakholwa Sidloyi

‘I hustle like all the other girls do’: Reflecting on young wom-
en’s realities’ 
Institution: University of Johannesburg

This paper is aimed at examining the complex realities of 
women in Ngangelizwe Township, Mthatha through the 
intersectional township habitus lens. Intersectional town-
ship habitus is used to uncover the women’s aspirations, the 
hustles they draw from to meet their goals and the ways in 
which they draw from their various hustles. 
The researcher engaged in an ethnographic study in which 
15 young women in Ngangelizwe Township, Mthatha, in the 
Eastern Cape were scientifically observed and interviewed. 
The examination thereof led to the recognition of Ngange-
lizwe Township as an intersectional field of cultural produc-
tion. 
Thus suggesting that Ngangelizwe Township endows its so-
cietal members with unique context-based tools with which 
they engage in the social construction of their realities. 
The intersectional township habitus is therefore reflected 
by outlooks through which gendered social aspirations are 
adopted and agencies employed. By suggesting an exam-
ination of an intersectional township habitus, 
this study proposes novel theoretical 
applications towards 53



examining persisting problems of gender equality underly-
ing alternative forms of economic activities in which young 
women sometimes engage in Ngangelizwe Township. 
Through the intersectional township habitus, this study will 
reveal both the aspirations of young women and the factors 
that inform these aspirations, thus giving more understand-
ing of the priorities that underpin young women’s lifestyle 
choices. 
This understanding of young women’s aspirations will help 
unearth specific empowerment needs to be addressed to-
wards young women’s upliftment in Ngangelizwe Township. 
through the intersectional township habitus, the study re-
flects on how young women within Ngangelizwe Township, 
Mthatha engage their economic environment in ways that 
indicate their understanding of these social spaces. 
The understandings of their social spaces show how the 
young women have internalised the predominant cultures 
through which social practices are generated within these 
social spaces (Bourdieu, 1985). 
These cultural understandings are fundamental in how they 
serve as a guide to social action as indicated by how their 
intersectional township habitus generates responses to situ-
ations (Bourdieu, 1985). 
This understanding is important as it will enable scrutiny 
of persistent issues such as early exposure to sex and early 
experimentation with alcohol that continue to pose a threat 
to young women’s livelihoods. 
zThe understanding will help generate context informed 
tools towards sex education and alcohol awareness cam-
paigns in Ngangelizwe Township, Mthatha thus creating an 
enabling environment for the empowerment of young wom-
en in the township.

Ntombophelo Sithole Tetani

Parenting styles and family system on the risky behaviour of 
male adolescents. 
Institution: University of Fort Hare

The family is one of the most influential agents of socializa-
tion during adolescence and healthy family dynamics typi-
cally work as open systems, allowing open communication, 
building trust and secure attachment and self- actualization 
for every member Burton, (2007). 

In particular, majority of parents strive to channel their 
children’s desires into socially acceptable behaviour and to 
educate them about the appropriate skills and laws needed 
to function in their various social environments Kheswa & 
Notole, (2014). 
Parenting style plays a significant role in the foundation on 
how children will behave in their future and the manner in 
which parents discipline their children has much impact 
on the cognitive, emotional and social development. Un-
involved parenting style, as compared to authoritative and 
authoritarian parenting styles, demonstrated to be unre-
sponsive to their children’s needs. 
On the other hand Family system is another issue with re-
gards to adolescent behaviour. Literature confirms that birth 
order of siblings’ shapes risky behaviour as older siblings 
may act as role models for the younger ones when parents 
allocate less time to the latter. Research question: The main 
research question is :what impact does parenting styles and 
family constellation have in the risky behaviour imposed by 
male adolescents? 
Methods: Mixed methods (i.e. qualitative and quantitative 
research methods) will be employed to collect data. The ba-
sic principle of using these methods is that such integration 
permits a more complete and synergistic utilization of data 
than do separate quantitative and qualitative data collection 
and analysis. 
Population includes adolescent male participants in King 
Sabatha Dalindyebo local municipality (KSDLM). Analysis: 
Quantitative data will be technologically analyzed through 
a Statistical Package for Service Solution (SPSS) current 
version and this computer program will summarize the data 
and compile appropriate tables. Qualitative data will be 
transcribed and translated then analyzed through a 5 step 
interpretive data analysis model. 
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Zolani Mario Sonjani

Autopsying gay practices embedded in Traditional Male Cir-
cumcision (TMC).
Institution: University of Fort Hare

The new emerging phenomenon of gay intimate partner 
relationships occurring in initiation schools has brought 
a cultural shock, cultural deviance, and cultural-spinoff 
amongst the cultural custodians of this rite. The purpose of 
this paper through a desktop review, seeks to elicit debates, 
discussions, discourses and analysis of the gay practices 
embedded in Traditional Male Circumcision (TMC) from the 
lenses of selected stakeholders. 
The following underpinning factors have been identified to 
be a perfidious to this conflict: emerging phenomenon that 
in the initiation schools, gay initiates (abakhwetha) engage 
intimately with other male parties believed to be their inti-
mate partners. 
The scenario, however, is confounding and seems to sug-
gest that TMC goal posts in the modern era have dwindled, 
misplaced and bereft of their capacities to benchmark the 
behaviours of the initiates. Similarly and shockingly, anec-
dotal information on the ground suggests that gay initiates 
engage intimately with the traditional nurses during circum-
cision school. 
The present paper recommends that: Gay men need to be 
afforded the principle of conforming to the cultural norms 
of the rite regardless of one’s sexual orientation; a need for 
all relevant TMC stakeholders to embrace the current gaps 
in the TMC; and allow other TMC stakeholders to decide 
whether to allow gay culture in this rite or not.
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Lesego Bertha Kgatitswe

Life histories of black marginalised women diagnosed and 
treated for breast cancer in Kimberley: SA
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

This paper is based on preliminary findings of a doctoral 
research on ‘the lived experiences of socially diverse black 
women diagnosed with breast cancer from marginalised 
communities in the Northern Cape: South Africa’. 
The sociological relevance of life histories for this research 
is to contextualise the illness within their broader social lives 
as black women and to understand the ways in which mar-
ginalisation shapes their lived experiences. 
Through this paper I seek to interrogate how the social 
struggles and hardships experienced before and during 
the breast cancer diagnosis and treatment influences the 
ways in which women respond and cope with the illness. 
Foregrounding the women’s histories highlights how social 
structures are embedded in the illness experiences. Meth-
odologically life histories frame the illness narratives and 
the two are intricately intertwined. 
Some of the life histories speak about experiences of pover-
ty, sexual violence, racism, co-morbidities, precarious work 
and unemployment. The women’s stories reveal that breast 
cancer is more than a biographical disruption , but rather a 
continuation of ‘disrupted lives’ as a result of structural and 
systemic violence. 
Illness experiences should therefore be understood in the 
context of ‘disrupted lives’ where breast cancer is one more 
element. At the same time I take note of the women’s agen-
cies, particularly the networks of care and support which 
was and continues to be central to their survival, as articulat-
ed in the narrations. 
For this paper I will refer to eight life histories of women re-
siding in different townships of Kimberley and surrounding 
areas, in order to paint a sociologically textured picture of 
the women’s lives and experiences.

Matjokotja William Maepa

Poverty and disease burden: health services of rural blacks in 
the Transvaal, 1930S-1980S
Institution: University of Pretoria

The history of healthcare in twentieth century South Africa 
should be understood in the context of the political, social 
and economic relations between blacks and whites. The 
stark differences in health profiles and inequality in the pro-
vision of healthcare are embedded in a long history of colo-
nial exploitation, including land alienation, labour migration 
and general socio-economic discrimination. 
This paper explores the colonial impoverishment of blacks 
during the early 20th century and assesses the effects of 
these developments on their health and health care pro-
vision. The poverty that resulted from the consolidation of 
colonial rule in South Africa since the dawn of the century 
exposed black Africans to a variety of diseases associated 
with poverty and ecological inequality, such as malaria, tu-
berculosis, and sexually transmitted diseases. 
Although these health challenges were most severely felt 
among the blacks, they were at times prevalent among poor 
whites in the farms around the Lowveld areas of the Trans-
vaal, where many died of malaria during the early stages 
of white settlement. The health challenges of the Transvaal 
forced white farmers, missionary societies and the govern-
ment to intervene by devising rudimentary initiatives to 
provide basic healthcare services in the affected areas. This 
paper therefore seeks to explain how the socio-economic 
conditions caused health crises, which in turn forced the 
state to consider the need to provide rudimentary health-
care services to the rural black population, especially from 
the 1930s. This study is based on a variety of primary and 
secondary sources accessed from educational, governmen-
tal and non-governmental institutions. The primary sources, 
such as the archival sources, were collected from the Nation-
al Archives in Pretoria, Elim Hospital Care Groups Archives 
near Louis Trichardt, Archives of Malaria stations in Tzaneen, 
the University of Witwatersrand Historical Archives and 
Limpopo Provincial Archives in Polokwane. The utilization of 
oral information is not an exception. As for the secondary 
sources, a variety of the University libraries were 
also useful in accessing sources such as books,
 journals and other related sources. 57



Kgaogelo Mathekga

Exploring social construction of anaemia on childhood devel-
opment in Capricorn District of Limpopo Province.
Institution: University of Limpopo

Anaemia is scientifically explained as a state in which the 
quality of circulating red blood cells are below normal, or 
a condition in which the number of red cells or their oxy-
gen-carrying capacity is insufficient to meet the physiologi-
cal needs. 
The conditions is seen to be mainly caused by deficiency of 
irons in the body, which are needed for caring oxygen to the 
brain and muscles. It is also known to affect the cognitive 
and physical development of millions of children through-
out life globally, and mainly (Asians and) African. 
However, little in known on how ancient and current African 
communities define and understand this condition. 
Furthermore, most of the African communities currently rely 
on the western medical practices for illness diagnosis, treat-
ment and knowledge, ignoring the African perspective and 
knowledge. Similar observations were also made in South 
Africa. 
This medical sociology study aims to explore the social con-
struction of Anaemia and its impact on childhood develop-
ment in Capricorn District, Limpopo Province, South Africa. 
The objectives of the study are: to examine the cultural 
meaning, perceived causes, symptoms as well as the impact 
of the condition on the development of children aged less 
than three years in the study area. T
he study further intended to develop a model or theoretical 
framework for better social construction of anaemia from an 
African perspective. To achieve these, this grounded quali-
tative research design study adopted a phenomenological 
framework approach to data collection with an Afrocentric 
perspective. 
Thematic content analyses method was used to analyse 
the data collected for children who at the age of less than 
3 years, were admitted and treated for anaemia in either 
Mankweng or Pietersburg hospital leading to isolation of re-
peating and exceptional concepts/themes. The results show 
that almost all the children sampled for the study, had mul-
tiple conditions when they were admitted at the hospitals. 
This paper explores the colonial impoverishment of blacks. 
The study found that mothers and guardians in general did 
not know what type of a disease anaemia is. 

Some associated the condition with diseases with similar 
symptoms such as malnutrition, while most participants’ re-
sponses were scientific, depending on the amount of infor-
mation they were provided with by the health professionals 
they interacted with. 
There was however a common understanding that anaemia 
is caused by poor nutrition, poor feeding practices or lack 
of blood. The most common symptoms associated with 
anaemia were vomiting, loss of weight, weakness, pro-
longed crying, yellow eyes and pale hands. 
Part of the participants believed that the child will outgrow 
the disease, while the other indicating that the disease will 
affect the children physical development mainly. It is rec-
ommended that: 1) Only children admitted and treated for 
one condition (e.g. anaemia) at a hospital, be sampled when 
conducting health related research using qualitative studies 
with Afrocentric approach. 
Traditional healers’ cultural knowledge of different diseases 
like anaemia should be explored as the main source of this 
information. 2) In studies where the respondents such as 
mothers can be found to be responsible for the cause of a 
disease, an alternative guardian or family member should 
be used as a participant during data collection to minimise 
biasness. 3) Mother or guardians should be considered as 
the most important proxy of the child’s representing their 
unspoken words with regards to how the disease manifests 
itself on the child. 
Furthermore, the spiritual healers’ diagnostic knowledge 
and powers should also be investigated to understand 
how they assist their patients since they form an alternative 
health consultants for most African communities.

Georgina Moloantoa

An explanatory model of mental health ethics by traditional 
health practitioners.
Institution: University of Limpopo

An explanatory model of mental health ethics by Northern 
Sotho traditional health practitioners Moloantoa GT Back-
ground Traditional health practitioners are the first to be 
contacted for mental illness in many parts of Africa. The 
literature shows that there are more traditional
 health practitioners than western-trained 
mental health practitioners in most South African 
rural areas. 58



There have been calls for the collaboration between the 
traditional health practitioners and western trained mental 
health practitioners. However, the initiatives for the collabo-
ration for the two health systems have been meet with lot of 
challenges, with each health system criticising the other. The 
South African western trained mental health practitioners 
are guided by the ethical rules of Health Professions Council 
of South Africa. 
However, little is known about the processes that informs 
the traditional health practitioners ethical practices when 
dealing with patients with mental health issues. Aim The aim 
of the study was to develop an explanatory model of men-
tal health ethics that guides the Northern Sotho traditional 
health practitioner. 
Methodology The researcher used grounded theory ap-
proach for the present study. Twenty traditional health prac-
titioners were theoretically sampled for the study. Through 
intensive interviews, data was collected. The process of 
data collection and analysis was done simultaneously. Open 
coding, axial coding and selective coding were employed 
during data analysis. 
Results: The explanatory model of mental health ethics that 
guides the Northern Sotho traditional health practitioners 
was presented. Conclusion More studies about ethics in-
volved in traditional health practising should be done.

Motlatso Rampedi

The comorbidity of HIV, Hypertension and Diabetes.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

People living with HIV (PLWH) are living longer as a result 
of advancement and adherence to antiretroviral therapy 
(ART). As the life expectancy of PLWH increases, they are 
at increased risk of hypertension and diabetes because of 
factors such as deterioration in levels of physical activity, 
weakness in metabolic system, changes in BMI and long 
term effects of some ART regimens. Methods We explored 
the challenges faced by health care providers in providing 
chronic treatment and care to patients living with HIV and 
the comorbidity of Hypertension or Diabetes under the 
Integrated Chronic Disease Management (ICDM) model. We 
included experiences of adults living with these conditions 
and receiving treatment in health facilities where the model 
is implemented. In total, 24 Interviews were conducted and 
thematic analysis was used.

Purposive sampling was used to select the sample in 
Gauteng and the Eastern Cape provinces in South Africa. 
Results The challenges experienced by healthcare provid-
ers and adult participants in achieving the outcomes of the 
ICDM model corroborated each other. 
These include lack of staff capacity, unclear guidelines on 
the delivery of chronic disease care for patients with HIV 
chronic comorbidities under the ICDM model, pill burden, 
non-disclosure, financial burden, poor knowledge of treat-
ment taken and the relocation of patients. Access to treat-
ment remained a challenge in the rural areas. 
We found discordant results on the availability of chronic 
care support outside of the provision of medical treatment. 
While providers mentioned that patients are initiated into 
support or counselling groups, the adult participants re-
ported an unavailability of support or integrated chronic 
care programmes including an overall dissatisfaction with 
the amount of information provided by healthcare providers 
regarding the management of HIV chronic comorbidities. 
Conclusion Standardised guidelines, training and increasing 
staff capacity are critical to achieving the outcomes of the 
ICDM.
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Anneliese De Wet

Development and content validity of a preliminary version of 
the MIMHR-SA
Institution: Stellenbosch University

The significance of the topic Mental health recovery is a 
relatively new field of study worldwide, yet crucial to the 
overall wellbeing of persons. Recovery in low and middle 
income countries, such as South Africa, is still emerging. 
The measurement of recovery is an important aspect in the 
pursuit of mental wellbeing, by being helpful for the service 
user (patient), service provider(s) and/or carer(s) of the ser-
vice user to understand the process of recovery. 
Furthermore, the measurement of individual recovery can 
also be useful to give an indication of the impact of re-
covery-oriented programmes and decisions on the future 
funding of such initiatives. Recovery measure development 
is necessary for South Africa, where no such measure exists. 
A description of the key issues being addressed.
This study is one of the first in South Africa to undertake the 
development of a measure of individual recovery for a South 
African context, which was the overall aim of the study. The 
content validity of the developed measure was also tested. 
The methods utilised or that you plan to utilise. 
The definition and dimensions of recovery, developed in 
a previous part of the study, were expounded and used, 
together with the results from a literature review of existing 
recovery measures, from other contexts, and the analysis 
of study data for barriers to, and facilitators of, recovery, to 
formulate items and decide on the format of the measure.
These items were tested for content validity through (a) a 
2-round Delphi panel of professional experts, (b) cogni-
tive interviews with four service users, (c) the matching of 
items and dimensions by clinical experts, over two rounds, 
and (d) a readability test. Preliminary ideas and findings, 
and/or emerging conclusions. The measure, the Measure 
of Individual Mental Health Recovery for the South African 
Context (MIMHR-SA) initially consisted of 63 items, reduced 
to 48 through the Delphi panel and then to 39 through the 
recommendations by a psychometry expert and then final-
ly to 38 items after cognitive interviews with service users 
and matching of items and dimensions by clinical experts. 
Challenges encountered in the process are, (a) a protract-
ed process and (b) unanticipated considerations regarding 
ethics and the participants in the study.

Researchers should ensure that they are sufficiently pre-
pared for the process and the study context. Not only can 
the MIMHR-SA be helpful in contributing to a wider clinical, 
academic and governmental comprehension of the pro-
cess of recovery, but assist in the obtaining or retaining of 
funding for local recovery initiatives and lastly, but certainly 
not the least, be useful for service users, and their support 
in the form of service providers and carers, to understand 
their own process of recovery better and to be able to move 
along in that process.

Vuledzani Madima

Development of an AAC based parental training in a low-in-
come rural context of South Africa.
Institution: University of Pretoria

Augmentative and Alternative Communication interventions 
directed at young children focused on identifying the needs 
of an individual child as opposed to that of an individual as 
part of a family. 
Thus, a medical model of service delivery that has been 
adopted at various levels of healthcare resulting in poor 
access to comprehensive disability and rehabilitation ser-
vice especially to persons in rural and disadvantaged areas. 
As part of a plan to address access to quality and improving 
early childhood development services , the utilization of 
home-based or community-based interventions is recom-
mended, seeing that the caregiver is viewed as agent of 
change because speech, language, emotional, cognitive 
and communication development is dependent on caregiv-
er child interactions. 
This significance of this study is developing a caregiver 
training programme to improve AAC service delivery to 
preschool aged children, particularly those residing in rural 
contexts, through the public healthcare system. 
The main aim of this study is to identify, develop and eval-
uate the effectiveness of a caregiver training programme 
designed to train caregivers of children aged 2-6 years 
with CCN to implement AAC in a low-income rural context 
of South Africa.  A exploratory sequential mixed method 
design will be employed in this study. This design has three 
phases. Each phase has implications for the next 
phase.
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The Exploratory phase employed a scoping review to de-
scribe the nature of these caregiver training programmes 
and/ or approaches that are available in the literature that 
are designed to support caregivers of children with com-
plex communication needs (CCN) implement AAC. These 
results from the scoping review informed development of 
the caregiver training programme prototype together with 
the extensive literature review done, and the researcher’s 
experience of the culture. 
Telephonic interviews determined traditional cultural prac-
tices of VhaVenda about child-rearing practices with regards 
to communication, caregiver-child interaction, as well as be-
liefs about children with a communication disability. Further-
more, VhaVenda cultural brokers also deliberated on some 
aspects of the training programme with regards to cultural, 
linguistic and contextual relevance of the proposed strate-
gies as discovered from the scoping review. 
The results of the interview will inform the content and 
resources (materials) of the prototype training programme. 
The Programme development phase (Phase 2 ) is concur-
rently occurring. This will be followed by an online focus 
group with SLTs from Vhembe to ensure acceptability and 
practicality of the caregiver training programme. 
The caregiver training programme will then be piloted with 
one caregiver of children with CCN. In Phase 3 (Evaluation 
Phase), the developed programme will be implemented 
using an adapted form of the Kent-Walsh and McNaughton 
(2005) instructional protocol model. 
Evaluation of the effectiveness of the caregiver training 
programme will be carried out using single-subject multiple 
baseline design (SSMBD) across participants method. Base-
line, intervention, and follow up (maintenance) measure-
ments will be collected and analyzed for this study to show 
the effect of the training.

Malebo Mashaba

A mediation analyses of wellbeing and mental health of :Nya-
ope users in South Africa
Institution: North West University

Research have shown that substance abuse alone costs 
about R10 billion annually in South Africa making it a seri-
ous social menace for the country. 

Nyaope is a local name for the new form of a combo sub-
stance that consists of dagga, heroin and methamphetamine 
which is now popular among young people in the townships 
particularly in Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, Soshan-
guve, Atteridgeville and Mamelodi of Gauteng Province, 
South Africa. 
Psychological studies on Nyaope abuse is scarce and given 
the devastating effect of this drug on mental health, this pa-
per investigated the mediating role of wellbeing and mental 
health of users. 
Psychological well-being (Ryff ’s model) as a positive func-
tioning was conceptualized to mediate negative mental 
health outcomes of users based on the reason that people 
who experience good personal growth, positive relations 
good purpose in life will not report poor mental health out-
come due to abuse of a deadly drug. 
Based on a cross-sectional survey, data was purposively 
collected from 518 users in Gauteng Province in South Af-
rica. Using SEM, results show several significant mediating 
paths for self-acceptance, purpose in life, positive relations, 
environmental mastery, and poor mental health outcomes. 
Several recommendations were made based on the results 
of the study.

Lesley Mauda

When it comes to treatment, there is no one way approach
Institution: University of Limpopo

Pentecostal pastors are involved in the management and 
treatment of congregants with mental illness. Moreover, pas-
tors are the keenest of all faith-based groups to participate 
in the care (cure) of people considered by medical staff to 
be mentally ill. 
Empirical evidence indicates that before people with men-
tal illness report to psychologists and other mental health 
professionals, they consult with their pastors. 
However, not much is recorded empirically regarding Pen-
tecostal pastors’ perceptions on the treatment and manage-
ment of mental illness. Aim: The main aim of this study was 
to explore and understand Pentecostal pastors’ perceptions 
regarding the treatment and management of mental illness 
are. 

62



Methods: Semi-structured Interviews were conducted with 
19 Pentecostal pastors in and around Polokwane and data 
was analysed using Thematic Content Analysis. Results: 
Data provided by the participants indicates that they de-
scribe various approaches to treatment and management of 
mental illnesses. Overall, three approaches emanated from 
the data regarding the participants’ views on how mental 
illnesses should be treated and managed namely: (i) Both 
pastors and psychologists(mental health professionals) 
should treat and manage mental illness (ii) Psychologists 
(Mental health professionals) should only treat mental health 
problems caused by Bio-Psycho-Social factors and (iii) Only 
pastors can treat and manage mental health problems 
divinely. Findings were discussed accordingly. Conclusions 
and Recommendations: An intervention programme provid-
ing guidelines for Pentecostal pastors and psychologists’ 
collaboration was developed. The two professions need the 
expertise of each other to provide efficient services to their 
clients Key words: Pentecostal pastor, bio-psycho-social, 
spiritual, mental illness, treatment

Adele May

Development of a person-centered AAC intervention co-pro-
duced by persons with dementia.
Institution: University of Pretoria

Person-centered care is internationally advocated as best 
practice in persons with dementia. Although not a new con-
cept to the field of augmentative and alternative communi-
cation (AAC), person-centered care has been recently em-
phasized in the AAC literature. To achieve person-centered 
outcomes necessitates a focus not only on the implementa-
tion effect of an AAC intervention but also on collaborating 
with persons with dementia, and relevant stakeholders as 
co-producers of the intervention. 
In this presentation, a description of the development of an 
AAC intervention that was co-produced with persons with 
dementia is provided. The development of the AAC inter-
vention utilized an evidence-based AAC framework that 
integrates research evidence with stakeholder perspectives 
(e.g., persons with dementia, family members, caregivers) 
and clinical expertise (e.g., reflective practice). The findings 
of the co-production process is summarised and consider-
ations for future research and clinical application are pro-
posed. 

Elelwani Muthivhi

Psychological autopsy on male perpetrators and female vic-
tims of intimate partner murder-suicide in a rural community 
in Limpopo Province.
Institution: University of Limpopo

This paper discusses the phenomenon of intimate partner 
murder-suicide. The aim of the study is to conduct a psy-
chological autopsy on male perpetrators and female victims 
of intimate partner murder-suicide in a rural community in 
Limpopo Province with the view to understand the psycho-
logical intent of intimate partner murder-suicide. 
The present study is significant, as it potentially provide 
greater insight about the psychological intent on the male 
perpetrators and the female victims of intimate partner mur-
der-suicide. 
The study also make a contribution by, among others: a) 
adding to the existing literature on the topic of psycho-
logical autopsies, particularly in cases of intimate partner 
murder-suicide; b). Helping policy makers in their efforts to 
develop suicide prevention strategies and policies that will 
take into account psychological intent in intimate partner 
murder-suicide. 
The study was located in the qualitative research paradigm. 
In particular, the case study design was used. In the context 
of the present study, a unit of analysis was a murder-suicide 
case comprising of intimate partners who died through mur-
der-suicide. 
Specifically, two cases of intimate partner murder-suicide 
that were recorded in the forensic pathology mortuaries 
register (in the Limpopo Department of Health) were iden-
tified and used. In-depth interviews with participants was 
used to collect data. In addition, deceased’s archival records 
was used to generate data. Thematic content analysis (that 
is, inductive analysis) was used to identify patterns of mean-
ing across the datasets in order to provide answers to the 
research objectives. This analysis suggests that although 
intimate partner murder-suicide came as a total surprise to 
surviving family members and community members, there 
were psychological intent in the part of male perpetrators 
and female victims. It seemed to be their decision to end 
their lives through intimate partner murder-suicide. 
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There were different stages, suggesting it was their intent, 
they planned to complete intimate partner murder-suicide.
They all have had thoughts, explicit plans, fantasising about 
plans, tracking efforts and accessing weapons several times 
before the act. They all leaved messages. The essence of 
those messages are that is better to die together because 
everything in their intimate relationship is a fake joy. Actual-
ly they had nothing to make them happy. Concerning their 
romantic relationship, they are extremely unsuccessful in 
this area. 
They had no passion, nor purpose to live. The male perpe-
trators and female victims were in an intimate relationship 
for more than four years. The intimate partner murder-sui-
cide probably occur a day before their anniversary and 
seemed to have been calm. 
There was no sign of forced entry because the gate and 
house were locked. It seemed like male perpetrators appar-
ently help female victims to die and went on to take their 
life. 
The study recommends the need for further psychologi-
cal autopsy studies to share the light on the psychological 
intent on male perpetrators and female victims of intimate 
partner murder-suicide. The psychological intent on male 
perpetrators and female victims of intimate partner mur-
der-suicide heighten the urgency for policy makers to de-
velop intimate partner murder-suicide prevention strategies 
and policies. 
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Khuthala Mabetha

Under five mortality in non-orphaned kinship care by type of 
kin in South Africa.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

In South Africa, family structures and responsibilities have 
changed over time. The extended family institution in South 
Africa has transformed over time, due to the process of 
urbanisation and modernisation. The traditional family which 
conventionally constituted of a nuclear family and other 
extended kin, has been replaced with new forms of living 
arrangements due to family instability, death, desertion and 
marital dissolution. 
These changes have resulted in changing family roles. Living 
arrangements have been found to play a pivotal role chil-
dren’s health outcomes. Kinship care has been found to be 
beneficial to children placed under such care.Despite these 
benefits, other research has established that the spatial dif-
fusion of children to grandparents and other extended kin is 
reported to be linked with negative health consequences. 

One study found that the placement of children with extend-
ed kin increases child mortality significantly. While there is 
considerable literature on under-five mortality in kinship 
care contexts, effects of various kin on the mortality risks of 
children remain largely unknown. 
Methods: This study utilised the 2014/15 South African 
National Income Dynamics Survey from a sample of 87,206 
under-five children who were living with a kin caregiver in 
2014/15 (Wave 4) and died between birth and fifth birthday, 
Wave 5 (N = 7,687) while living in the household of a rela-
tive kin caregiver. 
The National Income Dynamics Survey is the first national 
panel household survey that was conducted in South Africa 
using a series of Waves. 
Under-five mortality was directly estimated using household 
death information provided by a kin caregiver. Kaplan-Meier 
survival curve estimates and Cox Proportional Hazard Re-
gression models were used to predict mortality levels using 
“type of kin caregiver” as a time-constant predictor variable. 
These assisted in predicting the length of time it took for a 
child death to occur while the child was raised in the specif-
ic caregiver’s household (i.e. age at death). Participants who 
did not experience the event of interest were censored. 

Results: The survival curves indicated that under-five mor-
tality is highest among over 75% of children who are raised 
by grandmothers (highest mortality risks observed in in-
fancy), followed by children who are raised by uncles or 
aunts (over 50%). The mortality risks of children who are 
older than 12 months were lower among children raised by 
uncles or aunts. While the mortality risk of children raised 
by other relatives was slightly lower compared to other kin 
caregivers, it was moderate for children who were raised by 
their siblings. Perceived health status (mortality risks high-
est among children perceived to have very good health (HR 
22.9; 95% CI 1.98-2.65) by their grandparents and among 
children perceived to have very good health (HR 1.48; 95% 
CI 1.23-1.99) by their aunts or uncles) had a significant influ-
ence on under-five mortality. Availability of clinic card, the 
number of times a healthcare professional was consulted 
and social grant recipient status had a significant influence 
on under-five mortality. Conclusion: Non-orphaned chil-
dren remain largely marginalised in literature as it is com-
monly believed that the care they receive from extended 
Kin is beneficial for them. Thus, there is a need to examine 
the effect of extended kin on child survival. Kin caregivers 
should also be equipped with necessary training to facilitate 
successful fulfillment of the caregiving role and subsequent 
positive child health outcomes.

Dimakatso Veronica Masenya

Mortuary rituals: Healing the wounds of loss.
Institution: University of the Free State

Mortuary Rituals: Healing the Wounds of Loss Mortuary 
rituals are at the centre of how people respond to death. 
Death related rituals are drawn on as mechanisms to drive 
the process of bereavement because they shape the manner 
in which grief is expressed. 
Death is disruptive in nature and these rituals attempt to 
create order in the chaotic situation, by providing comfort, 
reinforcing daily structures while restoring balance, and 
continuity through social support. 
This paper focuses on the significance of mortuary rituals 
within the indigenous communities in South Africa, in partic-
ular the Southern Sesotho speakers. In this context, 
mortuary rituals manifest themselves in two-parts 
of before and after burial. 66



The before burial phase is known as sefifi and the after buri-
al is sesila phase. Both these states of being symbolise the 
darkness that lingers over the bereaved families due to the 
death of one of their members -and mortuary rituals togeth-
er with restrictive rules (which dictate minimum contact with 
the outside world to protect the public from being ‘contam-
inated with sefifi and sesila) guide the family through their 
grieving and healing journey. 
This paper draws from ethnographic conversations of key 
players (community elders, undertakers, municipal officials) 
in the mortuary management network.

Tshilidzi Patrecia Mulaudzi

Exploring challenges faced by women in accessing traditional 
leadersip position.
Institution: University of Venda

Women’s participation in traditional leadership has been 
hindered by the issue of cultural barriers and stereotypical 
norms that they face within their patriarchal societies, show-
ing that there are tendencies of undermining women’s role 
in traditional leadership compared to men. 
This shows that, the biological make-up of a person is im-
portant in patriarchal societies as one’s gender is used to 
determine the role one plays in a community. 
This study seeks to assess the role of culture in women’s 
participation in traditional leadership. It will further examine 
the processes of selecting traditional leaders among Vhav-
enda. This study will utilize a qualitative research approach 
and data will be collected through semi-structured inter-
views with 18 males and female participants at Ha Tshivhase 
village. 
The sampling method for this study will be non-probability 
purposive sampling technique. All appropriate measures 
will be taken to protect the research participants from any 
harm during the interviews. Thematic analysis will be ap-
plied to analyse the collected data. 
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Daniël Nicolaas Andrew

Faith communities and social cohesion: Crossing the divide 
through intergenerational justice.
Institution: University of the Free State

During the celebration of the birth of our late president 
Nelson Mandela’s centenary and recently also during the 
commemoration of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
there were some voices from the youth of South Africa that 
the older generation of leaders forgave the beneficiaries of 
apartheid too easily. 
They are of the opinion that the huge socio-economic 
challenges that the youth of South Africa face today are the 
indirect result of forgiveness and reconciliation that came to 
hastily and easily. 
The role of faith communities was very prominent in the 
establishment and development of proceedings in the TRC 
and their impact on the creation of social cohesion in South 
Africa is worth considering. 
In this article we will look at the state of the youth in South 
Africa from a trans-disciplinary perspective where the fields 
of theology, sociology and social psychology will be con-
sulted to address the impact of apartheid on the youth, spe-
cifically on both the beneficiaries and victims of apartheid 
and how it contributes to the psycho-social and economic 
challenges the youth face. 
The study will use intersectional analysis to indicate how 
the dimensions of race, gender, class and age further com-
plicate the situation of the youth and how the longing for 
social cohesion is under threat when they are not met. The 
influence of faith communities with the proceedings of the 
TRC and their responsibility to see that its resolutions are 
successfully executed will also be analysed. 
The need for a radical reconciliation that do not just accept 
social cohesion without addressing the inequalities and 
injustices perpetuated in our society and make our youth 
prisoners from the past will also be addressed. The provi-
sion of religious and social capital by faith communities can 
bring social cohesion that is liberating and just towards the 
victims of apartheid and bring change in the mindset and 
actions of the beneficiaries of apartheid. 
Contributions from the field of intergenerational research 
will be consulted to address the war between the genera-
tions and help the older and younger groups to have a more 
positive appreciation of our struggle past

and to understand the choices that previous generations 
made and its results but also to be careful with how they 
treat the present in order to built a better life for all that live 
in South Africa today and future generations. 
The aim of this article is to address the challenges plaguing 
our youth and cross the divide through the creation and 
the promotion of Intergenerational justice that will lead to 
greater intergenerational solidarity. 

Sharon Gabie

Labelling, classification and consequences
Institution: Rhodes University

The title of my thesis is Izit? Hoe lyk hulle? Kom ons Xoa - 
A South African Khoe-San narrative. The title of the thesis 
refers to the complex nature and discussions of identity 
politics in the context of South Africa, where classification, 
identity formation and racialisation are consequences of 
structural oppression by previous governments. 
In this thesis, I focus on the lives of self-identifying San and 
Khoe people unpacking the notion of indigeneity as used by 
different individuals who affiliate with these groups. 
The research was carried out using an interprovincial com-
parative ethnographic approach across four provinces in 
South Africa, in parts of the Northern Cape, Eastern Cape, 
Gauteng and KwaZulu Natal. Identity politics in South Africa 
remain contentious. In the realm of identity politics, contem-
porary San and Khoe citizens are making sense of the many 
ways in which their lives have been legally, historically and 
socially constructed. 
The history of oppression, the search for power and the 
accumulation of wealth by the settlers, displaced the indige-
nous San and Khoe people. 
The displacement of the San and Khoe people also im-
pacted the lives of their descendants who lived in southern 
Africa continuously. 
The onslaught of colonialism, slavery and social contact with 
other African groups through intermarriage with diverse 
people affected the ancestry of San and Khoe peoples. The 
descendants of the San and Khoe (many known as the Co-
loured people) are not a homogenous group as portrayed 
by the Apartheid government’s ‘cookie-cutter’ 
ideology of classification.
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The Apartheid government through various laws froze this 
heterogenous identity into the historical icebox of a homog-
enous classification; namely the Coloured people. 
The descendants of the San and Khoe are in talks with var-
ious government institutions regarding their dispossession 
of land, language, and the enforced socioeconomic break 
from the land whilst demanding social justice. I argue, that 
the ‘intersectional renegotiated relationship’ and the ‘par-
ticularity of indigeneity’ among citizens and the state are 
challenged. 
These challenges are brought by the transnational debates 
on the place of indigeneity in a context like South Africa 
and relates to what the government is willing to concede to 
them. 
How does the government wish to equitably include the 
claims made by the descendants of the San and Khoe 
people? The research findings indicate that various state 
departments are slowly progressing to entertaining some of 
the issues raised by the descendants of the San and Khoe. 
However, the rigid four-tier racial classification system of the 
Apartheid state remains in place, 25 years into democracy, 
resulting in the invisibilisation of the ‘voices’ of the descen-
dants of the San and Khoe and the envisioned project of 
achieving social justice and recognition as a people. 
The four-tier racial classification system is a colonial impor-
tation that affects the lives of the descendants of the San 
and Khoe people and it casts a shadow over the interrelat-
edness of many groups in South Africa.

Dane Henry Isaacs

The personal politics of disability for young adult South Afri-
can men who stutter.
Institution: Stellenbosch University

Stuttering is a complex speech production disorder that 
affects millions of people worldwide. To date, several stud-
ies have examined the comprehensive impact of stuttering 
on individuals. Yet, a disability studies approach has largely 
been absent in studies that have investigated the lived ex-
periences of people who stutter.  The purpose of this article 
is to examine the understandings young adult South African 
men who stutter hold of whether, and in what way, stuttering 
may be considered a disability.

Fifteen men who stutter participated in this study. Data was 
collected through semi-structured interviews and two focus 
groups and analysed according to Edley’s (2001) approach 
to discursive psychology and the affective turn in social 
research. 
The findings revealed that some men in this study under-
stood stuttering as a speech disorder that can be con-
trolled; while other men constructed stuttering as a disabili-
ty, subjectively positioning themselves either as disabled or 
non-disabled men. 
Men who did see stuttering as a disability placed great 
emphasis on contextual factors affecting fluency and social 
inclusion, which warrant further attention in planning reha-
bilitation interventions.

Nthabiseng Mokoena

Culture contact and the transition of identities: The architec-
ture of Thaba-Bosiu National Heritage.
Institution: University of Cape Town

The arrival of European missionaries in 1833 introduced 
a new culture that influenced the identity of Basotho. The 
Basotho nation as we know it today is built from multicultur-
al identities that have resulted into a creole society. Among 
cultural elements that have been transformed to accommo-
date a new creole identity is the built environment. The early 
architecture of Basotho is characterized by circular, low 
walls with a dome-shaped outline. 
The transition to modern-day rectangular, high-walled and 
thatch roof homesteads with traditional decorations and 
room partitions happened throughout the mid-1800s into 
mid-1900s. 
The built environment of Thaba-Bosiu reflects the pro-
cesses of formation on new identities post culture contact. 
Thaba-Bosiu is currently a national heritage site that many 
Basotho associate their identities with. 
The different landscapes and evidence of diverse stonewall 
structures reveals an interesting transition of architecture 
from one culture to another, then to a newly appropriated 
style of homesteads. This paper highlights elements of cul-
ture contact that lead to formation of new identities, using 
Thaba-Bosiu as a case study. 
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Abenea Ndago

Spontaneity or Intentionality?: Investigating characterisation, 
ethnic Stereotypes and National Identity 
Institution: University of the Free State

Postcolonial identities grapple with ethnic stereotypes and 
myths as a strategy for narrating the nation. These stereo-
types partly draw from their own socio-historical basis, as 
well as from communal contestations for power and how 
popular culture acts as an agent of mediation in the national 
space. 
Past research on Kwani? Journal shows marginal concern 
with ethnic stereotypes in the Kenyan popular spaces, and 
with the place of these stereotypes in galvanising communal 
sub-identities through characterisation. 
This article situates itself in popular culture theory on the 
interventionist aspect of popular texts, and identifies Kwani? 
Journal as an important agent for narrating nationhood in 
Kenya. 
This article recognises Kenya’s 2007/2008 Post-Election Vi-
olence (PEV) as the journal’s most important intervention in 
mediating ethnic stereotypes. It examines whether Kwani?’s 
depiction of Kikuyu and Luo stereotypes through character-
isation is a result of spontaneous response to the agency of 
the Kenyan socio-political spaces, or editorial intervention. 
The paper further examines how this relationship impacts 
Kenya’s sense of nationhood and national identity in the 
context of Kenya’s PEV. 
The article considers the journal’s nine issues published 
between 2003 and 2015 and determines the pattern of 
stereotype construction using the 2007/2008 as the year in 
which ethnic stereotypes dominated Kenya’s political space. 
The paper discusses how the journal’s construction of the 
stereotypes impacts debates on the imaginaries on identity 
politics in Kenya.  

Janell Le Roux

Celebrity and media representation of African women’s hair 
Institution: University of Limpopo

The historical and political past of African hair gave birth to 
an African identity laden with symbols of oppression and 
inferiority (hooks 1992). 

However, in the current postmodern epoch, hair has be-
come a tool to assert pride and navigate various identities. 
Of critical interest is the role of the media in the presen-
tation of various hair (styles) to South African women in 
the process of constructing a fluid and hybrid identity that 
decentres the ideology of rigid racial identity. 
This article aimed to critically examine how the media con-
struct a new identity for African women through the presen-
tation of hair(styles) available to them. A semiotic textual 
analysis of six cover stories of DRUM Hair magazine (2014-
2019 editions) was conducted. 
With theory from Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari’s (1987) 
Rhizomatic Classification Systems, Robert Lifton’s (1993) Pro-
tean Self, this study explores the types of claims and themes 
in media representation of African hair. A critical finding of 
the study reveals that the African woman who is exposed to 
an assortment of hairstyles can navigate from one identity 
to the next without being loyal to one identity, typical of the 
postmodern identity.

Hlengiwe Ndhlovu

Fractured citizenship and questions of belonging in Zoë Wi-
comb ‘David’s story’ (2000)
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

This paper grapples with questions of (precarious) citizen-
ship and belonging in South Africa. It draws from the life 
histories of four womxn who took part in the anti-apartheid 
liberation struggle documented as part of an ethnographic 
study between 2014 and 2018. Using Zoë Wicomb David’s 
story and other literary texts, I unpack what it means for 
these womxn to become part of a liberation struggle and 
their precarious state of everyday encounters with violence 
in ‘democratic’ South Africa. 
The paper is developed from a statement of one of the local 
historians in Duncan Village township. Narrating struggles 
faced by womxn during the apartheid and post-1994, the lo-
cal historian noted that : the two fronts of wars were fought, 
and continue to be fought on womxn’s bodies.
Using David’s story, I develop this statement and map the 
multi-layered spaces where womxn have, and continue to 
experience different forms of violence in the 
everyday. 
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I identify and theorise four battlefields (the body, the family/
home, the community and the state) as entangled battle-
fields where violent encounters are experienced by womxn 
in society. 
I argue that these battlefields fracture citizenship and dis-
rupt feelings of belonging for most womxn in South African 
communities. Everyday experiences of womxn therefore 
become a form of resistance and a struggle for inclusive 
citizenship and inclusive communities. 

Sandisiwe Vilakazi

Black celebrity auto/biography and the mapping of possibili-
ties.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

The study analyses selected black South African celebrities’ 
auto/biographies published between 2000 and 2020, it has 
3 interlinked objectives: To explore the ways black South 
African celebrities use autobiography to reflect on and 
construct their identities and subjectivities; to examine how 
autobiography provides a platform for black South African 
celebrities to influence public discourse and unlock forms of 
social, cultural and political capital; to examine the workings 
of voice and narrative authority in co-authored, ghost-writ-
ten and as-told-to autobiographies. According to Lieblich, 
Tuval-Mashiach and Zilber (1998), people are storytellers by 
nature and their narratives provide access to identity and 
personality (7). 
People’s stories are often constructed around ‘a core of facts 
or life events’, and the ‘selection, addition to, emphasis on, 
and interpretation’ of the events relayed (8). These stories 
are subjective narrative constructions and may contain some 
distortions and omissions which may not correspond to 
events as they occurred. 
The life story, as a narrative, allows subjects to ‘construct 
their identities and self-narratives from building blocks 
available in their common culture, above and beyond their 
individual experience’ (9). 
Among the questions the study engages with are: How do 
we understand the increase in publication of autobiogra-
phies among black South African celebrities in terms of 
what it enables regarding their identities, their careers and 
its use as a platform to influence public discourse and per-
ceptions?

Regarding authorship and authority - does the position of 
the subject in relation to the author/s influence the voices 
and perspectives which come through in the narratives and 
how they are framed? 
The study explores the possibilities that the auto/biograph-
ical medium affords black South African celebrities for 
identity formation, self-reflection, public commentary and 
resource accumulation from 2000 to 2020, a period char-
acterised by a high circulation of personal narratives and 
unprecedented levels of exposure and interaction between 
celebrities and the public, through physical and digital en-
gagement. The combination of social media platforms and 
the proliferation smart mobile devices has played a big part 
in the production of celebrity today; the constant exposure 
and access has created a celebrity self which is private and 
public at all times. 
This study focuses on 12 auto-biographies and 4 co-au-
thored memoirs. These are A Renegade called Simphiwe 
(Pumla Gqola), Bassie: My Journey of Hope (Bassie Kumalo), 
Bitch, please! I’m Khanyi Mbau (Lesley Mofokeng), Danc-
ing to the beat of the drum (Pamela Nomvete), Dominoes: 
Unbreakable Spirit - The Somizi Mhlongo Story (Somizi 
Mhlongo and Lesley Mofokeng), Endings and Beginnings 
(Redi Tlhabi), Eyebags & Dimples (Bonnie Henna), From A 
to B (Bonang Matheba and Gugu Mhlungu), I keep learning 
(Unathi Nkayi and Kabomo Vilakazi), I Ran for My Life (Ka-
belo Mabalane and Nechama Brodie), Making HerStory: A 
Decade of Achievements (Lira, Clyde Meela and Robin C. 
Kohl), Reclaiming the Soil: A Black Girl’s Struggle to Find 
Her African Self (Rosie Motene), The Curse of Teko Modise 
(Nikolaos Kirkinis), The Kelly Khumalo Story (Melinda Fergu-
son and Sarah Setlaelo), Unbecoming to Become (Ayanda 
Mangubane Borotho) and When Hope Whispers (Zoleka 
Mandela). 
The titles were purposively selected with an eye for the 
range of issues they address regarding black celebrities’ 
lives in South Africa, gender representativity, range of narra-
tive styles and the different uses to which the celebrities put 
life writing. 
The selection is not fully representative as this is a growing 
field of literary production, but the study hopes to launch 
the conversation on post-apartheid black celebrity life writ-
ing. Discourse and narrative analysis are used to analyse the 
focal texts. 
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Rosette Sifa Vuninga

Combattants and Kivucians: Beyond ethno-regional violence 
among Congolese immigrants of Cape Town 
Institution: University of the Western Cape
This paper focuses on combattants (French for :fighters), 
a diaspora group from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) who since 2011, have been instigating terror among 
fellow Congolese immigrants in western countries as well 
as in South Africa. The group emerged during the 2011 
electoral campaign in the DRC during which the opposition 
leaders campaigned among Congolese diaspora (Godin 
2013; Inaka 2016). Combattants’ violence is ethnic, regional, 
and to a large extent, political. 
They are mostly described as Lingala (and to a large extent 
Tshiluba and Kikongo) speakers from Kinshasa (Kinois), 
who view themselves as :anti-President Kabila. Most of their 
victims are known as collabos (they are considered collabo-
rators of the Kabila regime), mostly people from Kivu region 
who speak Kiswahili. (Inaka 2016, 5-6). 
While acknowledging that both the politics of the DRC and 
that of South Africa largely shape the everyday of Congo-
lese nationals in South Africa (Inaka 2016), this research 
moves beyond describing combattants as just another polit-
ically mobilised group seeking to raise a collective diasporic 
identity (Werbner 1997). Focusing on Cape Town, this paper 
stresses the links between the South African migration 
system that favours some Congolese ethno-regional groups 
(mainly those from the warzones -- the eastern region/ the 
Kivu) over others (the more peaceful western region/ Kin-
shasa) and the current feuds between eastern and western 
Congolese. The paper argues that combattants/collabos 
feuds are also a struggle between the :winners and the :los-
ers produced and reproduced through South African migra-
tion laws and policies.  

Ncamisile Thumile Zulu

Black women professors in South African universities: Advanc-
ing social justice.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal
Social justice is an important dimension of South Africa’s 
democratic commitment, and is also a key function of uni-
versities in terms of addressing racial and gender inequali-
ties related to access and success and the under-representa-
tion of Black women. This study examined the ways in which

Black women professors advanced the social justice per-
spective in South African higher education. Based on a so-
cial constructionist paradigm, this study used Fraser’s social 
justice perspective, supplemented with Yosso’s concept of 
community cultural wealth to understand how Black women 
professors were advancing social justice in institutions of 
higher education. The Black women professors who were 
interviewed were recruited from two South African univer-
sities. Semi-structured interviews were used to collect the 
data, and the data was analysed using thematic analysis. 
The study revealed four ways in which Black women profes-
sors advanced the social justice perspective in higher edu-
cation. These were: achievement of professorship, conduct-
ing research for social justice, a transformative leadership 
style and mentoring of other Black academics. The findings 
of this study implied that more needs to be done to increase 
the number of Black women professors as, due to their 
unique identity, they serve multiple purposes to advance the 
social justice perspective in higher education. 
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Tebogo Victoria Kgope

A critical reflection on complementary, alternative and Indige-
nous knowledge medicine. 
Institution: University of Venda

As long as the academy continues to lag behind in investi-
gating and revealing and teaching African indigenous ped-
agogies, the unrepresentative Eurocentric epistemologies 
that are disconnected from the African reality will continue 
to marginalise certain communities and professions/disci-
plines. 
Complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) is a term 
that attained popularity in the recent millennium. CAM com-
prises therapeutic healing modalities that are not part of 
Western or conventional medicine as its treatment options 
are centred on medicinal plant, mineral and animal material. 
Homeopathy as a curative therapeutic system of medicine 
is classified under CAM and remains relatively unknown 
in African communities. This is despite being recognised 
by the government of South Africa as a primary healthcare 
modality. In this study, a trilogy of decolonial conceptual 
frameworks by decolonial thinkers and authors is utilised to 
debunk terms and paradigms that seek to de-link indige-
nous healing modalities from their core principles. 
In-depth conversational interviews with homeopaths, African 
indigenous healers and ordinary everyday people were con-
ducted to explore how these individuals understand them-
selves and find out who are consulted every day by ordinary 
people seeking healing. 
A thematic and narrative analysis was used to give meaning 
to the collected data. Four categories emerged revealing 
the need to redress and do justice to marginalised disci-
plines and communities. 

Meisie Madzivhandila

The crucial role of Tshifasi music genre in VhaVenda societies: 
An African perspective.
Institution: University of Venda
Tshifasi music performance is part of Vhavenda cultural cate-
gory of music for boys and girls on which limited has been 
traced in an African perspective about its historical perfor-
mance. Not much has been studied for its performance for 
entertainment and for socialization aspect. 

Therefore, there is still more to be studied in the collection 
and documentation to preserve the historical art of Vhaven-
da for the benefit of the society (Mashianoke, 2013). For that 
reason, the researcher aims to contribute to find the social 
function from its historical perspective. As such, there is not 
much written about the role of tshifasi. This means that the 
traditional value imbedded in tshifasi has not been fully ex-
plored for the benefit of society. This current study was con-
ducted to describe and explain sociological role of tshifasi. 
The study used the combination of qualitative and African 
musicology approaches to gather information from prospec-
tive participants and to analyse data (Khosa, 2018). Face to 
face interviews and focus group discussions was conducted 
to gather information that enable the study to decode the 
role of tshifasi in a historic perspective. 
Indigenous Knowledge from the role of tshifasi will benefit 
communities. 
Children will be able to know the meaning of cultural dance 
and how does its role contribute to children since this article 
pave the way on how it was done way back (Ladzani, 2014). 
The adjudicators will use this information to judge during 
completions to preserve the cultural way of Vhavenda music 
genre. In this way, tshifasi’s role would be seen as an inher-
ent part of the Vhavenda cultural expression.

Lufuno Mashamba

Guidelines to promote the proper use of african traditional 
medicine in selected district of Limpopo Province.
Institution: University of Venda

Adulteration of African traditional medicine is a serious 
problem that is encountered worldwide. It includes a num-
ber of deliberate and accidental situations. Mitra and Kan-
nan (2007) shows that unintentional substitution occurs due 
to a number of reasons including confusion in vernacular 
names between traditional systems of medicine and lan-
guage dialects. 
The aim of the study was to develop guidelines which will 
promote proper use of African Traditional Medicine for 
people living with HIV in Vhembe and Mopani Districts of 
Limpopo province. The study employed qualitative method-
ology. The study used exploratory and phenomenological 
design. Participants 
were from selected 
District of Limpopo Province. 
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The study used snowball and purposive sampling, and in 
depth semi structured instrument was used. The study had 
two phases that overlaped each other. The first phase was 
empirical phase that focused on the objectives of study for 
both groups of participants i.e the traditional healers and 
people living with HIV. 
Thematic Content Data Analysis, was used to analyze data. 
To ensure trustworthiness of the collected data the research-
er applied the following: credibility, dependability, transfer-
ability and confirmability. 
The internal and external ethics such as confidentiality, 
respect, honesty, informed consent was taken into consid-
eration when conducting the study. The second phase was 
the development of guidelines which was guided by Delphi 
technique. Recommendations of the study were based on 
the findings.

Tsetselelani Mdhluli

People’s perception towards traditional medicine: The select-
ed case study of Allandale Village in Mpumalanga.
Institution: University of Venda

African indigenous medicine remains the primary source of 
health services African countries. Before the arrival of west-
ern medicine African used to rely only on traditional medi-
cine. This study stressed that the health seeking behaviour 
should not be a negotiated to the people who feel to utiliz-
es traditional medicine. 
This paper has unearthed that the use of traditional medi-
cine has played a significant role to the of Allandale village. 
The use of qualitative research ensures that the use of tradi-
tional medicine desire to be part of the healing process, ill-
ness perceptions and aetiology, holistic and natural healing 
approaches, and perceptions on quality of care ascribe the 
widespread use of traditional medicine. 
The health seeking behaviour theory was grounded by the 
way African people that are deep rooted beliefs in the use 
of African traditional medicine. 
The study suggests that there should be an integration of 
African health practice into western health practice. The 
study recommends that the collaboration between so that 
the health seeking behaviour should have equal power. 

Tihana Nathen

Plant-ethnography: on the use of concepts within research 
among Kruie and their people.
Institution: University of the Western Cape

The aim of this paper is to demonstrate an anthropology 
of plants and their people, herein referred to as a kind of 
plant-thropology. 
This is an African-ontology of relation, concerning medicinal 
plants of South Africa (kruie), and Rastafarians who advocate 
strongly for the use of kruie. As a point of departure, the 
following concepts are discussed: herb-I-graphy, plant-eth-
nography, and plant-thropology. These concepts serve two 
functions. 
First, they are introduced to illustrate new ways of re-con-
ceptualizing what it means to do critical plants studies from 
an anthropological perspective. Secondly, the concepts 
provide discriptive nuances to the practice and method(s) 
of doing plant-human studies in anthropology. In this text 
I also explore the topic of material agency and plant inten-
tionality. 
This is illustrated with stories and photographs about the 
medicinal subject, Dassiespis (Hyraceum), which is one of 
the most popular medicinal items in the Rastafarian herbal 
collection. It is commonly found in mountains of the West-
ern Cape. 
The plant-ethnographies used in this paper draws from a 
mixed method of qualitative fieldwork in the Western Cape 
with Rastafarian bossiesdokters (bush doctors) / kruiedok-
ters (medicinal plant doctors). In Rastafarian cosmology 
medicinal plants attract and affect humans, animals, spirits, 
and other flora; they clean/cleanse, heal, decorate; they 
bring joy, luck, serenity, and protection; they stop witchcraft 
and wickedness; they can even poison and kill. It is from 
such ontologies of relation that I explore and make a case 
for plant agency and intentionality. 
The developing ideas discussed in this piece aims to disrupt 
human dualisms of alterity towards plants. My research is 
therefore situated within the growing scholarship in anthro-
pology concerned with multi-species, beyond-the-human, 
other-than-human, and more-than-human research. 
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Libopuoa Notsi

Validating indigenous and health motives for earth-eating 
among Basotho girls.
Institution: University of Zululand

Earth-eating (geophagia) is prevalent in many parts of the 
world including Africa. It is common in different ages, gen-
der, racial groups and contexts. 
A plethora of motives have been postulated for geophagia. 
Some of these are: cultural, medicinal and religious, making 
it an acceptable norm regardless of health risks involved. 
This paper takes a holistic and positive indigenous ap-
proach to explain motives for earth-eating among Basotho 
girls. Indigenous people globally, have a profound cultural 
and spiritual connection to earth. 
To them earth is a Mother which provides sustenance of 
the body and soul. Earth -eating is therefore, an indigenous 
cultural and spiritual tradition that has been and is currently 
practiced for millennia. 
The indigenous approach departs from the western and of-
ten negative approach that views earth-eating as unhygien-
ic, dirty and leads to all sorts of illnesses. 
The major objective of the study was to explore the preva-
lence, motives and other factors that influence earth-eating 
among girls, ages 14 -18 at Thaba-Bosiu, Ha Khoabane Vil-
lage in Lesotho. A quantitative survey was done on a con-
venience sample of 39 girls with ages ranging from 14 -18, 
and structured interviews were conducted. 
The statistical analysis was done using SPSS 25 for simple 
percentages and a reliability test was done, utilizing Cron-
bach’s alpha coefficients to assess sources of inconsistency 
(Tolmie, et.al. 2011; Walliman, 2005). Results revealed high 
prevalence of girls who consumed earth. earth eating is 
practiced by a considerable propotion of girls in Ha Khoa-
bane village Kingdom of Lesotho. Therefore making sites-
safe for mining soil/clay is required to avoid potentially 
harmful toxins.

Moses Karisa

It’s a school but it’s not a school: Understanding father in-
volvement in the schooling of children
Institution: University of Cape Town
This study sought to understand how fathers perceived 
schooling of their children with intellectual disabilities and 
how this impacted upon their involvement. The paper re-
ports specifically on the views of fathers, teachers and moth-
ers of children with intellectual disabilities regarding how 
fathers understood schooling and how the understanding 
affected father involvement at a special school. The findings 
are a part of a larger case study conducted at one special 
school for children with intellectual disabilities in Kenya. 
Purposive sampling was used to recruit nine teachers, eight 
fathers, and six mothers of children with intellectual disabil-
ities from the special school. Individual interviews, key infor-
mant interviews, focus group discussions and a document 
review were the data collection methods. Data were tran-
scribed and analysed thematically. Fathers understanding of 
schooling was expressed in the two themes emerging: the 
ambivalence of the purpose of the school and a focus on 
functional skills. Fathers want their children with disabilities 
to be educated, which means becoming self-reliant, but they 
do not always agree with schooling which is the way that 
society has chosen to educate children.

77



Intellectualizing
 African Languages    



Colfar Hlongwana
The homonymy- polysemy interface in African languages: The 
case of Xitsonga.
Institution: University of South Africa

Language is a fundamental part of our lives, we speak it, 
write in it and think in it. The words we use are combined in 
order to create utterances that convey meaning. 
As explained by Ullman (1962), meaning is the most ambig-
uous term in the theory of language as well as being the 
most controversial one. Language itself is ambiguous and 
words often possess more than one meaning; it is up to the 
language user to decide which meaning to choose based on 
the context of utterances. 
Polysemy and homonymy are two representatives of ambi-
guity in language and are part of everyday language. The 
way people understand words spoken by others reflects 
their understanding of the senses expressed by these 
words. 
These two concepts are regarded as a problem which 
brings about communication Breakdown to many different 
languages from across the globe, because it brings about 
multiple senses or meanings in a single word. Ultimately, the 
intended meaning from the speaker becomes the proverbial 
needle in a haystack as the listener might encode different 
sense of a given utterance. 
The aim of the paper is to investigate the interface between 
homonymy and polysemy in African languages with special 
reference to Xitsonga. The reason for such a study is that, 
there is less or no documented papers on homonymy and 
polysemy in Xitsonga. 
In so doing, this it will help native and non-native speakers 
of the language to be heedful of multiplicity of meanings in 
a language so that the intended meanings could be commu-
nicated clearly and unambiguously. 
The overall study employs qualitative research methodolo-
gy. The reason for that choice is because the study merely 
focuses on words and meanings in Xitsong and lastly, the 
researcher as a native speaker of the Xitsonga, it is going to 
be easy to gather required data in other to ensure comple-
tion the study. 
Data will be generated through interviews, Xitsonga novels, 
radio, Xitsonga dictionary, Xitsonga television programmes 
as well as word of mouth. 

Jeremia Lepheana
Creating spaces for multilingual education in South African 
classrooms in the 21st century.
Institution: Rhodes University

This paper explores the possibilities of multilingual lan-
guage instruction within multi-ethnic classrooms in former 
Model-C schools shaped by multiple discursive practices. 
The researcher reviews current research on multilingualism 
and teaching and proposes strategies for overcoming the 
English prescriptivism, and monolingual mind-set in educa-
tion. 
The paper is both a qualitative and quantitative study, 
which sought to investigate the patterns of translanguaging 
in classrooms in five primary schools in Alfred Nzo West 
district (Maluti sub-district). In quantitative research, ques-
tionnaires are to be used to gather data from teachers and 
learners. In the qualitative research methodology, document 
analysis method of collecting data is employed. 
Purposive sampling is the major sampling method to ensure 
that relevant data is collected. Language in Education Policy 
forms the major analytical framework for this study. The aim 
of the paper is to investigate the impact of translanguaging 
as it is used by teachers and learners in the class in selected 
primary schools in Alfred Nzo West district. 
The research focuses on how primary school learners and 
their teachers engage with teaching and learning, and the 
strategies that teachers use to promote the use of two or 
three languages in classrooms to help learners to under-
stand content and concepts in English, Sesotho and isiXhosa 
as there are multi-ethnic classrooms in the district. The pa-
per concludes with some reflections on the findings, impli-
cations of the findings for future research and training, and 
recommendations to use the languages of school children 
as rich resources for teaching and learning. 
The Socio-cultural theory formed the theoretical frameworks 
that guided this study. This theory is sensitive to discussions 
on historically disadvantaged and marginalised South Afri-
can indigenous languages.
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Mampoi Mabena

No title: 
Institution: University of South Africa

Vague Language and its Conversational Effectiveness in 
Commissions of Enquiry Commissions of enquiry have been 
mediators for restoration of peace and stability in Lesotho. 
The past and present governments have often resorted to 
these enquiry bodies when they were faced with political 
unrests. 
The commissions were established to investigate circum-
stances which led to political disturbances in the country 
and to make recommendations on possible action to be tak-
en to prevent a repetition of those events. In particular, the 
Leon and Phumaphi commissions have since become hailed 
as landmarks of commissions of enquiry in public discourses 
in Lesotho. 
Following their recommendations, several court cases were 
opened and perpetrators were prosecuted. Some of these 
prosecuted people have since served their sentence and 
were released, however, others are serving their term in 
prison as this study is conducted. 
The success of these commissions in making informed rec-
ommendations was dependent largely on the information 
gathered from participants during the proceedings. 
Given the value that has been attached to their recommen-
dations and the way such recommendations shaped the po-
litical situation in Lesotho, it is imperative to have in-depth 
understanding of communicative strategies that participants 
used as they testified and to have insight into the effective-
ness of those strategies in yielding the required information. 
Such knowledge is valuable in that it has the potential to 
inform future communicative practices in commissions of 
enquiry. This study therefore explores the communicative 
strategies used by witnesses when responding to questions 
in the Leon and Phumaphi commissions in Lesotho. It is spe-
cifically looking into the types of communicative strategies 
employed, their linguistic realizations and their conversa-
tional effectiveness in providing required information to the 
commissions. Despite the important role played by commis-
sions, the researcher has not come across a study which has 
attended to pragmatic linguistic issues such as the commu-
nicative strategies which participants of the commissions 
used to respond to questions.

This study therefore makes an original contribution to 
knowledge in the field of linguistics by filling up this gap 
left by earlier scholars.
The study established that participants were strategic 
in their response to questions and this is shown by their 
overall use of 12 types of communicative strategies which 
are: code-switching, fillers, personal pronouns, figurative 
language, vague language, direct quoting, direct refusals, 
passive voice, indirect communication, indirect criticism, 
questioning, and circumlocution. 
However, this paper will focus on participants’ use of vague 
language. This strategy was found in both commissions; in 
Leon commission, it seems to have been used on account 
of memory loss, but in Phumaphi Commission, where it was 
particularly common, was found among the army officers 
and government officials. 
These participants employed vague language in order to 
hide huge amount of information. They used a lot of :I don’t 
know: nothing:I don’t know exactly :I don’t remember when 
responding to questions about occurrences which were 
under their jurisdiction. 
This study asserts that the use of vague language was con-
versationally ineffective and a sign of participants’ unwilling-
ness to cooperate. 
The use of vague language was therefore conversationally 
ineffective because it deprived the commissioners of the 
valuable information they required and this might have po-
tentially influenced the outcomes of the inquiries as well as 
the recommendations. 
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Eve Nyemba
Policy interventions to guide Zimbabwe’s voting behaviour in 
the Unga.
Institution: University of Johannesburg

Zimbabwe’s foreign policy at the UN under Robert Mugabe 
was the subject of interest to many countries who have been 
trying to understand why a small, landlocked African state 
challenged the actions of the so-called world hegemons, 
the US and UK in this international forum. 
Mugabe’s statements at the UN from 1980 right up to his 
removal from government in 2017 were critical of the domi-
nance of Western nations in global institutions, full of vitriol 
towards its supposed enemies and advocatory towards a 
new international economic order, and a just and inclusive 
world. 
Mugabe styled himself as the voice of the voiceless at the 
UNGA. Year after year, he not only spoke of the injustice 
that was prevalent in UN organs and among states, but ably 
translated his foreign policy pronouncements into votes that 
were consistent with his rhetoric. Many saw Mugabe as a 
dictator and the embodiment of Zimbabwe’s foreign policy. 
It was difficult to separate the person of Mugabe with Zim-
babwe’s policies both domestically and at the international 
level. 
Many were transfixed in a love -hate relationship with him 
but none can refute his formidable presence at the UNGA 
during his tenure of office. Graham’s analytical framework 
will be employed to examine Zimbabwe’s voting behaviour 
in the UNGA by using foreign policy analysis and multilater-
al diplomacy.  
Graham’s model is premised upon neo-liberal and neo-re-
alist rationalism and constructivism. Graham’s model was 
first used to analyse South Africa’s voting behaviour in UN 
organs. This study is the first ever to test Graham’s model 
using Zimbabwe as a case study. It explores the potential to 
build on this model considering that Zimbabwe is an author-
itarian state and not a democracy The research will focus on 
the central themes driving Zimbabwe’s foreign policy since 
independence, which are; concern for state sovereignty, 
respect for independence and territorial integrity, UNSC 
reform, justice, equity and fairness in the international sys-
tem. Documentary review using the annual record of voting 
practices in the UN provided by the UN’s Dag Hammarskjold 
Library, and records provided by the US Department of 
State will be used.

Babalwa Siswana
Towards a sustainable development through automotive ex-
ports to BRICS countries.
Institution: Nelson Mandela University

The South African automotive manufacturing industry re-
mains the most dynamic manufacturing sector and major 
driver of economic growth and development for the coun-
try. This industry is imperative to ensure not only the sustain-
ability of the automotive sector in the country, but also the 
continued growth of the industry. 
The south African automotive industry forms an important 
part of international; supply chains by being fully integrated 
into the global automotive environment. 
South Africa’s exports to and imports from otter BRICS coun-
tries have grown. Both China and India were among South 
Africa’s top 10 automotive trading partners in 2017. Brazil 
and Russia were in the top 20 trading partners. Volchkoval 
and Ryabtseva (2013) argued that the low intensity of South 
Africa’s exports to Russia is the result of ineffective trade 
policy on Russia’s part, as it has yet to prioritise the organi-
sation of trade missions. 
The competitiveness remains the biggest challenge for the 
automotive industry in South Africa. Strong global linkag-
es, along with supplier development and competitiveness 
improvements, remain critically important to support the 
sustainable future development of the South African auto-
motive industry. 
The aim of this paper is to explore the elasticity of the South 
African automotive exports to BRICS economic perfor-
mance. Using a Generalised Methods of Moments on a pan-
el data from the five BRICS countries, the study proves that 
corporate tax, Research & Development and real exchange 
rates have a significant impact on South African automotive 
exports to BRIC countries. 
Further, using a Panel Cointegration Test, the study proves 
that there is a long run equilibrium amongst the select-
ed variables included in the model. The results show that 
Foreign Direct Investment, Gross Domestic Product, import 
tariffs, trade openness as well as Research & Development 
negatively affect South African automotive exports to BRIC 
countries. 
In order to realise sustainable economic development in 
South Africa, several policy interventions in 
these specific areas are recommended. 82



Labour 
&

 Work



Nozuko Lawana
Non-communicable diseases and employment status: meth-
odology and presentation of empirical results.
Institution: University of Fort Hare

Little attention has been paid to understanding the impact 
of increasing prevalent of non-communicable diseases on 
employment status. Using five waves of National Income Dy-
namics Study (NIDS), we examined the relationship between 
four combined physical non-communicable diseases and 
employment status in South Africa from 2008 to 2017. 
The analysis was also carried out differently for men and 
women to determine whether the impact of NCDs on em-
ployment status varies by gender. To achieve objectives, 
Generalized Linear Latent and Mixed Methods (GLLMM) was 
employed to fit multinomial logit model with correlated ran-
dom intercept over panel multinomial logit without random 
effects to control for unobserved heterogeneity between 
individuals or intercepts. 
The empirical results indicate that the significant impact of 
specific NCDs on employment status differs by gender. It is 
found that NCDs mostly influence the employment status of 
women than men. 
Stroke is found to be the most threatening diseases in the 
South African labour market as it had positive significant 
effect on economically inactive relative to being employed 
for both genders. While on the other hand, heart diseases 
and diabetes had significant impact only in men and women 
respectively. 
No significant result found on the impact of NCDs on un-
employed relative to employed. Further, having multiple 
NCDs also significantly increases women’s probability of 
being economically inactive population relative to being 
employed. 
No evidence found on the difference of having a single NCD 
and having multiple NCDs on employment status for both 
genders. Beside NCDs, other variables also affect labour 
allocation. Education especially tertiary education reduc-
es the probability of economically inactive relative to their 
counterparts with no informal education. Men and women 
with tertiary education were 0.18 times and 0.24 times re-
spectively less likely to be economically inactive compared 
to their counterpart with no formal education. Other vari-
ables that significantly influence employment status include 
marital status, age, race, household size, non-labour income, 
and area of residence.

The results highlight the necessity for instituting active poli-
cies designed to support the labour force participation. 
This may include embarking massive awareness of how to 
prevent and control NCDs on specific female health pro-
grammes such as maternal health programmes. Men’s health 
programmes addressing healthy lifestyle behaviours are 
particularly important. 
This study hence calls for gender-responsive health ap-
proaches that take into account gender-specific needs. Gen-
der-specific priorities should be promoted as compared to a 
blanket approach. In addition men with NCDs also seem to 
have an advantage in terms of wages over their female with 
NCDs counterparts.

Anelisa Loqani
The challenges encountered by the police in combating mob 
justice in Port Elizabeth, South Africa.
Institution: University of Fort Hare

The execution of mob justice has become a reality in South 
Africa. The occurrence of the incidents are due to the com-
munities that are frustrated with high levels of crime and the 
perceptions of inadequacies by the police and the justice 
system as a whole. 
However, there has been increasing recognition that the po-
lice are facing a lot of challenges when it comes to eliminat-
ing mob justice. The incapability of the police to deal with 
these incidents has led to many accused criminals being 
killed and injured. The aim of the paper was to explore the 
challenges encountered by the police in combating mob 
justice. 
The purpose is to address these challenges in order to bring 
change, to make sure that the alleged criminals are not 
deprived of their rights as indicated in the Constitution of 
the Republic of South Africa Act No 108 of 1996. Qualitative 
method was employed in the study and purposive sampling 
was utilized in the selection of participants where a total of 
48 respondents were sampled from Kwadwesi, Kwazakhele, 
New Brighton and Motherwell. Interview schedules and fo-
cus group interviews were utilized in this study as an instru-
ments to be employed to collect data. Particularly, interview 
schedules were developed to gather data from the polite, 
Community Police Forum (CPF), and the community
 leaders whilst focus group interviews were 
established to acquire data from the 
community members. 
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The participants were selected purposefully because of their 
experiences and perceptions relating to the phenomenon 
being explored. 
The qualitative method of analysis which is thematic analysis 
was applied in this research for the purpose of analysing the 
data collected in the study. 
The results obtained in this study revealed several differ-
ent issues. However, poor police-community relations, 
reluctance of community members to cooperate fully and 
efficient with the police, overloaded police, poor numera-
tion, lack of resources, hesitancy of community members to 
report mob justice cases, police officers who are working 
with criminals, the community that is illiterate and police 
officers who are not passionately about doing their job are 
identified as factors that hinder the effectiveness of police 
in combating mob justice. 
The study concluded that there is a need to establish a 
strong partnership and continue to seek ways for closer co-
operation between the Saps and the communities because 
the reduction of crime is dependent on a collaborative 
effort by the community and the police. 
Together, these findings suggest that more effort is needed 
from the police, the government and the community for an 
effective functioning of the police in combating mob justice.

Viwe Gift Luxumo
Youth entrepreneurship in a township.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

Since the advent of democracy, South African state sought 
for mechanisms by which those young people identified as 
out-of-education out-of-employment could be supported. 
Access in education and success in business enterprise took 
centre stage among proposed interventions. 
In this chapter I deal with lived experiences of young en-
trepreneurs living in a Gauteng based township yearning 
for authentic possibilities in a society whose market-driven 
economy appears to favour collection over distribution. 
Despite widespread emphasis on youth self-enterprise, 
mileage displayed by the participants in current research 
appeared as disguised. 
The disguise had to do with buying-in into general talk out 
there in the world about entrepreneurship which often lack 
on various equipment needed for it to flourish. The masking 
act is analogous with activated attempts of entrepreneurship 
that only reveal partial progress.

Partial visibility was sustained along well-meaning catalyst 
for change initiatives rooted on ascribing roles to young 
people as problem solvers, vanguards for change and lead-
ers set apart by own means to champion own development 
that would support their livelihood. In these terms, youth 
entrepreneurship is common phrase founded on the enter-
prise philosophy encouraging young people to grow their 
own businesses. However, there is tendency to end with 
identifying its virtue without creating an environment for 
thriving entrepreneurship. As result some entrepreneurial 
endeavours are ‘actual’ whereas others are ‘latent’ a dis-
tinction often used to separate already trading ones from 
those that are merely convinced to follow set career path 
but struggling to trade. Cursory gaze into youth realities of 
entrepreneurism at a time when youth employment wanes is 
important. Its significance is much expressive where self-em-
ployment is considered viable means through which wide-
spread youth unemployment could be combated.

Musawenkosi Hemilton Malabela
We are the mouthpiece of workers: Full-time shop stewards 
and accountability at the BMW plant.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

Using Michels (1953) notion of iron law of oligarchy this 
chapter seeks to explore how FTSS can escape being cap-
tured and promote democracy within the trade union move-
ment. The law argued that political parties (including trade 
unions) even though the start with democratic gaols when 
the grow they have a tendency to become bureaucratic 
dominated by a few. 
The chapter argues that if FTSS are not accountable to 
members and the trade union they likely to become infor-
mation brokers and tools of management and fall to the iron 
law of oligarchy. 
The worker control principle which post-1973 unions adopt-
ed which put emphasis on the union presence in workplac-
es where workers are organised through the elections of 
shop stewards in the workplaces, will be weakened without 
accountability. The chapter argues the BMW plant in Roslyn 
all FTSS committee floats the NUMSA constitution and thus 
possess a danger to accountability, especially the separa-
tion of powers between FTSS and ordinary shop
stewards who should hold FTSS accountable. 85



It further argues that general meetings in workplaces are 
still central tool of accountability and offers members a 
space to participate in the life of the union. 
The absence of general meetings leads to shop stewards 
and FTSS being less accountable and can lead to the bu-
reaucratisation of the union with unaccountable leaders and 
presents social distance between members and their lead-
ers. 
Thus FTSS need to be accountable to both the members in 
the workplace and union through Local shop steward com-
mittee (LSSC) and other structures. The findings found that 
LSSC which in the past (1980s and 1990s) where central in 
the social movement unionism character of these union’s 
have become weak and focus on shop floor issues, which 
present shop floor or workplace consciousness. 
This renders FTSS to be nothing but communication tools of 
management and HR functionaries making them less ac-
countable to the union as they focus on narrow plant issues. 
Thus the chapter argues that in the absence of accountabil-
ity from both the trade union, through LSSC and workers, 
through general meetings FTSS are likely to be tools of 
management, information brokers between workers and 
management and open space for the bureaucratisation of 
the trade union.

Refilwe Morwane
Barriers to and facilitators of employment of persons with 
severe communication disabilities
Institution: University of Pretoria

Globally, persons with disabilities continue to face exclusion 
from participating in the open labour market. In South Africa 
(SA), the employment of persons with disabilities is low 
despite the implementation of legislation and policy initia-
tives to promote the economic participation of persons with 
disabilities. 
This study aimed to determine barriers to and facilitators of 
employment of persons with severe communication disabil-
ities. T
he study was guided by the International Classification of 
Functioning, Disability, and Health Framework (ICF). A quali-
tative explorative approach was followed with data collected 
through interviews and analysed deductively guided by the 
ICF. Twenty-four persons with severe communication dis-
abilities (10 of whom were employed and 14 unemployed), 
were purposively selected to participate in the study.

The themes identified are therefore reported using the 
components of the ICF, that is, body function and body 
structure, activity limitation, and participation, personal and 
environmental factors. Results indicated that barriers and fa-
cilitators influencing successful employment of persons with 
disabilities are mostly found within the environment. 

Mwatcha Mpho
Domestic work in Marxist Discourse. 
Institution: Rhodes University

Exploitation and alienation epitomize the paid domestic 
sector of Botswana. The absence of explicit labour laws 
regulating the sector leaves workers vulnerable and subject 
to abuse by employers. This chapter argues that historical 
dynamics in the Tswana culture informs marginalisation and 
exploitation that are so rife in the sctor. Marginalisation of 
the donestic sector largely stems from the term used to 
describe the job. 
Domestic workers in Botswana are mostly regarded as 
‘helpers’ rather than workers. As such they find themeslves 
entrapped in an employment relationship that is tainted by 
long working hours, poor working conditions, low wages 
and little or no social protection. 
Similar to many countries, domestic work in Botswana is 
predominantly a female occupation defined by isolation in 
privately-owned households and it entails carrying out the 
same kinds of tasks regularly, under mostly precarious em-
ployment status and harsh working conditions. 
Oppression and exploitation of women in the paid domestic 
work sector can best be apprehended by a theory premised 
on Marxists interpretations. 
Marx’s work provides a significant contribution in account-
ing for inequalities in the world’s societies and thus adopted 
as a relevant theory to explain the inequalities prevalent in 
the current paid domestic work sector in Botswana. None-
theless the chapter does not adopt a full exposition of 
Marxian theory but rather focuses on the specific ideas that 
speak to Botswana context. The central arguments in the 
chapter concentrate on the Marxist’s five fundamental as-
pects of the domestic labour relationship and they are: Race 
and gender oppression is not intrinsic to the occupation; 
the reproductive labour is devalued because 
of social divisions of labour.
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Rosemary Nakijoba
The synergy between sender relations, shild labour and sis-
ability in sost-war Acholi Sub-region.
Institution: University of the Western Cape

After a war of nearly two decades in the Acholi sub-region 
of northern Uganda many families and communities were 
physically, socially, economically and psychologically dev-
astated. A myriad of other concomitant effects of the war 
such as distorted gender relations in households and undue 
exposure of vulnerable children to the menace of hazardous 
child labour manifest in the communities today. 
A plethora of non-government organisations has worked in 
the Acholi sub-region trying to transform the communities 
after the war, but these challenges remain thus compromis-
ing social justice and the well-being of children. 
Although numerous studies have been conducted on the 
three constructs: gender relations, child labour and disabili-
ty independently, they are studied concurrently in this study 
without prioritising any. 
The aim of this study was to explore the experiences of girls 
and boys aged 10-17 living with various forms of physical 
disabilities involved in hazardous child labour in the post 
war Acholi sub-region of northern Uganda. 
This was achieved by examining the link between gender 
relations, hazardous child labour and disability in relation to 
the well-being of children in two selected districts that were 
the epicentre of armed conflict, namely Gulu and Nwoya. 
This study was guided by five specific objectives: Exploring 
how the nature of gender relations in households influence 
hazardous child labour; establishing how hazardous child 
labour relates to disability; exploring the impact of the exist-
ing social justice system on hazardous child labour; exam-
ining the well-being of children with disabilities involved in 
hazardous child labour; and exploring the perceived links 
between gender relations, hazardous child labour and dis-
ability.
 The study employs a social science approach and a quali-
tative research design to fully understand the phenomenon 
of hazardous child labour as it applies to children of both 
genders living with physical disabilities in a post-war con-
text. Data were collected from purposively selected districts 
of Nwoya, and Gulu.The study targeted children with physi-
cal disabilities as primary participants and their parents and 
caretakers were key informants. Overall, 40 interviews were 
conducted from a total of 160 purposively selected study

participants. Data were collected using focus group discus-
sions (32) and in-depth individual interviews (8), for trian-
gulation purposes and observation. A total of ten children 
participated using the draw and write technique. Tape 
recording and note-taking were also employed. 
The findings reveal a strong connection between gender 
relations, hazardous child labour and disability as a result of 
historical factors connected to the war.

Mbongeni Shadrack Sithole
Exploring the first-time supervisors’ relational navigation of 
power dynamics as they transition.
Institution: University of Zululand

Addressing the unequal power dynamics in supervision 
relationships is one of the fundamental challenges faced by 
first-time supervisors as they transition into the supervisory 
role. This paper explores and provides evidence on how 
first-time supervisors experience and navigate the relational 
dimension of power in supervision as applicable in social 
service organisations. 
Compounding this challenge is the notion that upon assum-
ing the supervisory role, supervisors are accorded power 
and authority without due consideration of preparatory 
measures for adaptation into the new role. 
Becoming a supervisor is one of the transitions applicable 
in the workplace, which unfold as either an opportunity or 
a challenge. While this administrative responsibility is often 
viewed as an exciting opportunity, it also unfolds as a chal-
lenge for most new incumbent. 
The pragmatist episteme is used as a paradigmatic stance, 
while the theoretical triangulation involving the Experiential 
Learning and the Transition Theory, serve as the underlying 
theoretical basis for explaining the phenomenon of focus. 
This paper reports on the qualitative component of the ex-
planatory mixed methods design. 
The semi-structured interviews were held with thirteen so-
cial work supervisors selected from a specific social service 
organisation in the public service, following the specific 
criteria. 
The findings revealed that the navigation of power in a 
supervision relationship is a relational phenomenon with 
a social dimension, that do not unfold in an idiosyncratic 
manner. 
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The paper concludes that there is a need to put the tran-
sition measures in place to enable first-time supervisors in 
executing their supervisory roles, through redefining of ex-
isting relations, effective adaptation into the new roles and 
the weaving of professional and managerial responsibilities.

Moses Molepo
Class consciousness in the 2012 labour disputes in Marikana.
Institution: University of Limpopo

This paper seeks to explore the behavioural patterns of the 
protesting mineworkers as components of class conscious-
ness. 
The paper challenges the ideal projection of capitalism’s 
harmonious capitalist market, unified by laws of supply and 
demand. Taking Marikana as a case, the paper argues that 
collective mobilisation is not simply an incidental moment 
but an outcome of higher level of class consciousness. For 
this paper, I draw heavily from Marxist Critical Inquiry and 
some elements of Critical Discourse Analysis in the attempt 
to probe the role of class consciousness in mobilising and 
instigating labour conflict in South Africa’s volatile mining 
industry. The paper is part of a broader project conducted 
as part of an MA degree in Sociology.
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Thandeka Promise Khowa
Relationship between municipal performance (service deliv-
ery) and communities’ rejection/ acceptance.
Institution: Nelson Mandela University

The article sought to assess the relationship between per-
ceived municipal performance (in rendering basic needs) 
and communities’ rejection/acceptance of amalgamations. 
The question of :Is there a correlation between municipal 
demarcation disputes and service delivery provision. Data 
for this study was obtained using a quantitative approach. 
Findings indicates that part of the major contributor to mu-
nicipal demarcation disputes is largely based on municipal 
performance as communities reject amalgamation to munic-
ipalities perceived as being under performing in rendering 
services to their communities. 
Thus service delivery and municipal performance acts as the 
guiding principle and catalyst to many municipal demarca-
tion disputes. What is perceived as demarcation disputes is 
largely the stimulus of service delivery provision disputes 
and underperformance of municipalities in rendering basic 
needs to the communities. 

Eric Mariga
Sport for development and peace in Uasin Gishu County, 
Kenya.
Institution: University of the Western Cape

This study seeks to examine the role of Sport for Develop-
ment and Peace (SDP) in peace-building, focusing particu-
larly on the case of the Kenya Community Sports Foundation 
(KESOFO) Sport for Peace and Social Transformation (SPST) 
programme in Uasin Gishu County, Kenya. It is meant to 
provide an in-depth understanding of the role generally 
played by community NGO programmes in fostering peace 
in communities through variations of the SDP framework. 
Additionally, the study’s purpose is to identify lessons of 
experience from the programme and give recommendations 
on how the programme can be improved in delivering its 
stated goal of fostering peace and development in conflict 
prone communities. 
The study makes use of Johan Galtung’s 3Rs Conflict trans-
formation theory, linking it with the Sports for Development 
and Peace (SDP) framework, with a critical analysis being 
proffered all in the quest to inform conceptualization of the 
study. 

It makes use of the philosophical assumption of interpre-
tivism through relativist ontology and qualitative research 
methodology anchored on a descriptive approach. 
While acknowledging the efficacy of competitive sports, it 
emerges that informalizing the sports proffers an oppor-
tunity for participants to gain a sense of achievement yet 
without necessarily having to ‘beat’ or overcome a team 
of opponents. This is critical particularly in highly volatile 
situations when contestation in sport could spark violent 
confrontation among participants.

Bongiwe Mphahlele
A critical Afrocentric analysis of South Africa’s SADC-mandat-
ed mediation in Zimbabwe, 2007 -2014.
Institution: University of Pretoria

The main concern of this study is to understand how South 
Africa’s African agenda has been pursued through its for-
eign policy and how this policy was applied to the Zimba-
bwe crisis during the period between 2007 and 2014. South 
Africa (SA) was criticised both at home and abroad for its 
:soft approach to the Zimbabwe political crisis that deep-
ened when the government led by the Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) seized land from 
white farmers and dealt violently against political opposition 
in the early 2000s. 
This intensified leading up to SADC-mandated mediation 
by South Africa where Pretoria was criticised again for ‘quiet 
diplomacy’. Some argued that South Africa was choosing 
African solidarity to shield violent and dictatorial African 
governments from criticism and censure over the need to 
speak truth to power. Such studies have taken a position of 
criticism and are heavily focused on Robert Mugabe as a 
leader almost suggesting that the African agenda, its par-
adigms and ideologies sustain demagogues’ power at the 
expense of African people. Furthermore, studies that have 
covered South Africa’s foreign policy in Zimbabwe look at it 
from multiple perspectives except from an Afrocentric lens. 
This study responds to this gap in analysis by providing 
a systematic Afrocentric analysis of South African foreign 
policy’s African agenda by explaining the dynamics of South 
Africa’s posture as mediator in Zimbabwe in 2007 and 2014. 
On this basis, the study argues that the South African for-
eign policy is underpinned by ideological frames
 coming from African ideas like Pan-Africanism, 90



African Unity and African Renaissance are crucial for one to 
fully account for South Africa’s approach to Zimbabwe. We 
argue that the South African approach to Zimbabwe cannot 
be adequately explained without understanding the core 
paradigm and principles of the African agenda and how this 
guided South Africa’s choices in relation to the Zimbabwean 
crisis. Mainstream analysis tends to associate African agen-
da with the sustenance of demagogues and their claims to 
advance progressive African interests. 
The weakness of such analysis is that it focuses on African 
leaders and defines the good of Africa on the basis of the 
interests of those leaders. It thus also obscures the broader 
interests of the African population. 
Afrocentricity is employed because it offers a broader and 
inclusive idea of Africa that premised on an appreciation 
of the historical imperatives of Africa. Afrocentric anal-
ysis enables us to look beyond just leaders, focusing us 
on the interests of the people, on utility of history, on the 
culture-sensitive perspective and based on the search for 
Africa’s identity employing the holistic social, economic, 
political and philosophical perspective. 
We argue that if African agenda is understood within Afro-
centricity the focus is on what is good for Africa as a whole. 
The research is a qualitative analytical study reliant on 
primary and secondary data that is in public domain, but 
permission will be sought should the researcher discover 
that there is evidence to be used that is not in the public 
domain.

Phillip Mthembi
The study aims to investigate the factors that led to the emer-
gence of Collins Chabane Municipality.
Institution: University of Venda

The study aims to investigate the factors that led to the 
emergence of Collins Chabane Municipality. This study 
wants to establish whether this municipality will be financial-
ly sustainable since Mutale municipality collapsed due to 
insufficient revenue base and poor service delivery. On the 
one hand, municipalities that are not financially viable and 
sustainable will always struggle to deliver basic services to 
communities. 
Without sound financial management systems, municipali-
ties will be forced to discontinue their operations. Most of 
the rural municipalities have drawn heavily from treasury 
and this creates a challenge to the fiscal. 

Therefore, municipalities, particularly small and rural ones, 
are not self-sufficient, and often rely on grants transfers from 
provincial, national spheres of government to satisfy the 
needs of their communities. 
The study seeks to investigate the factors that led to the 
emergence of Collins Chabane Municipality. Its key research 
questions are: ? How ethnicity contribute to the emergence 
of Collins Chabane Municipality? ? What are the relations 
between royal leadership and local municipality? 
To what extend should Collins Chabane municipality capa-
ble to provide sustainable equal services to both Xitsonga 
and Xivenda speaking people? ? How do you built peace 
and promote good community development in Tsonga and 
Venda villages 
The study will follow a qualitative research methodology. 
Non-probability sampling technique will be used such as 
purposive and snowball sampling. In snowball sampling the 
researcher will request participants to refer other potential 
participants. In purposive sampling the researcher will use 
own judgment. Semi -structured interviews will be used to 
collect data where a researcher develops a list of questions 
known as an interview schedule. For this reason, open-end-
ed questions in the form of an interview schedule will be 
used to solicit information, perceptions and attitudes from 
the participants. 
A tape recorder will be used to capture information from 
these interviews. The recorded data will be transcribed and 
coded into relevant themes which will in turn form part of 
the research portfolio.

Noluthando Prudence Phungula
An assessment of the SADC Conflict Transformation capacity 
in the context of Conflict recurrence.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

With Lesotho as its case study, the aim of this dissertation is 
to assess the conflict transformation capacity of the South-
ern African Development Community (SADC) within the 
period 1998-2018. The study was guided by the following 
questions: Which dynamics have been at play in the recur-
rence of conflict in Lesotho? What strategic political and 
diplomatic efforts has the SADC implemented in its 
attempts to resolve the conflict?
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What have been the major constraints encountered by the 
sub-regional body in its attempts to resolve the conflict? 
What scholarly and policy recommendations can be prof-
fered for a sustainable SADC sub-regional conflict trans-
formation model? This study utilised a qualitative research 
approach. 
Data which was collected through semi structured inter-
views was analysed using content analysis. As its theoretic 
framework, this research used conflict transformation the-
ory which has a focus on transforming factors that tend to 
perpetuate conflicts and on establishing a culture of nonvi-
olence, empathy and mutual understanding in communities 
to give them the capacity to resolve conflicts in a manner 
that is effective and that guarantees sustainable and durable 
peace. 
Within the conflict transformation framework, Lederach’s 
pyramid places emphasis on inclusion of all levels of leader-
ship in transformative efforts. The findings of the study are 
presented under relevant themes. The findings show that 
SADC has the capacity to transform conflicts from negative 
to positive and sustainable peace. 
However, SADC currently does not have a guiding model 
for its CT efforts. As such, the study recommends a conflict 
transformation framework centred on local ownership as 
opposed to an outsider mediation approach, and a multi-
pronged approach towards assessing the dynamics of the 
conflict and in the CT process. 
The study holds that peace attained under such conditions 
would be an effective, durable and self-sustainable peace. 
The study contributes to the debates on the relevance and 
application of Conflict Transformation as a possible frame-
work that SADC could use to address the myriad of issues in 
the Lesotho context. 

Sikhumbuzo Zondi
The qualitative review of human security in South Africa: A 
four levels analysis.
Institution: University of South Africa

Post-1994 South Africa is one of the most promising emerg-
ing nations with regards to socioeconomic progress, hu-
man freedoms and democratic governance. The country is 
founded on values of human dignity, equality and ensuring 
fundamental human rights for all which are enshrined in its 
democratic constitution. 

This could be attributed to the fact that the advent of de-
mocracy in South Africa from the bitter and brutal ashes of 
apartheid coincided with the advancement of the United 
Nations Development Programme’s (UNDPs) reconfigured 
concept of security from a state-centric to a people-focused 
ideal. 
The new concept of human security integrates all rights, 
needs and security of men together with aspirations for 
sustainable and inclusive development. It advocates for the 
protection and empowerment of people against threats to 
their lives, something that the apartheid state failed to do 
as it was the main orchestrator of human insecurity in South 
Africa at that time. 
Likewise, this article explores the role that human security 
has played in post-South Africa’s policymaking decisions 
using the four levels of analysis namely the individual, local, 
domestic and global. 
The four levels of analysis that are the mainstay of this paper 
do not describe every detailed cause of action given the 
unlimited array of levels between the four primary ones. 
However, they help in shedding understanding on how a 
single force in political power dynamics affects another. It 
concludes that despite the notion of human security being 
widely articulated as a conceptual basis of the country’s offi-
cial documents, it lacks de facto pragmatism with regards to 
shaping actual policy actions.
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Pumlani Majavu
National populism and the absence of ideology: The case of 
the EFF.
Institution: University of South Africa

The EFF is often regarded as one of the major political 
parties to have emerged in post-apartheid South Africa and 
as an alternative to the ruling party. This paper interrogate 
the notion of the EFF as an alternative political party that is 
deepening the country’s democracy. 
I argue that the party’s is, at its core, an anti democratic par-
ty that does more harm than good to the country. I illustrate 
this point by highlighting how the party has undermined the 
democratic ethos since its entry into the country’s political 
scene. I also point out that the inherent anti-democratic 
ethos of the EFF is in fact embodied in its leader. Moreover, 
beyond the radical sounding slogans, it is not clear what 
the EFF actually proposes.A closer look at the party’s key 
policies reveals that the EFF does not offer anything vastly 
different from what the ANC government currently, or previ-
ously has either implemented or suggested. The key argu-
ment of this paper is that the EFF is a continuation, rather 
than a departure, from the failed nationalist movements. 
This failure to transcend the failed nationalist ideal is reflect-
ed in the party’s seeing authoritarian figures such as Mug-
abe as hero’s of the continent rather than as villains. 
This uncritical praising of tyrants is all the more worrying 
because it from a party that is itself authoritarian, and with 
low tolerance of criticism.

Siyabulela Onceya
Methodology on the imapct of fdi and instituions on econom-
ic growth in the SADC region.
Institution: University of Fort Hare
The theoretical and empirical literature offered contradicto-
ry predictions on the effects of FDI and institutions on the 
host country’s economy. 
Using both the neoclassical (or exogenous) growth models 
and the new endogenous growth models, scholars have ex-
amined the relationship between Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI), and economic growth. The studies mainly focused 
on (i) The determinants of growth, where FDI is put as one 
of the explanatory variables; (ii) the determinants of FDI, 
where GDP is one of the explanatory variables; (iii) channels 
through which FDI affects growth; and (iv) the causal rela-
tion between the two variables, Mahembe (2014). 

Panel data or longitudinal data refers to data containing 
time series observation of a number of individuals. The data 
arranged in panel includes case by case obser¬vations for 
each variable over different observations across time. Time 
units may be in years, months, weeks, days, or any other 
time expressions (hours, minutes, or seconds).Time units 
have different potential expressions depending on the 
expected variable behaviour over time, (Ramón, 2006). As 
pointed out by Baltagi (2008), analysis of macro panel data 
is normally faced with issues such as stationarity, unit roots, 
cointegration, and sometimes cross-country dependence. 
Researchers consider different time expressions such as 
lagged, linear, squared or quadratic, among others repre-
sentations. A case is an individual observation of a particular 
indicator or variable from a person, group, firm, organiza-
tion, city, state or country. 
Panel data helps to control heterogeneity of cross section 
units such as individuals, states, firms, countries, etc. and 
get individual specific estimates. Panel data estimation con-
siders all cross section units as heterogeneous and assist in 
getting unbiased estimation, Baltagi, 2008; Greene, 2012; 
Gujarati, 2003; Wooldridge, 2002). A number of empirical 
studies use panel data, observing N firms over time peri-
ods as it is recognized as a powerful analytical tool which 
combine cross-sectional and longitudinal dimensions. Panel 
data observations have the possibility of modelling the 
unobserved heterogeneity which then pose the problem of 
endogeneity derived from the omitted variables. 
The most common cause of endogeneity in regression mod-
els are the omission of variables, the measurement of errors, 
simultaneity and pays little attention to dynamic process in 
systems, that is how time 1 observation influence time 2 and 
time 3 respectively, Hill( 2019). Due to these limitations the 
panel estimation models mentioned above are not suitable 
to be utilized in the study and therefore the Generalized 
Methods of Moments (GMM) will be utilized. Using a macro 
panel of 11 SADC countries for the period 1990 to 2018. 
The paper will discuss three panel data estimation methods; 
Pooled OLS, Random Effects Model (REM) and Fixed Effects 
Models (FEM). Furthermore, the paper will examine three 
models; the impact of FDI on economic growth, the impact 
of institutions on economic growth and the joint effect of 
FDI and institutions on economic growth in the SADC 
region.
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Prosper Takavarasha
A corpus based analysis of the use of pronouns in the epide-
ictic rhetoric of Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

The study examines the use of pronouns in the rhetoric of 
former Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe in twenty-six 
(26) funeral speeches for national heroes buried at the Na-
tional Heroes’ Acre in Harare, Zimbabwe. 
The analysis focuses on the discourse, rhetorical and ideo-
logical functions of the pronouns selected by the former 
President in the funeral speeches. 
The speeches are categorized under the epideictic genre 
of rhetoric and form a Language for Specific Purposes (LSP) 
corpus. A corpus-based and rhetorical discourse analysis 
(RDA) theoretical and methodological approach was thus 
employed for analysing data. 
Corpus-based research has evolved and developed in a 
number of areas such as lexicography as well as literary and 
translation studies. In comparison, corpus-based analysis of 
African presidential rhetoric in particular, has not received 
as much attention, a gap the study seeks to fill. 
The study employs corpus tools to identify and analyse 
Mugabe’s pronoun choices to reach conclusions regarding 
his language use. The main lexical analysis software pro-
gramme used for querying the LSP corpus is WordSmith 
Tools (Scott, 2018). 
The WordList and KeyWord tools of this programme were 
employed to identify and extract the key pronouns as data. 
The Concordance was the main analytical tool used to ex-
amine the functions of the pronouns. The discourse function 
of the pronouns impact the colligations of sentences in the 
speeches whereas the rhetorical and ideological functions 
of the pronouns impact the audience. The study was guided 
by theories of cohesion to identify 15 pronouns that make 
reference to people, places and time, to establish cohe-
sion in the speeches. The study finds that even though the 
speeches are predominantly in English, Mugabe employs 
more Shona than English pronouns in the corpus. The three 
of the five pronouns in English in the corpus, are all forms 
of the first person plural pronoun, i.e., ‘we’, ‘our’ and ‘us’. 
The different forms of the pronoun give the impression that 
Mugabe was ‘a people person’ who speaks of ‘we’ rather 
than ‘I’ to express solidarity with the people.

Wendell Erwin Moore
Beyond simply gatekeeping the medicalization of cannabis: A 
geographic alternative.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

The contemporary popularization of medicinal categoriza-
tions of cannabis are useful but nonetheless still unable to 
consolidate all the usages of cannabis. 
While medicinal cannabis products are fast becoming 
the leading driver of the plants development (The Global 
Cannabis Report, November 2019), the ease with which the 
medicalization of the formerly prohibited agrarian good 
cannabis has been accepted into the mainstream must be 
problematized. For instance, is the trend towards medical-
ization easing, worsening or maintaining a liberal democrat-
ic capitalist discourse of development? 
What of the struggles ordinary black people, the poor work-
ing class and women had to endure during prohibition, that 
influenced the decision for a global review of medical can-
nabis to become a possible site of development in the first 
place; are these people an active part of the medicalization 
of the plant? 
The acceptance of cannabis medicalization into global de-
velopment, without frameworks that ensure small cannabis 
farmers and entrepreneurs can compete fairly in it, means 
such a development will largely benefit large cannabis com-
panies. 
What’s more, framing cannabis largely as a medical good 
must be closely dissected because the plant has equally 
vibrant recreational and industrial usages. Following and 
adding to London’s (2009) Foucauldian analysis of cannabis 
medicalization, this paper will argue that the motive to med-
icalize cannabis only ensured and maintains the control over 
how the development of the plant cannabis will proceed in 
the regulatory environment. As such, the discursive dis-
course of cannabis remains out of the hands of those who 
fought prohibition in the first place such as black people, 
the poor working class and women, and unfortunately con-
tinues to be under the control of liberal democratic capital 
development paradigms. Therefore, the pertinent question 
to ask is as follows; Is the current trend to medicalize mari-
juana another form of gatekeeping? In asking this we should 
be aware that ‘gates’ in Africa are no longer only 
about governments and their ability to access 
internal and external resources (Hönke 2018: 1). 95



Likewise, the gatekeeping of cannabis is no longer at the 
mercy of political decision makers, but also legal entities, 
the medical industrial complex, big business and agrarian 
industrial development and it is in agrarian development 
that cannabis is directly situated rather than within the 
confines of medicinal categorization. This chapter therefore 
argues that the medicalization of cannabis operates (both 
consciously and unconsciously) as a form of gatekeeping 
that seeks to maintain the power over new agrarian consum-
er goods, more especially cannabis. 
This is why it imperative for this thesis to challenge the 
validity of hollow medicalization of cannabis that denies rev-
olutionary history and its development potential.To be sure, 
the medicalization of cannabis is fundamentally positive, 
this however should not stop the many and varied ways that 
cannabis can develop. 
As such, it is suggested that the ‘territory’ of gates cannot 
be bound, even if by a fitting one, such that the medicaliza-
tion of cannabis is (Hönke 2018; 4). Allowing for the fluid 
development of the plant embodies the nature of the plant 
to produce recreational, medicinal and industrial goods 
(notwithstanding the traditional healing and spiritual prac-
tices it also fulfils). 

96



Politics of 
Land Resources



Maijane Martha Mashamaite
Managing the impacts of climate change on roads infrastruc-
ture in the City of Tshwane.
Institution: University of South Africa

The road transport sector is the second largest after energy 
to contribute to climate change by way of greenhouse gas 
emissions. However, the roads transport sector is in turn 
itself affected by climate change. 
Although, the roads transport infrastructure is built to 
withstand typical weather patterns, climate change events 
arising have an impact on the ability of infrastructure to 
withstand extreme events outside the normal threshold. 
This chapter provides an overview of the potential impacts 
of climate change on the City of Tshwane road networks. 
Particularly, the impacts on roads infrastructure because 
of the temperature changes, changes in precipitation, and 
increased storm activity. 
This chapter recommends measures that may assist munic-
ipalities in developing appropriate management measures 
to address climate change, especially in terms of how they 
manage their roads infrastructure. Lastly, this chapter sug-
gests that climate change impacts should be mainstreamed 
as a key aspect in road authorities’ planning processes

Anselmo Matusse
Hunting in and with Mount Mabo
Institution: University of Cape Town
In this presentation, I explore the experiential and embod-
ied way of knowing, appropriating and relating to Mount 
Mabo, the forest and animals through hunting. I show how 
Mount Mabo demands that the hunters get :prepared 
before starting their hunting journey. This preparation is 
performed by the mwene who summons Mount Mabo, 
Mount Muriba, the River Múgue and the matoa through a 
ritual in which the mwene or the hunter asks these entities 
to ensure the safety and success of the hunters. In this mode 
of relating and knowing, Mount Mabo, rather than a passive 
natural land formation, emerges as a subject endowed with 
intentionality and ability to shape the course of the hunters’ 
actions. By moving beyond the framing of hunting as sole-
ly a human activity to secure animal protein, and following 
their hunting journeys, the relations and different flows and 
movements connecting the local inhabitants with the forest 
and mountain emerges.

Hunters inscribe their presence in the forest through their 
activities while they place their traps, or when they perform 
collective hunting. These relations unsettle the historically 
sterile invented lines that divide the :community lands from 
the forest and Mount Mabo as traced by GIS, coding land-
scapes as :community lands that are separated from the 
area pretendida or the extended Core Area and coding the 
local people as potential threat to the biodiversity of the 
aforementioned area. 

Butholezwe Mtombeni
The gendered promised land: Women and land reform in 
South Africa.
Institution: University of South Africa

Scholars, of late, have shown interest in women and land 
rights and they give more attention on the need to eradicate 
gender inequalities in land redistribution programmes. One 
of the critical issues in land reform debates in Africa is how 
land reform programmes can be exploited to foster eco-
nomic empowerment for women. 
Thus, women have been long trapped in domesticity in the 
patriarchal South African communities. They were viewed as 
instruments of production and reproduction with no rights 
to land. Land was as result viewed as an economic asset 
beyond the reach of women. Whilst the African National 
Congress (ANC) led government’s land reform policy has 
identified gender equality and promoting economic rights 
of women as key objectives, various studies on land reform 
programme suggest that most poor women from rural South 
Africa have failed to benefit from the programme. On the 
other hand, the corridors of power are densely populated 
with men who make decisions on behalf of their female 
counterparts and the land reform programme’s main focus is 
race rather than gender. This explains why the South African 
land reform programme is littered with gender complexities, 
leading to its failure to economically empower women. It 
further sheds light on why the land reform is gendered in 
largely patrilineal and male dominated rural areas where 
female claims are seen as a challenge to the old patriar-
chal order. This study, therefore, investigates how the land 
reform programme has benefited women in South Africa. It 
argues that only a clear political commitment and strategy 
with clear and achievable gender targets will 
address gender inequality in land redistribution 
beneficiaries.
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Prosper Bazaanah
Rural water resource management: Case studies of sround 
water management systems in Northern Ghana.
Institution: University of Johannesburg

Ground water systems form essential components of rural 
water resource management. In Ghana, four handpumps, 
namely Afridev, India Mark II, Nira AF-85, and Vergnet have 
been standardized for rural water supply. However, they 
have failed to deliver satisfactory levels of sustainable water 
supply, largely due to inadequate maintenance capacity. 
An alternative to standardized imported handpumps is the 
locally manufactured rope-pump, which is considerably 
cheaper and easier to maintain but has not been standard-
ized for use in Ghana for rural water supply. 
Framed from the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM), 
the post-positivist paradigm and quantitative research 
approach, this study compared the performance of rope-
pumps with standardized handpumps, to determine whether 
rope-pumps technology provide viable alternative for rural 
water supply. 
Probability sampling and self-designed questionnaires 
were used to elicit data from 431 respondents. Descriptive 
statistics, correlations and independent sample t-test were 
utilized to analyze the data. Decision rule applied in test-
ing the hypothesis (Ho) with 95% confidence interval was: 
accept Ho, if p-values are ? a = 0.05 and do not accept Ho if 
p-values are = a = 0.05. 
Findings showed rope-pumps out-performed standardized 
handpumps. There were no significant differences between 
rope-pumps and standardized handpumps with respect to 
robustness, sustainability and microbiological quality of 
water delivered by the two pump types. 
Rope-pump technology is feasible, sustainable, scalable 
and will likely meet user needs if standardized and adapted 
for use by the communities in Northern Ghana. Measures 
for technology adaptation, government subsidies, invest-
ments, pollution control and standardization are necessary 
and will remarkably improve water quality from rope-pumps 
installed in rural communities of Northern Ghana.

Nkosikhona Bantu Mbhele
Capacity of rural municipalities to implement local economic 
development strategies.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

Rural areas in South Africa and in other developing regions 
continue to lag in development, wherein infrastructural 
backlog, inadequate service delivery, and limited economic 
opportunities compel rural dwellers to languish in poverty. 
LED is one of the key approaches that have been adopted 
by the South African government to deal with the challenges 
facing rural areas, and thus carries the hopes and dreams of 
rural dwellers to escape the scourge of poverty and under-
development. 
This paper sought to examine the factors that affect the 
capacity of rural municipalities to implement LED within the 
South African democratic dispensation. A mixed methods 
approach was adopted, where a sample of sixty (60) respon-
dents were interviewed. Both structured and semi-structured 
questionnaires were used as means of soliciting information 
from various stakeholders. The structured questionnaires 
were used to interview people residing within the study 
area, while semi-structured questionnaires were used to 
guide interviews with experts and key respondents who are 
knowledgeable about LED, particularly, in the context of 
rural local economic development. 
The results show that there are various inhibiting factors that 
are linked to the country’s history. Institutional capacity, land 
tenure dynamics, funding, management, physical challenges 
and the locality of rural areas were found to be the key in-
hibiting factors to the successful realization of the objectives 
of LED. 
The paper concludes that for LED to be successful in the 
redevelopment of rural areas there is a need for renewed 
efforts and will, by all interested and affected stakeholders 
to work together and build sustainable partnership that 
advocates for sharing and harnessing of various skills and 
resources at the local area. 
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Mduduzi Nhlozi
Surviving through the Day - household food security strate-
gies in the Umkhanyakude Region.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

Numerous reports including the Community Surveys by the 
Statistics South Africa have illustrated that over 12 million in 
South Africa go to bed hungry on daily basis. Although the 
country produces sufficient food at national level, skyrocket-
ing food prices prevent the poor households from accessing 
and having food available on sustainable basis. 
Alongside increasing food prices are a myriad of factors 
leading to increasing numbers of food insecure households 
including stifled local economic growth, unemployment and 
poverty. 
These factors of food insecurity affect households in rural 
and urban areas. Rural areas however present an interest-
ing dynamic in that households in these areas continue to 
access food whilst large portion of the households have no 
access to household income. 
Studies have in fact indicated that employment opportu-
nities in these areas are non-existent, yet very few people 
(if at all) are reported to die of hunger in these areas. This 
points out that households use ‘other means’ or strategies to 
access food. 
The study uses semi-structured interviews and household di-
aries to gather data. The collected data is analysed through 
a number of thematic areas which are framed to unearth 
dynamics of food security in Umkhanyakude region. 
The study observes that food security strategies in the Um-
khanyakude region can be framed into three (3) categories 
namely: economy-related, culture-related and rite of pas-
sage food security strategies. 

Siphamandla Rumsha
Exploring the potential of Agricultural Urbanism as a mecha-
nism in securing urban livelihoods.
Institution: University of Fort Hare

This study investigates the potential of agricultural urbanism 
a mechanism to secure urban livelihoods in Buffalo City Met-
ropolitan Municipality. This is achieved through examining 
the practice of small-scale urban farming in the Buffalo City 
Metropolitan Municipality. Also, the research investigates 
possible approaches for capacitation of small-scale urban 
farmers in the metro, so that they can be able to curb

adversities that are confronting them, such as poverty, food 
insecurity, and unemployment. The outbreak of the 2007/8 
economic recession, the downgrading of South Africa to a 
non-investment economy, and the recent outbreak of coro-
navirus pandemic have exposed the vulnerability of ordinary 
South Africans, particularly people who reside in low-in-
come communities. 
Consequently, the main objective of this study is to investi-
gate the contribution of small-scale urban farming in se-
curing urban livelihoods in Buffalo City Metropolitan Mu-
nicipality. This research adopted a mixed methods research 
approach whereby both quantitative and qualitative meth-
ods are used to harvest data. 
To support empirical evidence, secondary data was used 
in the form of a literature review. Based on the secondary 
data, the study shows that small-scale urban farming plays a 
pivotal role in the livelihoods of urban inhabitants. However, 
the sector is still confronted by some bottlenecks such as 
deficiency of recognition by authorities. 
The observations reveal that Buffalo City Metropolitan 
Municipality has the necessary infrastructure, facilities, and 
resources to establish agricultural urbanism as an alternative 
model for urban agriculture. The study further recommends 
the establishment of working-relation between Buffalo City 
Metropolitan Municipality and relevant stakeholders such as 
small-scale urban farmers.

Sandiso Tyembile
Re-imagining communication model for local government 
through community radios. 
Institution: University of Fort Hare

Drawing on Radio Listeners Clubs (RLCs) for case studies. 
This paper explores community radio usage patterns by mu-
nicipalities in the Eastern Cape Province of South Africa. It 
critically looks at the synergy between community radio and 
local government as they are both serving citizens. 
The research seeks to understand how often municipalities 
use community radio for development programmes and 
open platform for local government engagement with the 
locally organised citizens, locally organised citizens being 
RLCs in this context representing the entire community.

101



This research took a reflective multiple case study approach 
within social constructivist framework, since this provides an 
opportunity to explore developing community partnership, 
specifically in the context of community radio station and 
community kind of partnership. Partnering for the purpose 
of communication for development. 
This approach was chosen, as opposed to action research 
and other approaches, since it envisaged that through 
reflection this research might inform or reveal action, but 
not encompass it, using communicative action model in the 
public sphere to pinpoint democratic participant and com-
munication development theories to ensure participation of 
all research participants. 
Democratic participant theory aims to generate participa-
tion and community responsibility with the aim of bringing 
about change through mobilizing community members. The 
aim is also to know the attitudes of community members on 
the use of community radio for facilitating service delivery 
by municipalities. 
The key issues that were interrogated or questions asked by 
this study: Firstly, to know whether community radio can en-
courage development through enhancing capabilities and 
participation even when people do not own and manage the 
stations; secondly, most importantly how Radio Listeners’ 
Clubs (RLCs) help to expand people’s capacities? Thirdly, 
how the programming of community radios in Eastern Cape 
is influenced by the agendas of development from radio 
listeners/citizens. 
Lastly, what would be the specific model merging local 
government, community radio and community relations or 
partnership? A model that would bind them together and 
work as one in serving the entire community. The data was 
collection was qualitative in nature, aiming to offer answers 
to questions by exploring a variety of social backgrounds 
and the individuals within these. 
In qualitative research, the intention is not to generalise 
findings, but instead to develop a profound understand-
ing of the nature of these partner relationship, which is the 
municipality, community radio and community. In this ap-
proach, the study made use of focus groups and one on one 
interviews. Four community radio stations and RLCs within 
their respective municipalities were selected as a specific 
reference and case studies.)

Fikile Xaba
Empowerment of local communities to participate in the im-
plementation of ecotourism projects.
Institution: University of Johannesburg

Current studies on ecotourism are largely focused on con-
ceptualisation of the concept; the raging debate about 
its merits and demerits and implementation approaches. 
Well implemented ecotourism initiatives accompanied with 
proper empowerment of local communities and involve-
ment of all relevant stakeholders has a potential to contrib-
ute to building and strengthening sustainable livelihoods in 
rural communities. Ecotourism represents a developmental 
process that benefits both local people and the area in 
question; although, keeping a symbiotic balance between 
environmental protection and local community well-being is 
always a challenge given the conflicting stakeholder needs 
and priorities (Dologlou and Katsoni, 2016) 
The objective of this study was to assess whether local com-
munities have been empowered to participate in the im-
plementation of ecotourism projects in the UMkhanyakude 
District Municipality Mixed methods (quantitative and quali-
tative) was used in an interview schedule across four munici-
palities in UMkhanyakude District Municipality. 
Purposive sampling method of research was used involv-
ing sample size of 32 respondents (Programme managers, 
officials and owners of entrepreneurships). Questionnaires 
were used as instrument for data collection. The question-
naire has three sections namely: Demographic profile of 
participants, ecotourism, sustainable development and 
observational questions. 
Data was analysed using Microsoft words and Statistics Pack-
age for Social Sciences (SPSS) In findings it was established 
that community empowerment in ecotourism initiatives had 
been partially achieved and that there were shortcomings in 
the strategies/ approaches used to empower local commu-
nities across the four local municipalities of UMkhanyakude. 
Power relations remained fragmented and uneven, prompt-
ing many informal traders to tamper with the law and sell di-
rectly to passing tourists even in prohibited areas. With the 
exception of St. Lucia (Mtubatuba) and Hluhluwe (Hlabisa), 
interactions between the various stakeholders were charac-
terised by minimal contacts and sporadic 
exchange of information; which did very little to 
improve community empowerment in ecotourism 
projects.
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Based on these findings, a community-based sourcing mod-
el that facilitates direct participation in and beneficiation 
of local communities from ecotourism activities was rec-
ommended. In conclusion community members need to be 
empowered with knowledge, skills, information and techni-
cal support so that they can be able to produce and supply 
local ecotourism industry. 

Mulat Zinabu
Sustainable conservation practices in tigray, ethiopia: lessons 
learned and the way forward.
Institution: Nelson Mandela University

Sustainable conservation practices (SCP) of the Tigray 
smallholder farmers has been hailed as the best practices 
for environmental management and livelihood support in 
Ethiopia. The narratives of implementation and success have 
been dominated by the policy speeches of the government 
in the last two decades in particular. The core narratives 
of success stemmed from the continuous participation of 
smallholders in the soil and water conservation practices 
(SWCP) in the Tigray region of Ethiopia. The sustainabili-
ty and great mobilization of smallholder farmers in SWCP 
in Tigray have been a prominent part of the conservation 
practices. But contrary to this, many smallholder farmers of 
Tigray are still struggling with the persistent drought and 
crop failures. This thesis critically analyses the practices and 
results of the long period involvement of the smallholder 
farmers in the SCP as part of a new regime in the post-1991 
Ethiopia. Therefore, this research examines the SCP of the 
smallholder farmers of Tigray and the perceived benefits 
of the conservation practices for selected Tabiyas. Previous 
studies on the topic have either focused on the nature of 
the SWC for sustainable land management or its association 
with the land tenure rights as a factor for land degradation. 
The practical results and the efforts used in the SWCP has 
not been well researched concerning the existing practic-
es of conservation and the past trauma of drought in the 
region in general. The study areas were selected purpo-
sively for a comparison of results that have been expressed 
differently and the lived experiences of participants in the 
conservation practices. The Tabiyas for this study were 
selected based on the category of successful areas with 
the average Tabiyas. To make a logical decision, this study 
used a mixed-method approach to grasp the qualitative and 
quantitative data.

The sequential exploratory method was used to collect 
the data from both quantitative and qualitative traditions 
in a fashion that best addresses the research questions. In 
addition to the use of key informant interviews, focus group 
discussions, and report documents to collect the qualitative 
data during the data gathering, 273 sample population was 
used to collect the quantitative data from the selected study 
areas. Accordingly, the study came up with the following 
major findings. 
First, the smallholder farmers have been engaged in the 
SWCP for the last two decades with a limited change in the 
livelihood. Second, the continued engagement in the SWCP 
of the smallholder farmers is expressed with the shock of 
droughts among smallholder farmers rather than institution-
al support to increase productivity. 
Thirdly, the various changes, which occurred during the 
SWCP at each Tabiya and regional levels have increased 
the cycle of success narrative of the government but with a 
smaller impact on the livelihood of the participants in the 
last two decades. 
Fourth, the cumulative effect of the above situations con-
tributed to the failure of successive changes in the land 
productivity and poverty reduction, which in turn added to 
the continued crop failure and challenge in the possibility of 
changing the rural livelihood sustainably, that required the 
commitment to pursue the transformation of the agricultural 
community needs to a different way. 
Thus, this study recommends the transformation of the rural 
and agricultural sector requires a comprehensive, reliable, 
indigenous, and scientific paths that are informed by the 
lived experience of the people than telling the success sto-
ries of conservation over again.
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Mmaranti Pamla Letsoalo
A need for Sepedi restandardisation: A case of Khelobedu 
speakers at the University of Limpopo.
Institution: University of Limpopo

This paper reports on insights from a PhD study that is cur-
rently on process of being finalised at the University of Lim-
popo. The data for this paper is drawn from the programme 
of BA in Contemporary English and Multilingual Studies, 
where English and Sepedi are used as media of instruction; 
the focus for this paper is the Multilingual Studies modules 
as they are taught and assessed in Sepedi. 
In the Multilingual Studies module students use Sepedi as 
a medium of instruction, this is irrespective of the different 
types of the dialects that the students speak. Mojela (2008) 
notes that various dialects such as Sekone, Seroka formed 
part of the standardisation process of Sepedi. 
However, Khelobedu is one of the dialects that was left out 
of the standardisation process of Sepedi, thus, its termi-
nology is not included in the standard Sepedi. This forces 
students to speak and write in Sepedi in a formal context. 
The researcher anticipated that the students who speak 
Khelobedu as a Home Language will encounter challenges 
in the classroom especially in oral work and writing work as 
these students do not use Sepedi in their everyday diaspo-
ra. 
A case study design within a qualitative approach was used 
to shape the objectives of this paper. As the focus of the 
paper is to explore the mismatches between Khelobedu and 
Sepedi, purposive sampling was selected as the relevant 
technique to select students whose home language is Khe-
lobedu from the first year to the third year. Semi-structured 
interviews were used within which eight (8) participants who 
are enrolled in the Multilingual Studies module in the first 
level to the third level of study took part. 
The results showed that students who speak Khelobedu as a 
Home Language face phonological, pronunciation and con-
ceptualising challenges in the Sepedi classroom as Sepedi 
is not their Home Language. These challenges will be cate-
gorised to show that there is a need for restandardisation of 
Sepedi.

Ncebakazi Faith Saliwa-Mogale
Masihambe nabayifumeneyo : Exclusion of the illiterates in 
the democratic South Africa.
Institution: University of Cape Town

In a country that believes in a Batho Pele principle, everyone 
needs to be included in socio-economic developments of 
the country and that includes communicating with them in 
their own languages so that they can be part and parcel of 
discussions and developments taking place in South Africa. 
South Africa is a multilingual country with 11 official lan-
guages and 9 of these languages are African languages. The 
South African government has developed policies and cre-
ated an environment for these languages to be developed 
but very little development is taking place. 
Language rights are enshrined in the constitution. National 
and provincial language policies have been adopted and 
the country has even passed a language Act called the Use 
of Official Languages Act. 
The national Department of Education has also passed poli-
cies and Acts that enable indigenous languages to be made 
compulsory to all learners in all public schools in the foun-
dation phase. Although an enabling environment has been 
created for the African languages to be developed, they are 
mainly languages of communication within communities of 
their speakers. 
As official as these languages are on paper, they are un-
fortunately not developed to the extent that they can fulfil 
the status of being official languages. Instead, English is 
increasingly becoming a higher official language than any 
other language and this benefits the middle class commu-
nities and the elite communities of this country, leaving out 
the rest of the speakers of the other languages. This also 
leads to the undermining of African languages, not only 
by the non-speakers of these languages, but also by the 
speakers of the African languages, especially the middle 
class communities. This further leads to speakers of the nine 
African languages being less-participants in the activities of 
the country, in the economic sector, in the IT sector and oth-
er sectors, in in the social debates and in the developments 
taking place in the country. This research looks at where the 
bottlenecks are and what needs to be done to remove these 
bottlenecks so that African languages get 
developed for optimal use. 
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Mapelo Tlowane
No Title: (Missing)
Institution: Cape Peninsula University of Technology

The purpose of the study is to improve multilingualism and 
multiculturalism by fostering the use of indigenous languag-
es as media of instruction. In view of this, the paper inter-
rogates whether knowledge in one indigenous language 
and English can be able to give graduates from a Bilingual 
programme the most needed abilities and skills to cope in a 
multilingual and multicultural environment. 
To achieve this goal, the investigation strives to explore and 
analyse the curriculum on the skills and abilities provided 
for the students and to seek the experiences and practices. 
Based on the above, these researchers aim to evaluate the 
curriculum of the BA CEMS programme and the experiences 
of the graduates at the work places to see the effectiveness 
and efficacy of the programme. 
The study is qualitative in nature based on an interpretive 
design. The tool for data collection included: documents 
analysis, focus group discussions, observation and inter-
views. The study concludes that it is more important to teach 
skills and abilities to adapt in multilingual and multicultural 
contexts than to merely teach a bilingual programme with 
English and an indigenous language. 
The study recommends that a good knowledge of diversity 
and Intercultural Communication Competence is necessary 
for adaptation in a multilingual and multicultural work place. 
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Robyn Humphreys
Exploring archaeologists’ role in the public discourse on man-
agement and research of human remains.
Institution: University of Cape Town

This paper will aim to explore how archaeologists play a 
role in shaping public discourse around the management 
of human remains from archaeological sites and how this 
might affect dialogue between archaeologists and descen-
dant communities. Often engagement around the manage-
ment of human remains are complex and emotive, due to 
the nature of the relationship between human remains and 
descendant communities. Return, reburial and discussions 
regarding the management of human remains are important 
for restoring dignity to descendant communities, and recog-
nizing the historic injustice of objectifying groups through 
research on human remains. In this paper I will explore how 
archaeologists’ attitudes to descendant communities shapes 
the process of engagement around the management of 
human remains. These include attitudes that are dismissive 
of connections and claims that descent communities have to 
human remains due to narrow interpretations of community, 
their role, and beliefs about their motives that archaeolo-
gists have.

Thembelihle Brenda Makhanya
The phenomenology of colonialism: Exploring perspectives of 
social work.
Institution: University of KwaZulu-Natal

This article unpacks African students understanding of 
colonialism in Higher Education through narratives of so-
cial work graduates who attended a university located in 
KwaZulu-Natal. The research study is inspired by the 2015 
#RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall movement, which 
called for a need to explore students views about colonial-
ism in Higher Education. 
Group interviews with social work graduates in KwaZulu 
Natal were conducted for the study. The article is framed 
within the anti-colonial discursive framework using the 
phenomenology as a paradigm lens to explore the concept 
of colonialism in Higher Education and beyond. They also 
saw universities as spaces where Eurocentric indoctrination 
occurred, supported by the misrepresentation and margin-
alisation of Africans which led to further isolation of African 
identities of self. 

Study participants articulated their colonialism definition in 
relation to their university experiences. Participants think-
ing on colonialism in Higher Education and beyond was 
not homogenous, some key themes emerged. Participants 
described colonialism in Higher Education and beyond as a 
product of legacies of the past where White supremacy and 
European domination serve to oppress and alienate Africans 
from their identities and the university space. 

Marcelline Massoua Ii
Africa does not translate: a sociohistorical view.
Institution: University of Pretoria

It is almost impossible to think of African literature out the 
framework of the encounter between Africa and the West 
and not to view its origins at one point or another of the 
colonial conquest. The same is true with the issue of writing 
as oral literature is considered the only authentic African 
literary expression. During 20th century, African writers 
started debating on the definition of African literature, who 
could write African literature and in which languages it 
could be written in. Some believed that European languages 
were incapable to :carry the African experience while others 
intended to : make English [or other European languages] 
work for the African literary imagination. 
The debates were inconclusive and the language question 
remain one of the most divisive questions in African liter-
ature. So when Umberto Ecco states that :the language of 
Europe is translation, and suggests that translation is one of 
the main assets of communication among European Nations, 
one can assume that translation can play the same role of 
enabling the peoples of Africa, which is home to some of 
the most multilingual cities and countries in the world, to 
communicate with each other.
 In this paper, I use a repertoire of literary translations of 
works by African authors published between 1990 and 2015 
to show that translation in Africa is closely linked to the use 
of European languages. 
Through analysing the history of writing and of translation, I 
demonstrate that traditional African societies did not make 
use of translation as a means of communication.
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Thapelo Mokoatsi
The might of a pen: The political life of Saul Msane (1856-
1919).
Institution: Rhodes University

Saul Msane (1856-1919) like many prominent leaders of his 
generation distinguished himself as a founder of many po-
litical organisations with their newspapers, including Natal 
Native Congress (NNC) in 1900 and South African Native 
National Congress (SANNC) in 1912. This paper will look at 
how, as a political player, Saul Msane juggled the politics 
of the day using his pen as an outlet for raising their voices 
when the Colour Bar prohibited Africans from being mem-
bers of parliament. In his own words, while addressing SAN-
NC members in Bethlehem in 1918, Saul Msane observed 
how black people were not enjoying the privilege of raising 
their voices in parliament: :we, the inarticulate Native Race 
of the Union have been prohibited by the Colour Bar from 
direct representation in Parliament. Proving that political 
organisations and their newspapers, in the late nineteenth 
to early twentieth centuries, were inextricably linked in the 
fight for freedom and justice. The paper will also argue that 
inasmuch as he was not one of founders of Funamalungelo, 
an Edendale political organisation found in 1886, his polit-
ical awakening was inspired by Funamalungelo because it 
stood for the rights of exempted black people in Edendale 
and by the time NNC and ANC were formed Msane had a 
clear political consciousness. 

Veeran Naicker
Colonial Rationality: An analysis of racialising reason and the 
postcolonial subject.
Institution: University of Cape Town

The historical emergence of postcolonial studies was 
marked by the publication of Edward Said’s Orientalism in 
1978. Said’s methodology, derived from a questionable yet 
productive reading of Foucault engendered a fertile field of 
analysis called colonial discourse. 
Regrettably, most critics of colonial discourse analysis have 
claimed that its textual focus ultimately obscures and ne-
glects concrete material political problems including prac-
tical agency ,resistance and most importantly, the forms of 
colonial rationality that deracinated the metaphysical struc-
tures of colonized life, ultimately constituting new, deficient 
forms of subjectivity in the process. 

The reasoning behind these criticisms is that the decon-
structive method is by nature apolitical, and is of no analytic 
value when it comes to engaging the problems of postcolo-
nial present. 
In this chapter, I counter these claims by first arguing that 
the binary distinction between materialism and textuality 
does not hold because the discursive turn in postcolonial 
studies considers the material effects of representation and 
signifying practices as ultimately productive of meaning and 
social reality. 
Second, I provide a different reading of the emergence of 
the postcolonial research program in British cultural studies, 
formulated by Stuart Hall and Paul Gilroy. 
I will demonstrate that from the beginning of their radical 
project, deconstructive reading was closely aligned with 
analysing the conditions and operations of colonial and ra-
cial rationality from the emergence of the transatlantic slave 
trade through colonialism into the postcolonial present. 
munity empowerment in ecotourism projects. 
Specifically, both Gilroy and Hall exhibited that our patho-
logical notions of cultural homogeneity are the product 
different types of racialising reason, and the reason we seek 
such subjective unity is a result of diasporic fragmentation. 
Lastly, after exploring the inadequate conceptualisations 
of colonial and postcolonial reason deployed by subaltern 
scholars Partha Chatterjee and Gayatri Spivak, I will demon-
strate that Homi Bhabha’s notion of the colonial apparatus is 
the most coherent analytic tool for comprehensively study-
ing the production of colonial and postcolonial subjectivity.
Instead of the stereotype being a misrepresentation of a 
given reality, Bhabha argued that the stereotype should be 
viewed as the point of subjectification. 
Additionally, I provide a thorough explication of the six 
features of Bhabha’s colonial apparatus, specifically delim-
iting the aspects of subjectification that are relevant to the 
African context by drawing on the work of VY Mudimbe 
and Achille Mbembe. 1. functions, strategically, to create 
a space for ‘subject peoples’ through the production of 
particular forms of knowledge; 2. produces types of knowl-
edge through which surveillance is exercised and through 
which complex forms of pleasure/unpleasure are incited; 3. 
authorizes the strategies of colonial rule by the production 
of stereotypical knowledge of colonizer and colonized, two 
orders of knowledge assessed and evaluated 
according to fundamentally different criteria; 
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4. maintains the racist objective of construing the colonized 
as a population of degenerate types on the basis of racial 
origin; 5. justifies conquest and works to establish systems 
of administration and instruction; 6. marks out a ‘subject 
nation’ and then appropriates, directs and dominates its var-
ious spheres of activity (Bhabha, 1994, p. 70: (Hook: 2012, 
135).

Luthando Ngazile Ngema
eThekwini’s complexities of urban social space revealed 
during the planning of the 2010 FIFA World Cup
Institution: Rhodes University

The purpose of this presentation is to deliver a discussion 
on understanding the city of Ethekwini as a cultural phe-
nomenon as revealed by the planning of the 2010 FIFA 
World Cup. In the context of this paper I will investigate the 
media’s gaze, and how urban culture in South Africa, is read 
and configured. Through the world cup stories, that were 
specifically reported in two major newspapers in Ethekwini, 
that being the Daily News and The Mercury, will allow the 
paper to focus on reports from this city. The layers of cultur-
al meaning that constitute urban space- is interrogated, and 
the consumption that is exchanged between the cultural 
consumers and the urban (city) cultural producers, is inves-
tigated. For the purposes of this paper, the methodology 
will involve an analysis of newspaper articles, drawn from 23 
articles, 9 of which are from the Daily News newspaper and 
14 are from The Mercury. Critical discourse analysis is em-
ployed to unpack how the city, through media understands 
cultural depictions and the identity of Ethekwini.

Joseph Mahlomela Ngoaketsi
Shift, changes and continuity in heritage commemoration of 
the Sharpeville Massacre -1960 to 2010.
Institution: University of the Witwatersrand

Shifts, change and continuity in heritage commemoration 
and memorialisation of the Sharpeville Massacre, 1960“2010 
On 21st March 1960, police shot Sharpeville residents, who 
heeded PAC’s Positive Action Campaign against the pass 
laws. The logic of this campaign was that the unsustainabili-
ty and absurdity of commonly known as the dompas -system 
would be illustrated by over-filled prisons, thereby demon-
strating pass-system to be unworkable. 

On the 21st March 1960 hundreds of demonstrators sur-
rounded Sharpeville police station demanding arrest, where 
pandemonium ensued. Police panicked and open fire at 
demonstrators, killing 69 and injuring 186 people. This 
marked a turning point in the South African liberation strug-
gle history. 
The significance of this study is captured by the fact that 
legislation provided TRC to choose this event as the start-
ing point for its mandate. Scholars has written significantly 
about Sharpeville massacre, however, what is missing in 
the writings and debates on the memory of Sharpeville, are 
testimonies of the decedents of individuals who died on 
that day. Key questions in this research includes; How this 
incident is memorialised by descendants of the victims of 
massacre?, the role of churches in the memorialisation and 
commemoration of the Sharpeville shooting, contestations 
of the memory of Sharpeville by political formations, and 
the relationship between Sharpeville residents and built/
natural environments associated with the massacre? This is 
done by using archives as the chief source of information 
for researching a single event that occurred five decades 
ago and corroborated by oral interviews. Preliminary inves-
tigations at the archives is that there are collections relating 
to Commission of Enquiry and survivors’ claims. The use of 
interviews is motivated by possibility of seeing :history from 
below. Preliminary finding points to the fact that from as ear-
ly as 1960 to the present day the victims are memorialised 
by the decedents of the victims not only on the 21 March, 
but as often as the need arises, e.g. During their birthdays, 
when requesting divide ancestral intervention. In the 1960s, 
there were no commemorations within the country.
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In the 1970s commemoration took a form of religious 
services. In the 1980s it was characterised by mass demon-
strations, boycotts, and strikes. In the 1990s it was observed 
parallel by different liberation movements. In the 2000s, it 
became state led celebration of Human Rights.

Bianca Steyn
An archaeobotanical study of multiple thirteenth century Ma-
pungubwe era settlements.
Institution: University of Pretoria

Domestic and wild plants were integral to communities 
living in north-eastern South African between 900 and 
1300 AD, a period referred to as the Middle Iron Age (MIA). 
Agro-pastoralist communities of this period chose the loca-
tion of their settlements based on agricultural requirements 
for crops they intended to cultivate (Huffman 2007). Archae-
ological and ethnographic data (Quin 1959; Lestrade 1937; 
Krige & Krige 1980; Mabogo 1990; Balick 1996) indicate 
domesticated crop species are preponderant but the pres-
ence of wild species point towards diet supplementation 
and other non-dietary uses (cf. 
Antonites & Antonites 2014). Macrobotanical material from 
Mapungubwe, K2 and Mutamba have provided a prelimi-
nary crop package composed primarily of sorghum, millet 
and legumes and a handful of wild species. Many of these 
taxa are missing from the MIA archaeobotanical record as 
plants associated with activities using fire, e.g. cooking, are 
more likely to be preserved, in the form of macrobotanicals, 
as opposed to those that do not (Pearsall 2015). 
This has resulted in a number of taxa that are known from 
ethnography as being in use being absent from the archae-
obotanical record. The taxa or material that do not survive 
as carbonised material can survive in the form of phytoliths 
and starch. Archaeobotanical interpretations of macrobo-
tanical and plant storage/processing materials of the Mid-
dle Iron Age have largely been studied via broad topics 
such as economic systems, environmental reconstructions, 
ritual practises and political complexity (Manyanga et al. 
2000; Murimbika 2006; Smith 2005; Schoeman 2006, 2009; 
Huffman & Du Piesanie 2011; Antonites & Antonites 2014). 
In contradiction to these broad topics, a scant number of 
studies have examined archaeobotanical material at individ-
ual settlements (Langejans 2006; Hatting 2018, 2018; Steyn 
2018; Uys 2018). These studies have been able to suggest a 
general idea of agricultural practises.

However, little concrete data exists encompassing the range 
of wild and domestic plants cultivated, utilized and con-
sumed on an inter- and intra-regional scale. Analysis of mac-
robotanical material from six selected MIA sites in Limpopo 
indicated that the most dominant crop taxon is Pennisetum 
glaucum (pearl millet). Sorghum bicolor (sorghum) was 
present at three sites, Vigna unguiculata (cowpea) at three 
and Vigna radiata (mung bean) was only found at a single 
site. 
The site which contained the largest volume in material is 
situated in the Soutpansberg. This is the only site not found 
within the Shashe-Limpopo Confluence Area (SLCA). The 
Soutpansberg receives more rainfall and has a climate well 
suited to agriculture. Additionally, the presence of prob-
able malted sorghum at this site is thought to be proof of 
beer brewing, the first evidence of its kind in South African 
archaeology. Moreover, the presence of the V. radiata is the 
first documented occurrence in South Africa’s archaeobo-
tanical record. 
It is also evidence of the site engaging in long distance 
trade. At the remaining five sites in the SLCA rainfall is much 
lower. The taxa found indicate that cultivation took place 
under conditions harsher than those in the Soutpansberg. P. 
glaucum can better tolerate drier condition and reaches ma-
turity much faster than sorghum which constitutes the other 
most grown species. 
Obviously, the species found represented in the macrobo-
tanical material are not the only crop species grown which 
is why phytoliths and starch are useful. Early preliminary 
analysis of these materials also shows P. glaucum as being 
heavily present. 
However, at present the analysis on this material has not 
been completed and as such a more complete picture on 
crop strategies as adapted to local environmental condi-
tions cannot be clarified.
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Amanda Yolisa Kenqu
A Study in Pink: Pinky Pinky and the horror of black girlhood
Institution: Rhodes University

I wish to preface my discussion of Showmax’s 2020 South 
African horror film, Pinky Pinky, with a confession: I feel 
strangely ‘protective’ of this monster despite its horrifying 
presence in my childhood nightmares. Pinky Pinky, after all, 
is a spectral presence invented or, at the very least, circulat-
ed by black girls, and the myth offers a glimpse into black 
girls’ fears as they navigate their femininity, sexuality, and 
their growth to maturity. My reading of the film is thus some-
what schizophrenic. 
On the one hand, I view Pinky Pinky as an exceptional visual 
celebration of black girls presented in rich warm colors and 
soft pastels, but also one in which their coming-of-age ad-
ventures and bravery (or perceived waywardness) is shaded 
by the violent threat of things that go bump in the dark. On 
the other hand, Pinky Pinky seems to me an affront to black 
girlhood.
More precisely, it is offensive in as far as it attempts to 
present the inner lives of and the anxieties that attend ad-
olescence for black girls, and particularly the monsters that 
these girls conceive of, which -as monsters are wont to do 
-reveal and embody their creator’s disquietude. As Jeffrey 
Cohen writes, the monster is a cultural mirror: it is :an em-
bodiment of a certain cultural moment -of a time, a feeling, 
and a place and it :signifies something other than itself (4). 
Both the film’s visual and psychological depiction of the 
‘monster’ are underwhelmingly anti-climactic for reasons I 
unpack below.
But, it is perhaps because of this underlying schizophrenia 
that the film elicits -this persistent and unresolved tension in 
which meaning is pulled in opposite directions at the same 
time -that the film marginally succeeds. This 90s-inspired 
story lends itself not only to a scrutiny of the politics of nos-
talgic visual pleasure and the limits of representing the un-
sayable, but it also evokes a presentism that uncomfortably 
resonates with the ‘now’ in ways we wish it did not, as far as 
gender based violence and rape culture are concerned. In 
this article, I examine Pinky Pinky’s representation of black 
girlhood through the themes of abandonment, loss, trauma 
and violence, among other concerns.

112




